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RSU 29 
gets first 
word on 
budget

By Joseph Cyr
Staff Writer

HOULTON — The initial re-
port for next year’s school budget 
brought some less than ideal news 
Monday evening for members of 
the RSU 29 board.

According to Superintendent 
Ellen Schneider, the preliminary 
figures released by the state Friday 
show yet another shift in more bur-
den placed on local taxpayers and 
less money from the state. As a re-
sult, the district could be facing a 
$178,886 shortfall in the next bud-
get cycle, which could mean sever-
al cuts would be needed to balance 
the budget.

“I will remind you, when I say 
preliminary figures, anyone who 
has been on the board for a while 
knows those figures can change,” 
she said. “It is commonplace for 
the Department of Education to 
send multiple adjustments, even 
after the state budget has been 
passed.”

Enrollment, based on the state’s 
calculations, is down 13 students 
from a year ago, Schneider said. 
That decrease will have a direct 
impact on how much money the 
state provides the district. Accord-
ing to Schneider, that reduction 
in state subsidy could be as much 
$269,420.

State valuation is up for the dis-
trict is also up, which means the re-
quired local share — the amount of 
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TASHA CHAMBERS checks on her two horses Friday morning after a fire Wednesday evening 
flattened a barn on her Island Falls property killing a cow and 17 pigs.

East Grand 
student wins 
math award

By Joseph Cyr
Staff Writer

DANFORTH — Jordyn Cow-
ger, an eighth-grader at East 
Grand School, was invited to the 
American Mathematics compe-
tition in Bangor. Cowger is the 
only student north of Bangor 
to attend the event, and came 
through with the highest score.

She was invited back to com-
pete against high school stu-
dents Tuesday in Bangor.

“We are all really proud of 
Jordyn,” said Jenn Gillman, 
math teacher at East Grand 
School. “Jordyn was promoted a 
grade ahead and is in the eighth 

Moosestompers 
celebrates 20th 

anniversary 
By Joseph Cyr

Staff Writer
HOULTON — The Moose 

is loose and he’s heading back 
to Houlton for the 20th annual 
Moosestompers Weekend, Feb. 
5-7.

Hosting an outdoor celebra-
tion in February is never an 
easy task. There is a fine line be-
tween having enough snow for 
all of the snow-themed events 
and having too much snow in 
the form of a blizzard. And then 
there is always the risk that tem-
peratures will be sub-zero, keep-
ing folks from coming out and 
enjoying the great outdoors.

Such are the trials and tribula-
tions for organizers of the annu-
al Moosestompers celebration, 
now in its 20th year.

Moosestompers was intro-
duced in Houlton back in 1997 
under then Town Manager Alan 
Bean, who took the idea from 
the event held on Loring Air 
Force Base. Prior to 1997, a win-
ter carnival called the YamaFest 
and was held in the area where 
Walmart and Paradis’ Shop N’ 
Save are now located.

A full weekend of family fun 
activities is once again in the 

Contributed photo
MATH WIZ — Jordyn 
Cowger, an eighth-grader at 
East Grand School, was invited 
to the American Mathematics 
competition in Bangor. Cowger is 
the only student north of Bangor 
to attend the event, and came 
through with the highest score.  

Wednesday blaze flattens
 Island Falls barn

By Joseph Cyr
Staff Writer

ISLAND FALLS — Tasha 
Chambers knew the instant she 
saw a bright orange glow com-
ing from the barn that her be-
loved animals were likely dead.

Tasha and Andrew Chambers’ 
animal barn, located a short dis-
tance from their 439 Cold Brook 
Road home, was fully engulfed 

in flames Wednesday evening 
by the time the fire was noticed.

“I was watching television 
around 10 p.m. when I saw this 
bright orange glow outside the 
picture window,” she said. “I 
looked out and it was totally 
involved. I knew as soon as I 
saw that, that the animals were 
gone.”

There were 17 pigs and a cow 

inside the barn, along with a 
farm tractor. One of the pigs had 
recently given birth to a litter of 
piglets. Chambers said the fami-
ly was able to rescue three pigs, 
but they were so badly burned 
from the fire that they had to be 
put down.

The Chambers raise pigs as a 

17 pigs, cow perish in fire

(Please see Page 13)

Potato industry invests in food truck craze
By Anthony Brino

Staff Writer
CARIBOU — Americans are 

eating fewer fresh potatoes than 
their parents and grandparents. 
But Van Buren farmer Jay La-
joie thinks that a new generation 
of eaters will soon see the spud 
as tasty, wholesome and a great 
pairing with pretty much any-
thing.

The U.S. Potato Board is in 
the early stages of an ambitious 
campaign to reintroduce fresh 
preparations of the potato and 
counter its image as a starchy, 
fried junk food, Lajoie told his 
fellow farmers at the Maine Po-
tato Conference in Caribou on 
Jan. 20.

This year, the U.S. Pota-
to Board is expanding its new 
Spud Nation food trucks from 
Denver to the East Coast — as 
the first agriculture advertising 
campaign “that will actually 
pay for itself,” said Lajoie, who 
worked on the board’s industry 
committee.

“This is one heck of a food 
truck,” Lajoie said, describing 
the $160,000 kitchen and its 
feature dishes, including classic 

Northern Star contest ramps up 
PRESQUE ISLE — A new 

year brings with it a new search 
for Aroostook County and western 
New Brunswick’s top vocalist. The 
United Way of Aroostook has offi-
cially launched a new season of its 
popular Northern Star competition 
with a call for talent going out to 
residents age 12 and older in Aroos-
took County, Maine and Madawas-
ka, Carleton and Victoria counties 
on the New Brunswick side of 
the border.

The first of the regional compe-
titions is set for Friday, Feb. 26 at 
7 p.m. Eastern time in the Fox Au-
ditorium at the University of Maine 
at Fort Kent. The second show is 
slated Saturday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. 
Eastern at the Presque Isle Middle 
School Auditorium. The final con-
testants will compete at the Houlton 
High School Auditorium Sunday, 
Feb. 28, at 2 p.m. Eastern.

Organizers of the popular inter-
national singing contest — which 
began 12 years ago as “Aroostook 
Idol” before expanding to include 
competitors from neighboring parts 
of New Brunswick — are again 

moving forward with a twist called 
“The United Way Save.” The show, 
originally modeled after the popular 
FOX television show “American 
Idol,” has added a concept intro-
duced on the NBC television net-
work sensation “The Voice.”

As in past years, the au-
dience will pick their top 
two contes-

tants from 
each region-
al show, and 
the judges will pick the 
third finalist to head to the 
finale production. But then, 
after all three shows are completed, 
the United Way of Aroostook panel 
will pick three individuals to save 
— the “United Way Save.” These 
three saves can be from any of the 
regional shows.

“We may end up with three more 
contestants from the same regional 
show or one from each show. Our 

goal is to have the best of the best at 
the finale,” said Sherry Locke, new 
executive director for the United 
Way of Aroostook.

There is another thing that hasn’t 
changed: This year’s show will 
again be co-hosted by Claudia 

Stevens and Jason Par-
ent. “We are so fortu-
nate to have Claudia and 

Jason hosting the shows 
again this year,” Locke said. 

“They have been with 
the production since 
the beginning and 

really make each show 
fun for the contestants and the au-
dience.”

Applications for the 2016 season 
of Northern Star are now available, 
and vocalists on both sides of the 
border are encouraged to apply 
as soon as possible if they want 
to take part in one of the three re-
gional shows. The forms can be 
downloaded from the United Way 
of Aroostook website at www.unit-
edwayaroostook.org. Residents, 

Maine tribes awarded 
federal housing grants 

totaling nearly $400,000
HOULTON -- The Houl-

ton Band of Maliseet Indians 
and the Penobscot Indian Na-
tion have been awarded fed-
eral housing grants totaling 
$388,466, U.S. Sens. Susan 
Collins and Angus King an-
nounced in a joint statement 
released Wednesday.

The Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development’s 
Indian Housing Block Grant 
Program awarded $249,462 
to the Penobscot Nation and 
$139,004 to the Houlton Band 
of Maliseets.

The Maliseets will use their 
funding for operational expens-
es and to help the tribe com-
plete its housing plan goals and 
objectives, according to Aaron 
Greenlaw, housing director for 
the Maliseets.

“These important invest-

ments in Maine’s tribal com-
munities will help support vital 
projects to maintain and im-
prove the availability of safe, 
affordable housing on their 
lands,” Sens. Collins and King 
said in their joint statement.

The Indian Housing Block 
Grant Program is a formula 
grant that provides a range of 
affordable housing activities on 
Indian reservations and in tribal 
areas, according to the release. 
It further stated that eligible 
activities include housing de-
velopment, assistance to hous-
ing developed under the Indian 
Housing Program, housing ser-
vices to eligible families and 
individuals, crime prevention 
and safety, and model activities 
that provide creative approach-
es to solving affordable hous-
ing problems.

BDN photo/Anthony Brino 
NEW POTATO varieties being developed by University of Maine 
researchers in partnership with the Maine Potato Board on display 
at the annual Maine Potato Conference.  

fries, Italian gnocchi, and Cuban 
braised beef with corn-potato 
croquettes.

Unlike a billboard, the mobile 
food truck “can actually target 
consumers, feed them with a de-
licious meal, and they pay you 
for you advertising to them,” 

Lajoie said.
The U.S. Potato Board is aim-

ing to have 500 Spud Nation 
trucks in cities across the coun-
try, clearly going after the young 
adults who’ve embraced food 
trucks and “fast casual” eating. 
The board also is running a cam-

paign called “Raise the Bar,” 
aiming to get 3,000 salad bars, 
featuring potatoes and other 
vegetables, into schools across 
the country.

This program, Lajoie said, is 
trying “to target Generation Z,” 
the 60 million school-age Amer-
ican kids who were born after 
millennials.

“Having potatoes on the salad 
bars allows people to realize that 
potatoes are actually a vegetable 
and are part of a well-balanced 
diet,” said Lajoie, whose family 
farm sells potatoes, grains and 
other root vegetables to both 
chip makers and the fresh mar-
ket.

Both the food truck and salad 
bar are part of the potato indus-
try’s decade-long effort to keep 
the market for fresh potatoes 
afloat — and ideally expand it.

While fresh and processed 
potato consumption around the 
world is strong, Americans are 
eating about 20 percent fewer 
fresh potatoes than they were in 
the 1970s, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Economic Research Service. In 
Maine, potato production has 

fallen from its peak in the late 
1940s, when some 5 billion 
pounds per year were harvested 
from more than 200,000 acres. 
Last year, a little less than 2 
billion pounds were harvested 
from about 50,500 acres, mostly 
in Aroostook County.

The 1990s boom in low-fat 
products helped keep potato 
sales steady, but consumption of 
fresh potatoes has declined since 
the early 2000s, as low-carb di-
ets such as Atkins highlighted 
the problems of too much car-
bohydrate consumption and the 
importance of healthy fats.

Today, there is a consensus 
that the federal government’s 
low-fat recommendations were 
wrong, although one of the po-
tato’s best hopes may lie in pair-
ing the spud with healthy fats — 
as the Andeans, Irish and other 
cultures traditionally have.

Recent studies in the New 
England Journal of Medicine 
and elsewhere have found that 
one of the best ways to prevent 
cardiovascular and other chron-
ic diseases is eating a traditional 
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Student spellers  
will compete 

in districtwide bee 
FORT KENT — Young word-

smiths will test their skills next 
this week when the University 
of Maine at Fort Kent Office of 
Community Education hosts the 
Northern District (Aroostook 
County) Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee competition for middle 
school students on Thursday, 
Feb. 4, at 6:30 p.m. at UMFK’s 
Fox Auditorium.

Maine School Administra-
tive District 27 is sponsoring 
the 2015 competition under the 
supervision of district librarian 
Deanna Potter.

Christine Nunemaker, UM-

Contributed photo/Karen Sattler
SUPER SPELLERS — Mill Pond School in Hodgdon held its 
spelling bee Jan. 19 with Principal Loreen Wiley serving as the 
Bee Master and Suzette Belyea and Karen Rochford filling the 
roles of the judges. Monique Polchies, left, a sixth-grader, was the 
overall winner with Mallory Williams, grade seven, finishing as the 
runner-up. Polichies won the event by correctly spelling "alfresco." 
Polchies and Williams are eligible to participate in the County Bee, 
scheduled for Feb. 4 at UMFK's Fox Auditorium at 6:30 pm. 

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
MOVING ON — Greater Houlton Christian Academy students 
who are moving on to the Aroostook County Spelling Bee are 
Yvonne Henderson, left, and Jessica Quint, right. With the two is 
Randall Burns, bee coordinator.  

RSU 29 changes Tuesday 
early release days

By Joseph Cyr
Staff Writer

HOULTON — A change in the 
early-release schedule for students 
in RSU 29 is coming next school 
year.

On Monday evening, the RSU 
29 board approved a switch in the 
district’s early-release practices and 
starting with the 2016-17 school 
year, the district will no longer re-
lease its students early every Tues-
day.

“The staff suggested they would 
like a change,” RSU 29 Superinten-
dent Ellen Schneider said. “We are 
proposing seven early release days, 
still Tuesday, with students getting 
out at 11:30 and teachers starting 
their in-service work at noon.”

Last year the teachers complet-
ed a survey regarding professional 
development times and the majority 
shared that they would prefer not to 
have the one hour early release days 
each week, according to Schneider

For the past couple of years, RSU 
29 has released students 30 minutes 
early every Tuesday, with teachers 

using that time to do their career de-
velopment work.

In the 2012-13 school year, the 
district used a delayed start of 8:45 
a.m. each Tuesday for staff training. 
Starting with the 2013-14 school 
year, the district switched to the ear-
ly release every Tuesday.

“The switch to seven, three-hour 
early release days in conjunction 
with our full-day inservice oppor-
tunities lends itself better to more 
in-depth professional development 
than the one-hour sessions,” she 
said. “It was important that we not 
increase the amount of instructional 
time for students.”

Schneider said the switch would 
not decrease the amount of instruc-
tional time students receive.

This schedule impacts the same 
number of hours for students as 
the previous schedule and in fact, 
significantly decreases the instruc-
tional time missed for the Region II 
students.

“Some of those students will ac-

February, first 
day continues 
warm trend

By Jen Lynds
Staff Writer

CARIBOU — As the Nation-
al Weather Service on Monday 
reported near record high aver-
age temperatures for the last two 
months in parts of Maine, Febru-
ary kicked off with temperatures in 
the 50s across the state.

Millinocket set a new record for 
Feb. 1 with a high of 51, besting 
the previous record of 48 set on 
that date in 1913, according to Me-
teorologist Mark Bloomer of the 
NWS Caribou office.

The highest temperature regis-
tered in Maine on Monday was 59 
in both Portland and Sanford, but 
no records were set there, accord-
ing to Meteorologist Nicky Becker 
of the NWS Gray office.

Bar Harbor hit 57, as did a spot 
about one mile northwest of Ban-
gor, according to Bloomer. Bangor 
International Airport registered a 
high of 55.

The first day of February con-
tinued the warm trend experienced 
across parts of Maine over the last 
two months.

The combined December-Jan-
uary time period was the warm-
est on record in both the Caribou 

and Bangor areas by more than 2 
degrees, surpassing the winter of 
2001-2002 when the average tem-
perature was 26.2 degrees, accord-
ing to the NWS.

January ended as the fifth 
warmest first month of the year 
on record in Caribou with an av-
erage temperature of 18.2 degrees, 
behind only January 2006, 2010, 
1958 and the all-time warmest 
January in 1956, which averaged 
21.3 degrees.

Bangor saw the 12th warmest 
January on record, with an average 
temperature of 22.4 degrees.

The high January temperatures 
came on the heels of a December 
that was the warmest on record 
in Caribou, Bangor and Portland. 
According to figures provided by 
the weather service, in Caribou, 
the average temperature of 28.5 
degrees in December was 10.3 de-
grees above the 30-year average. 
At Bangor, the average tempera-
ture of 34 degrees in December 
was 9.4 degrees above the average.

Portland’s average of 37.9 de-
grees in December was about 9 
degrees higher than normal and 
topped the previous record of 36.2 

FK’s assistant dean of student 
success, will be the bee master 
for the competition. Judges for 
the event include Jennifer Parizo, 
UMFK community education 
specialist; Linda Deprey, UMFK 
development officer; and Jenna 
Lynds, a UMFK student major-
ing in behavioral science.

“We are very pleased to be 
hosting this event on our cam-
pus again this year.” said UMFK 
Dean of Community Education, 
Scott Voisine. “This spelling bee 
is an event that celebrates aca-
demic achievement and provides 
young people the opportunity to 
hone skills that will benefit them 
for a lifetime.”

The winners of the Northern 
District spelling bee will contin-
ue on to the state of Maine com-
petition. The state winners will 
advance to the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee, which ESPN will 
air this spring.

The spelling bee is free and 
open to the public.

(Please see Page 4)

(Please see Page 4)
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Houlton man sentenced

By Jen Lynds
Staff Writer

HOULTON — A 57-year-
old Houlton man with a prior 
history of domestic violence 
assault who kicked, beat and 
attempted to strangle a wom-
an and then lied about the 
incident on the witness stand 
during his trial will spend the 
next five years in prison.

Mark T. Smith appeared for 
sentencing before Aroostook 
County Superior Court Jus-
tice E. Allen Hunter Tuesday 
in Superior Court in Houlton. 
He was indicted in June 2015 
by the Aroostook County 
grand jury on charges of ag-
gravated domestic violence 
assault after the May 3, 2015, 
incident, and he was found 
guilty during a jury trial ear-
lier this month.

With his attorney, Jeff 
Pickering of Houlton, at his 
side, Smith was sentenced 
to eight years in prison, with 
all but five years suspended, 
along with four years of pro-
bation. Smith was ordered to 
refrain from using any drugs 
or alcohol, he must undergo 
mandatory counseling and 
random search and testing, 
and he must not contact the 
victim or her family mem-
bers during his probation.

Smith also cannot use or 
possess any dangerous weap-
ons, and he must undergo a 
certified batterers interven-
tion program, along with oth-
er terms of probation.

According to Aroostook 
County Assistant District At-
torney Kurt Kafferlin, on the 
night of his arrest, Smith and 
the victim began fighting. 

Gets five years for assaulting woman

Houlton man charged 15 
months for assault

By Jen Lynds
Staff Writer

HOULTON — A 27-year-old 
Houlton man pleaded guilty Jan. 
26 to several charges related to a 
domestic violence assault and was 
sentenced to 15 months in prison.

Matthew Collett was sentenced 
by Aroostook County Superior 
Court Justice E. Allen Hunter to 
the 15-month term for a felony 
charge of domestic violence as-
sault.

Collett also pleaded guilty to one 
charge of violating a protection 
order and two counts of violating 
conditions of release. Hunter sen-
tenced him to six month sentences 
on each charge, with the time to be 
served concurrently.

The domestic violence incident 
occurred on March 9, 2015, when 

Kafferlin said that Smith at-
tempted to strangle the vic-
tim with her own clothing, 
kicked her in the stomach, 
beat her and threw her out-
side. He said that Smith only 
stopped when a neighbor in-
tervened.

The woman is not being 
named by the Houlton Pio-
neer Times because she is a 
victim of domestic violence.

After she was taken to 
Houlton Regional Hospital, 
Kafferlin told Hunter that a 
nurse testified that she wit-
nessed the presence of pe-
techiae, a sign of attempted 
strangulation, in her eyes.

“The nurse, who had 15 
years of experience, testified 
that she had never treated a 
victim who had been assault-
ed quite that badly,” said 
Kafferlin.

Smith has a significant 
criminal history, which in-
cludes jail time, for charges 
including criminal mischief, 
failure to appear, theft, op-
erating under the influence 
with his four children in the 
car and domestic violence 
criminal threatening with a 
dangerous weapon. That case 
was with a different victim 
and involved a firearm.

Smith also has been con-
victed of violation of a pro-
tection order and has failed 
to complete substance abuse 
counseling in the past, Kaf-
ferlin said.

Kafferlin pointed out that 
during his trial, Smith per-
jured himself when he tes-
tified that it was the victim 
who was the aggressor in the 
fight. Smith also committed 
perjury when he testified 
that the victim had knocked 
his tooth out, Kafferlin said, 
as police photos and video 

showed there was no proof 
of this.

Pickering stated that both 
parties had different memo-
ries of the incident, and that 
there was evidence that both 
were drinking to excess that 
night. He said that Smith’s 
criminal record was “not ex-
tensive” and asked for a sen-
tence of six years in prison.

The victim said in a written 
statement that this was not 
the first time that Smith had 
abused her, and that she still 
suffers from pain in her eyes, 
head and neck, along with 
psychological scars.

“I feel humiliated,” she 
said in the statement. “I feel 
that he stripped me of my 
self-confidence. He caused 
extreme self-harm to my 
children. They’ve had to res-
cue me.”

During the sentencing 
hearing, Smith apologized to 
the victim and said he took 
responsibility for his actions, 
adding that he intended to en-
roll in an anger management 
course.

Hunter did not find his 
apology sincere, saying that 
Smith’s words “ring hollow” 
and showed an “absence of 
true remorse.”

The justice also found that 
Smith had committed perjury 
during his trial, and he or-
dered him to pay restitution 
of $929 to a crime victim 
compensation fund.

If you or someone you 
know is experiencing domes-
tic violence and would like 
to talk with an advocate, call 
866-834-4357, TRS 800-787-
3224. This free, confidential 
service is available 24/7 and 
is accessible from anywhere 
in Maine. 

Collett and the victim were driving 
down the road and began arguing 
in the car, according to Assistant 
District Attorney Kurt Kafferlin. 
The prosecutor said the vehicle 
was going about 45 mph when 
Collett began assaulting the wom-
an. He continued striking her after 
they arrived home, Kafferlin said.

A witness heard Collett break 
the woman’s phone and threaten to 
slit the tires on her car, according to 

the prosecutor.
After Collett was arrested, the 

woman obtained a protection or-
der from the court preventing him 
from having any contact with her. 
He violated that order by sending 
her a letter from jail and spent 
about four months incarcerated be-
fore being released on bail to await 
trial on the assault charge.

On Jan. 12, Houlton police Of-
ficer William Janakis stopped a 

Despite recent cases, animal 
abuse cases not on rise

By Jen Lynds
Staff Writer

CARIBOU — Despite the re-
cent case of a Van Buren couple 
charged with allegedly abandon-
ing cats in the freezing cold and 
a group of young people report-
edly intentionally running over a 
wild turkey in Caribou, police in 
Aroostook County said this week 
that they have not noticed a rise in 
animal cruelty cases in the region.

On a statewide level, Liam 
Hughes, director of the state’s An-
imal Welfare Program. said Mon-
day that it was difficult for him 
to gauge at this point if there had 
been any rise, due to a change in 
the way his office collects data and 
the various animal control officers, 
police departments, and humane 
societies who currently deal with 
animal cruelty, abandonment and 
neglect cases on their own.

Caribou Police Chief Michael 
Gahagan that his department has 

not seen a rise in either animal 
cruelty cases or in animals being 
abandoned in the past year.

“There have been some cases 
where we have received reports 
where someone suspects an ani-
mal has been abandoned and it is 
only a person who has gone out 
of town and left the pet in another 
person’s hands and that person has 
not checked on the animal that day, 
but that is it,” he said.

Aroostook County Sheriff Dar-
rell Crandall said Monday that he 
doesn’t believe that his deputies 
have noticed a change over the 
past year.

“We did deal with a case in 2015 
where a subject allegedly stabbed 
his dog during the course of a 
crime,” he said. “But other than 
that, we don’t often deal with ani-
mal cruelty or abandonment cases, 
because when we see them, we 
call animal control.”

Crandall said that deputies have 

a list of the animal control officers 
in each town and unorganized ter-
ritory with them while they are out 
on patrol. When they come across 
an abused or neglected animal, 
they call the officer or an animal 
welfare agent.

In Fort Kent, Chief Tom Pelleti-
er said that besides a case where 
five dogs and several cats were 
abandoned in a rental home in late 
December 2014, they have not ex-
perienced an increase in cases.

Pelletier added that the Fort 
Kent Police Department has a ken-
nel and does intake for the towns 
of Eagle Lake, St John and St. 
Francis.

He said that they have not tak-
en in any abandoned animals for 
those towns in the past year.

According to Van Buren police 
Officer Nathan Chisholm, on Jan. 
16, Peter Gervais, 40, and Amy 
Gervais, 29, each were charged 

Contributed photo/Cariibou Police Dept/Dana Kasian
A CAT AND A WILD TURKEY were both victims of animal cruelty in Aroostook County recently. 
The cat was one of two allegedly abandoned by a Van Buren couple on a rural road and left to freeze 
to death and the wild turkey was allegedly intentionally struck by a young driver who was riding with 
one or two other young passengers. The cat is recovering. The turkey was killed.

vehicle for speeding and found 
Collett and the woman inside to-
gether. Since Collett was still out 
on bail and not allowed to have 
contact with the woman, he again 
was charged with violation of con-
ditions of release.

Collett was represented by 
Houlton attorney Jeff Pickering.

Collett will be given credit for 
the four months he already has 
served.

Find us on Facebook

(Please see Page 5)
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   LINNEUS — Gloria M.
Kitchen, 81, died Jan. 30, 2016
in Houlton. She was born Jan.
30, 1935 in Prentiss the daugh-
ter of Earl and Lillian
(Richardson) Bradeen. She was
co-owner of Kitchens Garage
for 44 years, and charter mem-
ber of the Houlton Lions and
Lioness  Club. Gloria enjoyed
spending time with her family.  
   She is survived by five chil-
dren, Inez McLean of Houlton,
Wanda Kitchen of Houlton,
Sandra and Gary Sanders of
Linneus, Bruce and Mary
Kitchen of Hodgdon and  Brent
and Jeannie Kitchen of
Baileyville, NC; several grand-,
great-grand- and great-great-
grandchildren; especially
granddaughter, Blanche and
Patrick Russell; one sister,
Charlene and Thomas
Flewelling of Houlton; and

special fam-
ily friends,
Mike and
K i m
F o l s o m ,
and Sonny
and Diane
Folsom. 
   She was
p r e d e -
ceased by
her parents; her husband of 61
years, Robert; a daughter,
Debbie; a son, Michael and his
girlfriend, Heidi.  
   Friends called from 1-2 p.m;
Tue., Feb. 2, at Bowers Funeral
Home, 10 Water St., Houlton,
with a funeral service held at 2
p.m. with the Rev. Wayne
Robertson officiating. Spring
interment will be in the
Linneus Cemetery. Online
guestbook and condolences at
www.bowersfuneral.com.

Gloria M. Kitchen
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   MONTROSE — Eleanor G.
Savoy, 81, died peacefully
Wednesday, January 27,
2016 at the Montrose
Memorial Hospital.  Eleanor
was born September 4, 1934
to Herbert and Maude (Hoyt)
Gough in Mapleton, Maine.
There she received her edu-
cation and graduated high
school.
   Eleanor married Maynard J.
Savoy on June 30, 1962.
They moved to Houlton,
Maine from Mapleton in
1969 where they resided
until retirement in 2005.  The
family moved to Montrose in
2005 to be closer to family
and made their home until
Eleanor’s time of death.  She
loved spending time with
family and her grandchildren.
That time was special, and
she will be missed.
   Survivors include her hus-
band, Maynard  of Montrose;
two children, Stephen (Sue)
Savoy of Montrose and
Leanne (Eric) Williams of
Duanesburg, New York;  two
sisters, Alice (LeRoy) Shepard

of
Mapleton,
Maine and
M a r g a r e t
(Marshall )
Savoy of
P r e s q u e
Isle, Maine;
four grand-
c h i l d r e n ,
T y l e r
Williams, Erika, Anthony and
Brandon Savoy; one great-
granddaughter, Madeline
Rose.  Eleanor was preceded
in death by her brother,
Arnold Gough.
   A visitation for family and
friends was held on Monday,
Feb. 1 from 12-1 p.m. prior to
the service.  A Celebration of
Eleanor’s Life was also held on
Monday, February 1, 2016 at
1 p.m. at Crippin Funeral
Home Chapel.  Burial will fol-
low the service at Grand View
Cemetery, west of Montrose.
Condolences may be made to
www.crippinfuneralhome.com.
Crippin Funeral Home &
Crematory in Montrose is in
charge of arrangements.

Eleanor G. Savoy

PT 2 x 5

HOULTON —
Reuben Doody, Jr.
92, passed away
Jan. 29, 2016 at a

local healthcare facility. He
was born Nov. 30, 1923 in
Caribou, the son of Rev.
Reuben and Abby
(DeMerchant) Doody.
   Reuben graduated from
Houlton High School, Class
of 1942. He was drafted on
March 2, 1942 by the US
Army during World War II
and served until Oct. 16,
1945. Reuben met and mar-
ried Edith Grant on Sept. 23,
1947. They enjoyed 67 years
of wedded bliss. Reuben
worked for L.R. Ingraham &
Son as an auto mechanic for
many years. He also worked
at the Maine Publicity
Bureau Information Center.
Reuben was a member of the
Church of the Good
Shepherd. He enjoyed wood-
working making cedar
chests, swings, picnic tables,
toy boxes and nick-nack
shelves.
   Reuben is survived by his
two sons Rodney Doody and
his wife Linda, Eldon Doody
and his wife Donna; his
daughter Gloria Powers;
seven grandchildren Martin,
Jody, Angela, Renee, Andrew,
Allison and Aaron; eleven
great-grandchildren Joshua,
Austin, Regan, Sydney, Justin,
Anabelle, Carter, Jordann,

A l e x i s ,
C a s s i d y
and Chase;
his sister
R u t h
Ouellette;
his brother
H a r o l d
D o o d y ;
m a n y
n i e c e s ,
nephews and cousins. He
was predeceased by his par-
ents, his wife of 67 years
Edith Grant Doody, his first
wife Marion (Smith) Doody,
his son Baby Boy Doody, his
siblings Roscoe Doody,
Mildred Ross, Alberta
Estabrook, Arnold Doody,
Thomas Doody and Atwood
Doody, his granddaughter
Andrea Robinson.
   Friends called at noon,
Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016 at the
Church of the Good
Shepherd until the time of
the service at 1 p.m. with
Rev. Ginny Urbanek officiat-
ing. A time of fellowship will
be had following the service
in Watson Hall. Spring inter-
ment with Military Honors
will be announced at a later
date. Gifts may be made in
Reuben’s memory payable to
the Church of the Good
Shepherd c/o Dunn Funeral
Home, 11 Park Street,
Houlton, 04730. Online con-
dolences and guest book:
dunnfuneral.com.

Reuben Doody, Jr.
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   ORIENT — Dorothy "Dot" E.
(Brown) Carlucci, 93, passed
away January 28, 2016 at her
son’s home in Dickson, TN
surrounded by family. She was
born July 17, 1922 in Houlton,
ME and grew up in Orient. She
was the daughter of William J.
and Velma G. Brown.
   After graduating from Ricker
High School in Houlton, she
worked at a woman’s nursing
home in Massachusetts.
Eventually moving to
Pembroke, NH in 1959, she
worked at Davison Electronics
in Manchester and the
Pembroke Water Works. Once
retiring to Orient, ME, she took
great pride in maintaining the
Peters Cove Cemetery. One of
Dot’s greatest enjoyments was
the family camp on East Grand
Lake which she and her hus-
band built. The family experi-
enced many happy times there
and Dot always took pleasure
in people coming over. She
loved fishing, tubing, picking
berries, gardening, swimming,
riding her four-wheeler, and
helping others. She had a
wonderful sense of humor and
an infectious smile. She was a
loving wife, mother, grand-
mother, and great-grandmoth-
er.
   Dorothy is survived by two
sons, James and his wife,
Lynette, of Dickson, TN, and
Dana and his wife, Jocelyn, of
Pembroke, NH; four grand-
children and their families:
Adam and Tavia Carlucci and
their two daughters, Isabel

and Ilyn of
TN, Diana
and Dustin
Bailey and
t h e i r
d a u g h t e r,
V i r g i n i a ,
and son,
Dallas of
TN, Justin
and Kendra
Carlucci and their son,
Maddax, of WA and Brandon
Carlucci of IA; and her sister,
Grace Geffert of PA. She will
be fondly remembered by
many nieces, nephews, and
friends. In addition to her par-
ents, she is predeceased by
Walter, her husband of 66
years, her brothers Donald,
Leroy and Linwood Brown,
and her sisters, Jeanette
Brown and Doris Kinney.
   Friends may call at noon
Saturday, February 6, 2016 at
the Dunn Funeral Home, 11
Park St., Houlton until the
time of the service at 1 p.m.
with Rev. Brian Hovey offici-
ating. A time of fellowship
will be held following the
service at the Church of the
Good Shepherd’s Watson
Hall, 106 Main Street,
Houlton. A private interment
will take place at the Peters
Cove Cemetery, Orient, ME in
the spring. In lieu of flowers,
please make donations to
Caris Healthcare, 106
Highway 70 E, Ste 5,
Dickson, TN 37055. Online
condolences and guest book:
dunnfuneral.com.

Dorothy E. Carlucci
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Obituary Notices
CARLUCCI, Dorothy E., 93, Jan. 28, 2016.  A pri-
vate interment will take place at the Peters Cove 
Cemetery in Orient in the spring.  Arrangements 
by Dunn Funeral Home, Houlton.
DOODY, Reuben Jr., 92, Jan. 29, 2016.  Spring 
interment with Military Honors will be announced 
at a later date.  Arrangements by Dunn Funeral 
Home, Houlton.
KITCHEN, Gloria M, 81, Jan. 30, 2016.  Spring in-
terment will be in the Linneus Cemetery.  Arrange-
ments by Bowers Funeral Home, Houlton.
SAVOY, Eleanor G., 81, Jan. 27, 2016.  A celebra-
tion of Eleanor’s life was held on Monday, Feb. 1 at 
1 p.m. at Crippin Funeral Home Chapel.  Arrange-
ments by Crippin Funeral Home, Montrose.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper set for Feb. 9

HOULTON — The Epis-
copal Church of the Good 
Shepherd, located at 116 
Main St. is preparing for its 
annual Shrove Tuesday pan-
cake supper on Feb. 9 at Wat-
son Hall.

Shrove Tuesday, sometimes 
called Fat Tuesday or Mardi 
Gras, was a religious holiday 
celebrated the day before Ash 
Wednesday, the beginning of 
Lent. Since Lent is a time of 
abstinence — traditionally 
of meat, fat, eggs and dairy 
products — Shrove Tues-
day’s menu was designed by 
the English to use up all the 
fat, eggs and dairy products 
left in the kitchen. Pancakes 
became the centerpiece of 
food during this festival. The 
same prohibition is mainly 
responsible for the associa-
tion of eggs with the Easter 
festival at the other end of 
Lent.

For more years than peo-
ple can remember, Watson 
Hall in Houlton has become 
a place where the families of 
the Episcopal Church have 
cooked pancakes, baked 
beans and sausages, and 

cakes to fill the stomachs of 
people who, in former days, 
would be looking forward 
to a much more austere diet 
during the weeks of Lent.

The community is invit-
ed to come feast on Feb. 9. 

The meal will be served from 
4:30-6 p.m. It is an all-you-
can eat feast and the cost is 
$7 for adults and $4 for chil-
dren.

For more information, call 
521-1713.

Contributed photo
GETTING READY — The Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Houlton is getting ready for its annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper on Feb. 9. Helping out with the preparations are, from left, 
Debbie Clark, Alison Bossie, Rev. Ginney Urbanek and Frannie 
Grant.

Gospel Concert
NEW LIMERICK — The 

Weavers will be in concert 
at the County Road Baptist 
Church in New Limerick, on 
Saturday, Feb 13, at 6 p.m.

The Weaver family are from 
the Benton, New Brunswick 
area. They will present a 

“lively,” upbeat style of gos-
pel music, accompanied by 
their band. This is a free con-
cert to the public, an offering 
will be received for their min-
istry.

For more information, call 
441-1399.

degrees registered in 1881, ac-
cording to the NWS.

Bloomer said Monday that El 
Nino, a weather phenomenon 
caused by periodic warming in 
areas of the Pacific Ocean, is 
partially responsible for the re-
cord-setting temperatures. The 

changing ocean temperatures can 
alter atmospheric conditions and 
affect weather patterns around the 
world.

“There are many factors com-
ing into play here, but El Nino 
may have something to do with 
it,” Bloomer said.

The meteorologist also said 
that another weather pattern, 

called a split flow, is influencing 
the weather in Maine. This oc-
curs when the jet stream veers off 
into two separate branches, and in 
this case, pulls the cold air farther 
north.

Temperatures were expected to 
drop Tuesday to a high of near 20 
degrees in Caribou, about freez-
ing in Bangor, and 38 in Portland.

Weather
(Continued from Page 2)

tually gain up to six additional 
hours of instructional time,” she 
said.

Another benefit, according to 
the superintendent, is that it will be 
less demanding on families having 
to make arrangements to pick their 
child up early every Tuesday.

“It is also our hope that this 
schedule will be less impactful on 
student families,” She said. “It is 

less (total) hours of instructional 
development for the teachers, but 
we feel the payoff is that they (the 
teachers) will have structured time 
so they can get something done. 
The feeling from teachers is that 
they barely get started work on an 
early release day and then it’s done. 
Having three hours at a time will 
provide them greater opportunity 
to get more accomplished in areas 
of professional development.”

RSU 29
(Continued from Page 2)

RSU 50
MENU

Lunch is served with choice 
of 1% milk or fat-free chocolate, 
strawberry, or white milk.

Wed., Feb. 3 — Hot ham and 
cheese sub, multigrain SunChips, 
carrot sticks, diced pears, Jell-O 
with topping.

Thur., Feb. 4 — Hot pork and 
gravy sandwich, steamed green 
beans, cranberry sauce, peaches.

Fri., Feb. 5 — Pizza bagels, sal-
ad bar, diced pears, fruit juice.

Mon., Feb. 8 — Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, salad bar, garlic bread 
stick, diced peaches.

Tue., Feb. 9 — Chicken and rice 
soup, toasted cheese sandwich, cu-
cumbers and dip, crackers, fresh 
fruit.

Wed., Feb. 10 — Spaghetti and 
meat sauce, bread stick, coleslaw, 
diced pears.
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    Makayla M. Patterson and
John P. Braley are pleased to
announce their engagement. 
    Makayla is the daughter of
Jerald and Andrea Patterson of
Stacyville.  She is a 2013 graduate
of Katahdin High School and is
currently enrolled in the BSN
Nursing program at Husson
University, Class of 2017.
    John is the son of Griff and Joy
Braley of Damariscotta, ME. He
is a 2013 graduate of Lincoln
Academy, currently enrolled in
the Criminal Justice Program at
Husson University, Class of
2017.
    The couple is planning a June
2016 wedding.

Patterson/Braley
engagement announced

Makayla M. Patterson and 
John P. Braley

PT 2 x 3.75

Editor’s Note: An arrest or 
summons does not constitute 
a finding of guilt. An individ-
ual charged with a crime is 
presumed innocent unless and 
until proven guilty at criminal 
proceedings.

 HOULTON — The Houl-
ton Police Department re-
sponded to the following in-
cidents from Jan. 24-30.

Sunday, Jan. 24
12:10 a.m. — Off. Smith 

responded to Maliseet Drive 
to investigate a disturbance.

4:01 a.m. — Off. Smith re-
sponded to Market Square to 
investigate a burglar alarm.

8:322 a.m. — Off. York re-
sponded to Cooks Brook Road 
for an animal complaint.

10:18 a.m. — Off. Janakis 
responded to Maher Avenue 
to investigate a motor vehicle 
accident.

12:25 p.m. — Off. Janakis 
responded to North Street to 
investigate a burglar alarm.

2:02 p.m. — Off. York re-
sponded to Hartford Street to 
assist another agency.

7:24 p.m. — Off. Smith re-
sponded to Military Street to 
investigate a missing person 
report.

Monday, Jan. 25
10:38 a.m. — Capt Pelletier 

responded to Pleasant Street 
to investigate a 911 hangup.

2:43 p.m. — Office York 
responded to Market Square 
to investigate suspicious ac-
tivity.

Tuesday, Jan. 26
9:36 a.m. — Off. Quint re-

Houlton Police Log
sponded to Bird Street to in-
vestigate a complaint.

11:11 a.m. — Off. Quint 
responded to North Street to 
investigate a disturbance.

1:27 p.m. — Off. Quint re-
sponded to Mechanic Street 
to assist a citizen.

1:34 p.m. — ACO Tingley 
responded to First Street for 
an animal complaint.

2:37 p.m. — Off. Quint re-
sponded to Elm Street to in-
vestigate a disturbance.

4:45 p.m. — Off. Quint re-
sponded to High Street to in-
vestigate a 911 hangup.

6:02 p.m. — Off. Bickford 
responded to Bangor Street to 
investigate a burglar alarm.

6:40 p.m. — Sgt. Wampler 
responded to North Street to 
investigate a theft/forgery/
fraud.

8:22 p.m. — Off. Quint re-
sponded to North Street to in-
vestigate a complaint.

8:59 p.m. — Sgt. Wampler 
responded to Mill Street to in-
vestigate a complaint.

Wednesday, Jan. 27
08:18 a.m. — Off. Janakis 

responded to North Street to 
assist a citizen.

09:54 a.m. — Off. Janakis 
responded to North Street to 
arrest a 30-year-old Danforth 
male, Ryan Cobb, for failure 
to appear after bailed.

1:59 p.m. — Off. Janakis 
responded to Ludlow Road to 
arrest a 32-year-old Littleton 
female, Natasha Honeycutt, 
for theft by unauthorized tak-
ing or transfer.

2:43 p.m. — ACO Tingley 
responded to Spring Street 
for an animal complaint.

3:39 p.m. — Off. York re-
sponded to Porter Settlement 
Road to investigate a 911 
hangup.

5:44 p.m. — Off. Smith re-
sponded to Smyrna Street to 
arrest a 34-year-old Houlton 
male, John Phillips, for re-
fusing to submit to arrest or 
detention.

6:46 p.m. — Cpl. Duff re-
sponded to Mechanic Street 
to investigate a complaint.

9:23 p.m. — Cpl. Duff re-
sponded to Columbia Street 
for a welfare check.

11:00 p.m. — Cpl. Duff 
responded to Cooks Brook 
Road for an animal com-
plaint.

Thursday, Jan. 28
12:12 a.m. — Cpl. Duff 

responded to Cooks Brook 
Road to investigate suspi-
cious activity.

2:48 a.m. — Off. Smith re-
sponded to Cleveland Street 
to investigate suspicious ac-
tivity.

7:25 a.m. — ACO Tingley 
responded to Cooks Brook 
Road for an animal com-
plaint.

7:49 a.m. — Off. Janakis 
responded to Columbia Street 
to investigate a motor vehicle 
accident.

8:50 a.m. — Off. York re-
sponded to Elm Street to sum-
mons a 31-year-old Houlton 
female for criminal trespass 
and failure to install approved 

smoke detectors.
9:41 a.m. — Off. Janakis 

responded to Military Street 
to investigate suspicious ac-
tivity.

12:30 p.m. — Off. York re-
sponded to Military Street to 
summons a 22-year-old Mer-
rill female for misuse of iden-
tification.

12:50 p.m. — Detective 
Nason responded to Clover 
Circle to arrest a 31-year-old 
Houlton male, Joshua Beal, 
for failure to register or up-
date information.

1:27 p.m. — Off. York re-
sponded to Mill Street to in-
vestigate a missing person.

4:34 p.m. — Off. Bickford 
responded to Hogan Street to 
investigate a complaint.

Friday, Jan. 29
1:22 a.m. — Cpl. Duff re-

sponded to Court Street to in-
vestigate suspicious activity.

4:59 p.m. — Off. Quint re-
sponded to North Street to as-
sist another agency.

Saturday, Jan. 30
1:42 a.m. — Off. Smith re-

sponded to Bangor Street to 
arrest a 27-year-old Linneus 
female, Nicolle Hall, for vi-
olating condition of release, 
criminal mischief and crimi-
nal trespass.

3:01 a.m. — Sgt. Wampler 
responded to Cooks Brook 
Road to investigate a com-
plaint.

10:31 a.m. — Off. Quint 
responded to Sugarloaf Street 
for a welfare check.

12:42 p.m. — Off. Quint 

responded to Hillview Ave-
nue to arrest a 46-year-old 
Cary male, Clarence Keaton, 
for leaving the scene of a mo-
tor vehicle accident, assault 
on an officer and operating 
under the influence.

2:37 p.m. — Off. Smith re-
sponded to Hartford Street to 
assist other agency.

3:10 p.m. — Off. Quint re-
sponded to Water Street for 
an animal complaint.

4:30 p.m. — Off. Smith re-
sponded to Military Street to 
investigate a complaint.

5:31 p.m. — Off. Smith re-
sponded to Tower Road to in-
vestigate suspicious activity.

6:08 p.m. — Off. Smith 
responded to South Street to 
assist a citizen.

8:07 p.m. — Sgt. Wampler 
responded to Customs Loop 
to arrest a 39-year-old Texas 
male, Christopher Alliston, 
for possession of marijuana 
and sale and use of drug par-
aphernalia.

9:04 p.m. — Sgt. Wampler 
responded to Kelleran Street 
to investigate a complaint.

10:55 p.m. — Sgt. Wampler 
responded to Bangor Street 
for a welfare check.

HPD Corner
The 20th Annual Mooses-

tompers weekend is to be held 
this weekend, Feb. 5, 6 and 
7. Please visit their website 
or visit local businesses for 
complete schedule of events. 
This event offers fun for the 
whole family to get out and 
chase away the winter blues!

with two counts of cruelty to ani-
mals after an investigation deter-
mined the pair had “abandoned 
cats on various rural streets in Van 
Buren.” Both cats survived and are 
now doing well, according to offi-
cials at Halfway Home Pet Rescue 
in Caribou.

On Jan. 25, a car occupied by two 
or three young people allegedly in-
tentionally struck and killed a wild 
turkey on Mitchell Road in Caribou, 
according to Caribou police Officer 
Craig Peterson. The suspects have 
not been identified.

From his office in Augusta, 
Hughes said Monday that his of-
fice has changed its data system 
to assure that multiple reports on a 
case are condensed into one report. 
He said that a new development 
that just started last month is t hat 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
is now collecting data on animal 
crimes the way it would for other 
serious crimes like homicide.

There will be four categories of 
crimes: simple or gross neglect, in-
tentional abuse and torture, organized 
abuse — like dog fighting and cock 
fighting — and animal sexual abuse.

“I am interested to see what the 
data will show for Maine,” said 
Hughes. “We have always gotten 
good reports and are doing better 
than other places in the country.”

Hughes said that there are many 
animal abuse cases that people do 
not read about in the paper, ones 
that are dealt with by animal control 
officers or animal welfare agents 
every day.

“It will be a long time before this 
office will be out of business, unfor-
tunately,” he said Monday.

Animal abuse
(Continued from Page 3)
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Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
BLACK HAWK goalie Nate Lilly, who joined the squad after the 
team expanded to allow Southern Aroostook and Katahdin students 
on the cooperative hockey team with Houlton and Hodgdon, 
prepares to defend a shot by Old Town/Orono's Trent Lick.

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
OLD TOWN/ORONO'S Trent Lick, front, carries the puck up the 
ice Wednesday evening in a hockey game against the Houlton-
Hodgdon-Southern Aroostook-Katahdin Black Hawks. Giving 
chase are Black Hawks Garrett Perkins, middle, and Josh Malone. 
Fourteen of the 40 boys varsity ice hockey teams statewide this 
winter are comprised of two or more schools.

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
OLD TOWN/ORONO Blackbear Chis Hoxie, left, crashes into 
Nick Delucca of the Houlton-Hodgdon-Southern Aroostook-
Katahdin Black Hawks during a Jan. 20 game in Houlton.

Pioneer Times phtoto/Joseph Cyr
BLACK HAWK  coach Tony Marino gives instruction to Elizabeth 
Ward during a Jan. 20 hockey game in Houlton. 

Warriors clip Hawks 
in playoff atmosphere game

By Joseph Cyr
Staff Writer

HODGDON — There was 
a distinct vibe coming out 
of the Hawks’ Den Thurs-
day evening as the Southern 
Aroostook boys came to town 
to face Hodgdon.

Perhaps it was because 
it was Senior Night for the 
Hawks, as several players 
appeared in their final home 
game of the year.

Or maybe it was because 
one special guest Addie 
Woods, a Hodgdon youngster 
who is going through aggres-
sive chemotherapy to fight a 
form of leukemia, was in at-
tendance for the game. Woods 
is the younger sister of Hodg-
don senior Blake Woods, and 
surprised her big brother by 
attending the game for a few 
moments, with her doctor’s 
permission.

Whatever the reason for 
the electric crowd, there was 

a definite playoff feel to the 
game as the Hawks and War-
riors met on the hardwood. 
SACS proved to be too much 
for the scrappy Hawks as the 
Warriors pulled off a 62-41 
victory.

At Dyer Brook earlier in the 
season, Southern Aroostook 
squeaked out an 80-75 win.

“I think our game did have 
a playoff feeling to it,” Hodg-
don coach Rob Smith said. 
“The crowd was one of the 
best all year at home and it 
was just as packed in South-
ern Aroostook for our game 
down there. It was good for 
both teams to play in front of 
a crowd of that magnitude be-
cause when the playoffs start, 
home gyms will be filled by 
both teams and it is usually 
loud and the players feed off 
of it.”

SACS coach Bill McAvoy 
Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr

UP THE FLOOR — Southern Aroostook's Luis Morales brings the 
ball up the floor as Hodgdon's Dillan Buzzell gives chase during 
Thursday's game in Hodgdon.

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
REBOUND — Hodgdon's Daden Palmer, left, rips the ball away 
from SACS' Tyler Batchelder during Thursday's game. 

Boys’ hoop 
squads make final

 playoff push
By Joseph Cyr

Staff Writer
Only one regular season game 

remains for most boys’ basket-
ball squads, as the playoffs start 
next week.

Three of the five squads in the 
Houlton Pioneer Times cov-
erage area appear to be headed 
to the postseason this year as 
Southern Aroostook, Hodgdon 
and East Grand/Greater Houlton 
Christian Academy are all in the 
mix in their respective regions.

The final day for regular sea-
son games is Friday, with pre-
liminary playoffs slated to be-
gin Feb. 9-10. Teams then shift 
to the Cross Insurance Center 
in Bangor for the quarterfinal 
round starting Feb. 12.

In the Class D North region, 
Southern Aroostook (14-3, 
102.9630) is in second, be-
hind top-ranked Easton (15-2, 
118.0247). The Warriors have 
punched their ticket directly to 
Bangor for the quarterfinals. 
SACS closes out the regular 
season with a big game at home 
Thursday against Fort Fairfield 
(13-4, and ranked second in the 
Class C North region).

If the Warriors stay in the No. 
2 seed, they would play Mon-
day, Feb. 15 at 11:05 a.m. in 
Bangor against the winner of 
the Feb. 10 No. 7-No. 10 prelim. 

Those teams are currently Shead 
(10-6) and East Grand/Greater 
Houlton Christian Academy (4-
13, 15.0617).

Katahdin (3-15, 4.3210) is 
12th in the region and not in the 
playoff picture.

In Class C North, Hodgdon 
(9-8, 68.7654) is sixth, and if 
the current rankings hold, will 
host a preliminary playoff game 
Feb. 10 against the No. 11 seed, 
currently Piscataquis Communi-
ty High School (7-10, 36.5432). 
The two teams did not meet 
during the regular season.

In Class B North, Houlton (2-
15, 13.9506) is 15th and not in 
the playoff picture this year.

The following is a recap of 
games played through Monday.

Katahdin 52, Fort Fairfield 
85 — At Fort Fairfield Monday, 
Katahdin was unable to keep 
pace with the Tigers in the sec-
ond half. Monday’s game was 
the final regular season contest 
for Katahdin.

Tigers used a balanced-scor-
ing effort behind Chris Gib-
erson’s 20 points to pull away 
for the win. Isaac Cyr added 15 
points, Josh Ricker chipped in 
with 12, while Dalton Cassidy 
and Jared Harvey added nine 
apiece.

Snow Run returns 
for 32nd year

HOULTON — The 32nd an-
nual 5K Wild Katahdin Trust 
Snow Run/2 Mile Walk will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 6 as part of 
the Moosestompers Weekend.

Registration will be held from 
9:30-10:35 a.m. in the Millar 
Civic Center’s function room 
on the second floor. The cost is 
$12, with the first 50 to sign-up 
getting a T-shirt.

The two-mile walk begins at 
10:45 a.m., followed by the run 
at 11 a.m. The event is the First 
run in the Aroostook Musterds 
County Challenge Series.

The course starts and ends at 
the Millar Civic Center’s front 
entrance. An adult guardian 
must accompany children under 
10 years of age.

Categories for 5K Run: 14 and 
under, 15-18, 19-29, 30-39, 40-
49, 50-59 and 60 and over. The 
awards ceremony will be held at 
11:45 a.m. and includes award 
for first place in each of the age 
categories for both runners and 
walkers. The first five walkers to 
finish will earn a special “Mean 
Runner” award.

Proceeds benefit the Houlton 
Area Backpacks For Kids Pro-
gram. Refreshments available 
after the Run/Walk.

For more information, con-
tact Nancy Ketch at 521-5938 
or comm.development@houl-
ton-maine.com and check the 
Moosestompers Facebook page. 
People of all abilities are wel-
come to join.

Regular season winds to an end 
for girls’ basketball squads

By Joseph Cyr
Staff Writer

With postseason position 
hanging in the balance, girls’ 
basketball teams are about to 
embark on the final week of 
hoop action.

The final regular season 
games will be played Friday, 
followed by preliminary play-
offs for some squads starting 
Feb. 9 and Feb. 10.

For the first time in several 
weeks, the Lady Shiretowners 
have dropped out of the top spot 
in the Class B North. Houlton 
(15-1, 132.7160 points) is now 
second in the region behind 
No. 1 Mt. Desert Island (16-1, 
140.6173).

Houlton played a huge game 
against No. 3 Presque Isle last 
night (Tuesday). A win over 
the Wildcats would likely be 
enough to lift the Shires back 
into the top spot. Conversely, a 
win by Presque Isle could see 
the two squads flip-flop in the 
standings.

At the very least, the Shires 
will remain in the top four, and 
earn a bye directly to Bangor 
for the playoffs. Depending on 
where the team finishes, Houl-
ton could play their first quar-
terfinal game Friday, Feb. 12 or 
Saturday, Feb. 13 at the Cross 
Insurance Center.

In Class C North, Hodgdon 
(1-16, 6.3580) is 16th and not in 
the playoff picture this year.

In Class D North, Southern 
Aroostook (12-5, 83.1481) is 
comfortably in the top spot, well 
ahead of the No. 2 seed Central 
Aroostook (12-4, 67.0370). The 
Warriors will also earn a bye 
directly to Bangor and avoid a 
prelim game. If SACS stays in 

the No. 1 seed, the team will 
face the winner of No. 8-No. 9 
prelim.

Katahdin (9-8, 34.4444) is 
currently seventh in the region 
and is likely hosting a prelimi-
nary game. If the Cougars could 
move up to the No. 6 position, 
they too would earn a bye to 
Bangor. If Katahdin stays No. 7, 
the Cougars would host the No. 
10 seed in a Feb. 9 prelim.

East Grand/Greater Houl-
ton Christian Academy (7-10, 
26.8519) moved back into play-
off contention this week as the 
Vikings are now ninth in the re-
gion. The Vikings would travel 
to the No. 8 seed (currently Wis-
dom) for a prelim game.

The following is a recap of 
regular season games played 
through Monday.

Hermon 30, Houlton 49 — 
At Houlton Saturday, the Shires 
used a balanced scoring attack 
to lead the team to its 15th win 
on the season over Hermon. 
Played in front of a large home-
town crowd, Houlton’s Kolleen 
Bouchard scored 17 points to 
lead the Shiretowners past the 
Hawks.

Natalie Hill added 13 points, 
Rylee Warman chipped in 10 
and Aspen Flewelling had nine 
for Houlton.

Emi Higgins led the 9-8 visi-
tors with 16 points and Caitlyn 
Tracy tallied six.

Houlton led 6-9, 28-18 and 
36-22 at the quarter breaks.

Ashland 35, So. Aroostook 
43 — At Dyer Brook Saturday, 
Kassidy Mathers scored 12 of 
her 16 points in the final quarter 
to lead Southern Aroostook by 
Ashland. Sydney Brewer con-
tributed 11 points and grabbed 

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
UP STRONG  — Houlton's Megan Collett, right, takes the ball 
strong to the hoop during Saturday's game against Hermon. 
Defending on the play is Hermon's Alex Allain, left, and Caitlynn 
Tracy (No. 23).

10 rebounds for the 12-5 War-
riors.

Senior Laura Sturgeon scored 
a game high 20-points for Ash-
land.

The Warriors led 16-9, 24-14 
and 29-23 at the quarter breaks.

Greenville 36, Katahdin 64 
— At Stacyville Friday, Cougar 
Courtney Stevens led all scorers 
with 30 points to power Katah-
din over Greenville. Kathadin’s 

(Please see Page 8) (Please see Page 9)

(Please see Page 8)
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Thursdays,
9:30 - 11:00

Meet John and his team at

The County Co-op &
Farm Store

and

have coffee with John

SHARPT

Call today to reserve your room! 1-800-321-2211 or 207-262-0070

$13900
+ tax*

• Minutes from the Cross Center and The Bangor Mall
• Indoor Pool
• The Bistro Restaurant & Lounge

Present this coupon at check-in and receive
a FREE Tournament Survival Kit: includes 

 breakfast for 2 adults, $30 gas card 
& other goodies.**(one goodie bag per stay)

*Promotional rate valid for stays from Feb. 12-21, 2016 subject to availability. Cannot be combined with other discounts
or promotions. Reservations required. When making reservations please reference “Tournament Special Package” to receive
promotional rate. **To receive survival kit, this ad (no reproductions accepted) MUST be presented upon check in,
overnight stay is required.

32nd Annual

SNOW RUN
Wild Katahdin Trust

Saturday, Feb. 6th
Registration begins at 9:30am

Millar Civic Center’s large function room
(upstairs overlooking skating rink)

WALK

RUN

begins
10:45 AM

begins
11:00 AM

An adult guardian
must accompany
children under 10

years of age.

Join us for more activites during
MOOSESTOMPERS THIS WEEKEND

FEBRUARY 5, 6 & 7
SEE LIST OF ACTIVITIES

in this week’s Pioneer Times

Fee: $12 

Millar Civic Center, Community Park, Houlton

For more information, “Like”
Wild Katahdin Trust Snow Run 
on

Award Ceremony 11:45 AM

facebook

Houlton Basketball Association 
All-Star Extravaganza returns

By Jere A. Humphrey
Basketball Commissioner

HOULTON — The Houlton 
Basketball Association Men’s 
League will host the second An-
nual All-Star Fundraiser special 
event on Saturday, Feb. 6, start-
ing at 3:30 p.m. in conjunction 
with the 20th annual Mooses-
tompers Weekend, at their home 
court at the Houlton Recreation 
Department gymnasium.

All sports enthusiasts are wel-
come and this special event is 
available for the public to attend 
and to be part of a great com-
munity event. The players of the 
League encourage the public to 
attend these all star events that 
will feature three separate seg-
ments of basketball skills, such 
as the Pizza Hut and Walmart 
3-Point Shoot-Out competi-
tion; the Daigle Oil Company 
and Donahue’s Masonry Free 
Throw contest, and the much 
anticipated Dead River Compa-
ny Men’s League All Star game 
that will highlight 12 players 
from both the Houlton’s Men’s 
League and the Calais Men’s 
League programs, that will face 
off head-to-head in a 48-minute 
regulation game.

Last year, the inaugural game 
was won by the Washington 
County Men’s League All-
Stars, 108-105. Houlton Men’s 
League All-Star squad will be 
coached by Jere Humphrey, 
basketball commissioner. The 
Calais squad will be coached by 
Ryan Lincoln of Woodland.

The Houlton Water Company 
will offer “happy half hour” to 
all the competitors, this will al-
low everyone to get warmed up 
for all the afternoon basketball 
events from 3-3:20 p.m., as the 
crowd files in.

Following the All-Star game, 
the Pioneer Broadband Most 
Valuable Player trophy will be 
presented to the Men’s League 
player who showcased his tal-
ent the best to lead his respec-
tive team to success. Brandon 
Tomah was awarded the MVP 
Award in 2015, and will try to 
repeat during this year’s event.

Organizers are targeting ap-
proximately 58 athletes as the 
number of players to compete 
in the several special segments. 
The 3-point Shoot-Out will 
challenge the long range shoot-
ers to attempt 20 shots from five 
different “hot spots” beyond the 
arc in a one minute time period. 

Each designated spot will have 
a “money” ball, which is worth 
two points, and all other scores 
are worth one point each. There 
will be three rounds of compe-
tition, prior to the trophy being 
awarded. A perfect round will 
be scored as 25 points, and bo-
nus points will be awarded.

The Houlton Men’s League 
has several different shoot-
ers that will be competing for 
the title, such as: Zach Stubbs; 
team captain of the Flint Trop-
ics, who will make his second 
straight All-Star special events 
appearance. Stubbs set the sea-
son League record of seven 
3-pointers in a single season 
game and is atop the League 
standings with 30 total.

The combination of sharp 
shooters from the Monstars — 
Lucas Flewelling, Caleb Dube, 
Travis Casey and Matthew 
Drake will also be looking to 
challenge. Jeremy Tarr will be 
representing the Swamp Don-
keys and Adam Hogan and de-
fending champ Sam Henderson 
are representing the Rec Leg-
ends. Henderson will have his 
work cut out for himself for 
back to back titles.

The free throw shooting con-
test will be a display of mind, 
focus and skill as the League’s 
qualified players attempt to 
score perfect percentages from 
the charity stripe, while shoot-
ing 10 straight shots through 
three rounds of competition.

The Rec Legends will be very 
well represented as Henderson 
is atop the league standings 
for the second straight season, 
shooting 84.6 percent. He was 
runner-up in the 2015 Inaugural 
Free Throw contest, despite net-
ting 23/25 of his total foul shots. 
Adam Hogan, who will make 
his initial FT contest appear-
ance, is close behind, shooting 
76.9 percent. James Bates, who 
leads his Swamp Donkeys in 
scoring, will try to make it to 
the final round after shooting 
70 percent during the season. 
Flewelling will be the Monstars 
best hope shooting 63 percent 
from the line.

Hopefully, Travis Casey will 
be able to compete after his last 
regular season game ankle inju-
ry, and put the Monstars back 
on the map, if not Coach Jordan 
Hill will impress all the fans 
along with his teammates of the 
Legends

The Dead River Company 
Men’s League regulation type 
game will be much anticipated 
as the local squad is unaware 
of how well prepared the Cal-
ais Men’s League team will be 
and match up against our own 
Houlton Men’s League All-
Stars. The All Star game, that 
will have four 12-minute peri-
ods and officiated by IAABO 
Board officials, will provide the 
opportunity for all the players 
to once again display their own 
on court performances and try 
to lead their respective team to 
success, and show great sports-
manship while competing to-
wards a fund-raising event. Fol-
lowing the game, the MVP will 
be presented with a trophy.

The Aroostook Auto Tech 
shop will offer the Ladies 
League exhibition game, as the 
Houlton Basketball Association 
is always looking to expand 
their team rosters, for both di-
visions ‚Ä“ mens and womens.

Admission to the All-Star 
special event will be $4 for 
adults and $2 for students. Con-
cessions and beverages will 
be available at the venue also. 
Proceeds from funds raised at 
the door and any donations col-
lected will help support the con-
tinued future of the community 
based non-profit Houlton Men’s 
League , and also a portion of 
funds will be donated to local 
athletics for their school pro-
grams.

The attendees will have the 
opportunity to participate, as 
the Men’s League will offer 
a Horten’s Building Supplies 
half-court shot for both students 
and adults during the halftime 
intermission, if half court shot 
is made a $50.00 cash award 
will be given to the fan . Mark 
your calendars to get you en-
thused just before the local high 
school tournaments.

For more information, to 
get involved or sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact 
Humphrey at 768-1667 or 694-
2715, email address of maine-
whitelightnin@yahoo.com. 
The Houlton Basketball Asso-
ciation ‚Ä“ Men’s League also 
has a website with stats and 
information, which is http://
www.leaguelineup.com/houl-
tonmensleague and a Facebook 
page: Houlton Basketball As-
sociation - Men’s & Women’s 
Adult Leagues.

High School
Scoreboard

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Houlton 14-1

Southern Aroostook 12-5
Katahdin 9-8

East Grand/GHCA 7-10
Hodgdon 1-16

Wednesday, Jan. 27
Woodland 48, East Grand/

GHCA 43.
Friday, Jan. 29

Greenville 36, Katahdin 64.
So. Aroostook 52, Hodgdon 

34.
East Grand/GHCA 31, 

Wisdom 24.
Saturday, Jan. 30

Hermon 30, Houlton 49.
Ashland 34, So. Aroostook 

43.
Tuesday, Feb. 2

Katahdin at Southern 
Aroostook, 6 p.m.

Houlton at Presque Isle, 7 
p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 3
Hodgdon at East Grand/

GHCA 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 4

Houlton at Mattanawcook 
Academy, 7 p.m.

Ends regular season
Feb. 9-10

Preliminary playoffs begin, 
TBA.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Southern Aroostook 14-3

Hodgdon 9-8
East Grand/GHCA 4-13

Katahdin 3-15
Houlton 2-15

Tuesday, Jan. 26
So. Aroostook 82, Katahdin 

27.
Houlton 39, Caribou 51.

Fort Fairfield 43, Hodgdon 
45.

Wednesday, Jan. 27

Woodland 66, East Grand/
GHCA 38.

Thursday, Jan. 28
So. Aroostook 62, Hodgdon 

41.
Friday, Jan. 29

Greenville 54, Katahdin 35.
East Grand/GHCA 56, 

Wisdom 69.
Saturday, Jan. 30

Hermon 47, Houlton 46.
Ashland 39, So. Aroostook 

78.
Monday, Feb. 1

Katahdin 52, Fort Fairfield 
85.

Houlton 52, Presque Isle 
45.

Wednesday, Feb. 3
Houlton at Mattanawcook 

Academy, 7 p.m.
Hodgdon at East Grand/

GHCA, 5 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 4

Fort Fairfield at So. Aroos-
took, 7 p.m.

Ends regular season
Wednesday, Feb. 10

Preliminary playoffs begin, 
TBA.

HOCKEY
Houlton-Hodg-

don-SACS-Katahdin 1-12
Wednesday, Jan. 27

Old Town/Orono 6, Black 
Hawks 3.

Saturday, Jan. 30
Black Hawks 0, Waterville 

9.
Saturday, Feb. 6

Black Hawks at Brewer, 6 
p.m.

The Houlton Pioneer Times 
strives for excellence in its 
reporting. To report results, 

email  jcyr@pioneertimes-me.
com or call 532-2282.

Senior 
all-star 
games

CARIBOU — The Aroostook 
Senior All-Star Basketball Games 
will be played March 1 at Caribou 
High School. Team members were 
selected recently by a committee 
appointed by the Aroostook League 
made up of school administrators 
and media members.

Playing for one of the girls’ 
teams are Laura Sturgeon of Ash-
land, Karli Levesque of Central 
Aroostook, Jenna Boucher of Car-
ibou, Kim Stoddard of East Grand/
GHCA, Taylor Churchill, Kayla 
Giberson, Teresa Maynard and 
Chelsey Pelkey, all of Fort Fairfield; 
and Molly Cunningham and Court-
ney Stevens, both of Katahdin.

The other girls’ team includes 
Blake Bradley of Easton, Natalie 
Hill of Houlton, Jackie Peers of 
LCS/MSSM, Alexis Levesque of 
Madawaska, Olivia Hudson, Re-
gan Nelson and Taylor Williams, all 
of Presque Isle; Grace Braley and 
Emmy Churchill, both of Wash-
burn; and Rhylee Wright of Wis-
dom. Kate Condon of Houlton, who 
is injured and cannot play, was an 
honorary selection.

Making up one of the boys’ 
squads are Dustin Pryor of Central 
Aroostook, Gabe Massey, Dono-
van Savage and Ricky Sheldon, all 
of Caribou; Logan Halvorson and 
Drew Sotomayor, both of Easton; 
Josh Ricker of Fort Fairfield, Jim-
my Buzzell of Hodgdon, Joseph 
Canwell of Van Buren and Chance 
Gervais of Wisdom.

The other boys’ team members 
are Ryan Chasse and Brandon 
Theriault, both of Fort Kent; Garrett 
Ring of Houlton, Tyson Porter of 
Katahdin, Craig Gendreau of Mad-
awaska, Connor Murchison and 
Kyle Rider, both of Presque Isle; 
and Noah Caron, Brandon Cropley 
and Jarrett Olson, all of Washburn.

The girls’ game will tip off at 5:30 
p.m., and the boys’ game at 7 p.m. 
An admission fee will be charged 
and concessions will be available.
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Warriors clip Hawks
(Continued from Page 6)

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
SWAT — About to put a big block on the ball is Hodgdon's 
Blake Woods, left, as SACS' Tyler Batchelder lofts a shot during 
Thursday's game.

Girl's
(Continued from Page 6)

Pioneer Times phot/Joseph Cyr
LUNGING — Houlton's Kristen Graham, left, reaches high for the 
ball Saturday while guarded by Hermon's Alex Allain.

Georgia Landry chipped in 
with 12 points.

Shelby Ward led the Lakers 
with 16 points and MacKen-
zie Ward added 10.

So. Aroostook 52, Hodg-
don 32 — At Hodgdon 
Friday, Brewer poured in 
22 points to lift Southern 
Aroostook to victory. Vining 
chipped in 12.

Sydney Howell and Janelle 
Goff paced the Hawks with 
10 and eight points, respec-
tively.

The Warriors led 16-6, 
30-8 and 41-23 at the quarter 
breaks.

East Grand/GHCA 31, 
Wisdom 24 — At St. Agatha 
Friday, the Vikings notched 
the close seven-point victory 
over Wisdom. Individual re-
sults were not reported.

Woodland 48, East 
Grand/GHCA 43-- At Dan-
forth Jan. 27, Woodland took 
a three-point lead at the end 
of third quarter and then held 
off late push East Grand/
Greater Houlton Christian 
Academy for the win.

Shaye Beers scored 11 
points to lead the Dragons 
and Sara Boies added eight.

Sarah Stoddard paced East 
Grand with 18 points, while 
Hayleigh Shay added 11 and 
Kim Stoddard netted 10.

The two squads were knot-
ted at 9-9 in the first quar-
ter, with Woodland holding 
a slim 24-23 lead at the half 
and a 35-32 edge after three 
periods.

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
SHOOTER — Lofting a shot is Houlton's Aspen Flewelling during 
Saturday's game against Hermon.

REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT #50
OPENING

At
Southern Aroostook Comm. School

EDUCATIONAL TECHNICIAN II POSITION
Please address your request to the:

Office of the Superintendent
RSU 50

922 Dyer Brook Road
Dyer Brook, ME 04747

EOE

agreed.
“Back in the beginning of 

the season, I said I thought 
Hodgdon was the best qual-
ity team on my schedule,” 
McAvoy said. “We had lost 
to Fort Fairfield, and these 
guys (Hodgdon) just beat 
Fort. So I think our kids re-
ally wanted to make a state-
ment tonight.”

Nolan Altvater tallied 28 

points and Jackson Mathers 
added 16 points to propel 
Southern Aroostook of Dyer 
Brook to victory. Jimmy 
Buzzell led the Hawks with 
28 points.

SACS led 17-9, 32-19 and 
52-29 at the quarter breaks.

Having a game with such 
a playoff atmosphere could 
prove beneficial for both 
teams come playoff time.

“You have to learn to play 
under control and do not let 

the hype of the game get to 
you,” Smith said. “The team 
that settles down the quick-
est and gets into their game 
usually comes out on top. We 
have had some players that 
have played in big games like 
that before, but as a team as 
a whole we have not expe-
rienced it. We have not seen 
many games with that type 
of a crowd and excitement 
this year. It reminded me of 
the Houlton-Hodgdon games 
from a few years back.”

The Hawks tried using the 
same 2-3 zone defense that 
worked so well against Fort 
Fairfield, but the Warriors 
managed to find the holes in 
the zone.

“We need to work on our 
rotations a little more and 
I think that cost us some 
boards,” coach Smith said. 
“We needed to control the 
glass on both ends of the 
court. We went into the game 
with the idea to limit one of 
SA’s big two (Mathers and 
Altvater).”

The Hawks managed to 
somewhat bottle up Mathers, 
holding him to just three 
field goals. But the talented 
junior went to the free throw 
line 13 times, making nine of 
those shots.

“Those two are going to 
score, because they are great 
shooters and look for their 
best shot if open,” Smith 
said. “We needed to put more 
points on the board. We have 
guys that can score also and 
we got good looks, but the 
shots did not fall down.”
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FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER
   The Houlton Police Department is currently accepting applica-
tions for full-time Police Officer positions.
   Applicants must possess a law enforcement pre-service
Alert/Phase I certificate from the Maine Criminal Justice Acad-
emy. BLETP graduates are encouraged to apply. Applicants must
also hold a valid motor vehicle operator’s license, a high school
diploma or a GED equivalent. If  prior or current military a copy
of  your DD214/or active status documents. Applicants must live
within 20 miles of  the Houlton Police Department, applicant must
have no criminal convictions, no drug history or extensive motor
vehicle violation history. Final applicant will undergo extensive
background investigations, polygraph exams, and drug screenings,
physiological and an oral boards.
   Applications may be obtained by downloading from our web
page or in person by coming to the police department.
   Application and supporting documentation may be mailed to:

Chief  of  Police
Joe McKenna,

Houlton Police Department
97 Military Street, Houlton, ME 04730

or submitted electronically to
chief.joe.mckenna@houlton-maine.com

Boy's hoop squads
(Continued from Page 6)

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
JUMPER — Hodgdon's Dana Brown, right, puts up a jumper over 
the outstretched arms of SACS' Luis Morales during Thursday's 
game. 

Katahdin was led by Tyson 
Porter with 20 points, while 
Hunter Craig added eight and 
Brody Guiggey chipped in 
seven.

Fort Fairfield led 19-12, 
36-28 and 66-34 at the quar-
ter breaks.

Houlton 52, Presque Isle 
45 — At Presque Isle Mon-
day, the Shiretowners rallied 
from a six-point deficit at the 
end of the third quarter to re-
cord the win over the Wild-
cats.

Cameron Graham paced 
Houlton with 19 points and 
Jacob Brown added 18 on six 
3-point field goals. Garrett 
Ring added nine in the win.

For Presque Isle, Griffin 
Guerrette scored 16 points 
and Connor Murchison 
chipped in with 12.

Houlton led 15-13 in the 
first quarter and 26-24 at 
halftime, before Presque Isle 
went up 37-31 after three 
quarters.

Hermon 47, Houlton 46 — 
At Houlton Saturday, Keenan 
Marseille led all scorers 
with 18 points as the Hawks 
nipped the Shiretowners for 
the win.

Tyler Beaton and Isaiah 
Marseille chipped in 10 and 
nine points, respectively, for 
8-8 Hermon.

Brown paced Houlton with 
15 points, while Graham add-
ed 10 and Ring had nine.

Hermon led 18-9, 32-19 and 
40-34 at the quarter breaks 
before Houlton mounted a 
furious, fourth-quarter surge, 
falling just short of the win.

Ashland 39, So. Aroos-
took 78 — At Dyer Brook 
Saturday, the host-Warriors 
doubled up Ashland with a 
39-point win. Individual re-
sults were not reported.

Greenville 54, Katahdin 
35 — At Stacyville Friday, 
visiting Greenville outscored 
the Cougars 16-5 in the 
fourth quarter to come away 
with the win. Nick Foley was 

on fire as he scored 30 of his 
35 points on 3-pointers to 
lead the Lakers. Tim White 
added nine for Greenville.

Devin McGraw led Katah-
din with 12 points and Porter 
chipped in nine for Katahdin.

The Cougars led 12-9 in 
the first quarter, but Green-
ville rallied to take a 26-20 
halftime lead and was up 38-
30 after three quarters.

East Grand/GHCA 56, 
Wisdom 69 — At St. Agatha 
Friday, Jack Guerrette poured 
in a game-high 33 points to 
propel Wisdom past the EG/
GHCA Vikings. Chance Ger-
vais contributed 16 points.

Isaac Potter led the Vikings 
with 16 points and Jed Grant 
added 11.

The Vikings led 10-9 in 
the first quarter, but Wisdom 
went up 27-18 at the half and 
led 47-34 after three quarters.

Woodland 66, East 
Grand/GHCA 38 — At Dan-
forth Jan. 27, visiting Wood-
land rolled to the 28-point 
victory. Individual results 
were not reported.

So. Aroostook 82, Katah-
din 27 — At Stacyville Jan. 
26, in a battle of RSU 50 
squads, it was the Warriors 
of Southern Aroostook who 
put on a scoring clinic. Jack-
son Mathers led four play-
ers in double-digits with a 
game-high 23 points, includ-
ing five 3-pointers, to spark 
Southern Aroostook.

Tyler Batchelder contribut-
ed 19 points while Nolan Al-
tvater added 16 and Jayden 

Burpee chipped in 10.
Guiggey led Katahdin with 

10 points, while Porter added 
six.

SACS led 25-10, 57-17 and 
65-23 at the quarter breaks.

Houlton 39, Caribou 51 
— At Caribou Jan. 26, the 
host Vikings scored 12 un-
answered points midway 
through the second half to 
break open a one-point game 
en route to the win. Donovan 
Savage led the way with 18 
points.

Andre Rossignol contrib-
uted 12 points for Caribou 
and Nick Allen added 10.

For Houlton, Nick Perfitt, 
Jared Fox and Brown each 
tallied eight points.

Caribou led 12-10, 22-
2- and 36-27 at the quarter 
breaks.

Fort Fairfield 43, Hodg-
don 45 — At Hodgdon Jan. 
26, the Hawks took a five-
point lead into the half and 
then held off the Tigers for 
the win.

Hawk Daden Palmer hit a 
3-pointer with 5.5 seconds 
remaining in the game to 
put the Hawks up two. Fort 
Fairfield got a look at a three 
but did the shot was off the 
mark.

Palmer finished with a 
game-high 18 points and 
Jimmy Buzzell added 14. For 
Fort Fairfield, Ryan Player 
led the way with 15 points 
and Cyr added 11.

Hodgdon led 14-10, 29-
24 and 37-33 at the quarter 
breaks.

Birch 
Point 

Bowling
ISLAND FALLS — Men’s and 

women’s bowling action continues 
at the Birch Point Bowling Lanes. 
In women’s league play, the stand-
ings are: 1, Twisted Sisters, 70-42; 
2, Incredibowls, 68-44; 3, Golden 
Girls, 50-62; 4, Ball Busters, 49-63; 
5, WWB, 47-65; and 6, Candlepin 
Mamas, 44-68.

The top six averages are: 1, Chris 
Lash, 100.1; 2, Dede Edkins, 98.6; 
3, Donna Crandall, 97; 4, Sherry 
Porter, 93.2; 5, Janelle Grant, 90.3; 
and 6, Beth Edkins, 89.5.

The weekly-high-single went 
to Crandall with a 119, while the 
weekly-high-threes featured a tie 
between Crandall and Dede Edkins, 
both at 307.

The year-to-date high single is 
still held by Crandall and Joanie 
Sides, both with a 126 and the year-
to-date high three belongs to Dede 
Edkins at 332.

In men’s league play, the league 
average for week 13 is 92.27. The 
current standings are: 1, Strike Force, 
86-18; 2, Gutterballs, 66-38; 3, In-
timidators, 62-42; 4, Rough Riders, 
58-46; 5, Sandbaggers, 40-64.

The high single and series for the 
week went to Everett Boutilier with a 
133 single and 364 series. The team 
single and series went to Gutterballs 
at 546 single and 1,590 series.

The top five averages are Joe 
Bishop, 105.7; Everett Boutilier, 
104.1; Jerry Violette, 103.1; Bob 
King, 101.2; and Mike Detour 
100.6.

FORT KENT — At the Lone-
some Pine Trails Jan. 30, Houl-
ton skier Emma Hines finished 
fifth in the Giant Slalom with 
a time of 1 minute, 51.26 sec-
onds in the morning run and was 
fourth in the afternoon session 
with a time of 1:41.35.
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Aroostook Partnership
 for Progress survey prepares 

for workforce dip
CARIBOU — An Aroostook 

County economic development 
partnership is taking a proac-
tive step to get businesses ready 
for a projected future dip in the 
workforce, while at the same 
time spearheading interest in 
young people to remain in The 
County to replace those depart-
ing workers.

The Aroostook Partnership 
for Progress, a regional pub-
lic-private initiative that works 
with its partners to market 
Aroostook County, conduct re-
search and coordinate efforts 
to influence business and gov-
ernment issues that impact eco-
nomic growth and development, 
is in the midst of a two pronged 
project. The effort involves 
sending surveys to 2,800 grade 
nine through twelve students in 
The County and to several hun-
dred businesses in the region 
to combat a projected 109,000 
person gap between those who 
are potentially leaving the 
workforce and those who are 
entering it in the next six years, 
according to Maine Workforce 
Outlook 2012-2022, a report 
from the Maine Department of 
Labor Center for Workforce Re-
search and Information.

According to Robert Dorsey, 
president and chief executive 

officer of APP, the surveys are 
focusing on increasing student 
retainment numbers and at-
tracting them to education and 
careers in The County. They are 
also giving them information 
about careers, job shadowing 
and internship opportunities 
available locally.

“We want to know how many 
youth are coming into the work-
force,” Dorsey said Monday. 
“And in the surveys we have 
sent out to the business com-
munity, we want to know how 
many employees they have, 
how many open positions they 
currently have, and how many 
employees they plan to hire in 
the next five years.”

Dorsey said that the Maine 
Workforce Outlook report was 
a big catalyst behind the sur-
vey. According to the report, in 
2012, the number of residents 
age 45 to 64 in the state’s la-
bor force of 700,000 numbered 
411,000. Most of that group will 
be labor force “leavers,” retir-
ing in the next six years. At the 
same time, 302,000 residents 
under age 20 will be labor force 
“entrants,” which is the cause of 
the 109,000 person gap between 
the two.

Lack of working-age popu-
lation growth can significantly 

impact businesses’ abilities 
to attract the staff they need to 
meet demand for their products 
and services, according to the 
report.

“That gap between potential 
labor force leavers and entrants 
is significant,” said Dorsey. “It 
gets your attention. We have got 
to get a better handle on how 
many jobs will be emerging.”

Dorsey said that it will also 
help businesses think about the 
future.

“They don’t realize the em-
ployees that they will be losing 
in the future,” he said.

Another goal is to get youth 
thinking early about what kinds 
of careers they might want to 
enter and then to educate them 
about the businesses that are out 
there in Aroostook County. That 
will open up the dialogue about 
job shadowing and internship 
opportunities.

“Even people who have lived 
here for decades don’t know a 
lot about Smith and Wesson 
or Louisiana Pacific,” he said. 
“They don’t know about all of 
the jobs available in the health-
care sector up here. We are real-
ly pushing that the kids can get 
a cost effective education here 
and remain here and work and 
have a good career.”

Soil health workshop 
slated in Presque Isle

PRESQUE ISLE — A soil and 
agronomy workshop will be held 
on Monday, Feb. 8, at the Univer-
sity of Maine at Presque Isle from 8 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

The event, to be held in the Cam-
pus Center, will feature various 
informational sessions throughout 
the day. Pesticide credits and CCA 
credits will be available. The regis-
tration cost is $15.

The day will begin with regis-
tration at 8:30 a.m., followed by a 
number of presentations. Partici-
pants may get lunch on their own 
from 12:10-1:30 p.m.

The following workshop ses-
sions are planned:

At 9 a.m., crop rotation in Maine, 
with Andrew Plant, University 
of Maine Cooperative Extension 
(UMCE) educator; 9:20 a.m., soil 
sampling and variable rate nutrient 

management, with Marcus Flewel-
ling, Crop Production Services; 9:40 
a.m., cover crop, residue manage-
ment, and soil health, and 10 a.m., 
role of soil survey in improving 
agricultural practices, Sam Wright, 
Soil Conservationist with the Na-
tional Resource Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) and Sukhwinder Bali, 
Adjunct Lecturer, UMPI.

Additionally, 10:50 a.m., reduc-
ing tillage and increase cover crops/
biomass, Dr. John Jemison, soil and 
water quality specialist, UMCE; 
11:10 a.m., soilborne insects, Jim 
Dwyer, crops specialist, UMCE; 
11:30 a.m., importance of soil mi-
croorganisms, Dr. Larry Feinstein, 
assistant professor of biology, 
UMPI; and 11:50 a.m., role of pre-
cision ag in relation to soils and ag-
ronomic crops, Dr. Lakesh Sharma, 
soil and crops specialist, UMCE.

Afternoon sessions include:
At 1:30 p.m., rotational crop 

economics, with Jake Dyer, agron-
omist, Maine Potato Board; 1:50 
p.m., crop rotation and soil health, 
Tony Jenkins, Maine state resource 
conservationist, NRCS; 2:10 p.m., 
soil testing options and interpreta-
tion, Bruce Hoskins, Maine Soil 
Testing Service and Analytical 
Lab, UMaine; 2:30 p.m. soilborne 
disease and its impact on potatoes, 
Dr. Dave Lambert, plant patholo-
gist, professor, UMCE; and, at 2:50 
p.m., what’s new in Maine agricul-
ture, Tim Hobbs, grower relations, 
Maine Potato Board.

A wrap-up at 3:10 p.m. will ad-
dress further discussion and fol-
low-up plans, and the workshop 
will adjourn at 3:30 p.m.

For further information, call Pam 
at 764-3361 or 1 (800) 287-1462.

Husson University announces 
Fall 2015 President's List

BANGOR — Husson Uni-
versity is pleased to announce 
their Fall 2015 President’s 
List. Students who make the 
President’s List must carry at 
least 12 graded credit hours 
during the semester and earn 
a grade point average of be-
tween 3.80 to 4.0 during the 
period.

Macy Palmer of Hodgdon, 
is a sophomore who is cur-
rently enrolled in Husson’s 
bachelor’s program for ac-
counting/master of business 
administration program.

Micah Wiley of Hodgdon, 
is a senior who is currently 
enrolled in Husson’s bache-
lor’s program for accounting.

James Fitzpatrick of 

Houlton, is a junior who is 
currently enrolled in Hus-
son’s bachelor program 
business administration/
management.

Alyson McGillicuddy of 
Houlton, is a junior who is 
currently enrolled in Hus-
son’s bachelor’s program 
business administration/fi-
nancial management.

Natalie Rush of Houlton, is 
a freshman who is currently 
enrolled in Husson’s bache-
lor’s program in nursing.

Matthew Cunha of Mt. 
Chase, is a sophomore who 
is currently enrolled in Hus-
son’s bachelor’s program in 
mass communications/sports 
journalism program.

Shey Lane of Sherman, is 
a freshman who is currently 
enrolled in Husson’s bache-
lor’s program in kinesiology/
human movement science/
doctor of physical therapy 
program.

Kassadi Moore of Sher-
man, is a freshman who is 
currently enrolled in Hus-
son’s bachelor’s program in 
mass communications/sports 
journalism program.

The following students 
were named to the Fall 2015 
Honors List, by carrying at 
least 12 graded credit hours 
during the semester and earn 
a grade point average of be-
tween 3.4 to 3.59 during the 
period.

Whitnie Bradbury of 
Bridgewater, a freshman who 
is currently enrolled in the 
business administration/mar-
keting program.

Jennifer Armstrong of 
Danforth, a junior, who is 
currently enrolled in the 
business administration/fi-
nancial management/master 
of business administration 
(MBA) program.

Wyatt Jenkins of Houlton, 
a sophomore, who is current-
ly enrolled in the communi-
cations technology/audio en-
gineering program.

Shaunna Beaudoin of 
Brookton, a junior, is cur-
rently enrolled in the crimi-
nal justice program.

Ceremony slated 
for biathletes

PRESQUE ISLE — Presque 
Isle’s Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Committee will host an 
arrival ceremony for biathletes 
participating in the 2016 BMW 
IBU World Cup Biathlon, and 
the public is invited to help 
welcome them.

The city will soon be the 
center of much international 
sports attention as it hosts the 
biathlon. Athletes, coaches, 
support staff, fans and inter-
national press will descend 
on the area in just a few short 
days. This means an influx of 
dollars for hotels, restaurants 
and other businesses. In ad-
dition, Super-Bowl-sized in-
ternational viewership will be 

focused on the area.
Approximately 275 biath-

letes will arrive on Monday, 
Feb. 8. The main group will ar-
rive by chartered aircraft at the 
Northern Maine Regional Air-
port terminal at 5 p.m., with 
a second large charter plane 
arriving at 7:10 p.m. More bi-
athletes will then arrive on the 
7:45 p.m. PenAir flight.

The public is invited to help 
the city welcome the athletes 
to the community by joining 
downtown committee mem-
bers in a designated spot in 
the baggage claim area. The 
Presque Isle High School Band 

(Please see Page 11)

Healthy Aroostook provides 
freezers for homeless shelter

PRESQUE ISLE — Homeless 
Services of Aroostook has supplied 
129,150 meals to their residents 
over the last five years. Keeping 
food on hand to supply these much 
needed meals is a challenge, but 
Healthy Aroostook just made things 
easier.

Healthy Aroostook, a local 
Healthy Maine Partnership and a 
program of Aroostook County Ac-
tion Program, Inc. (ACAP), with a 
grant provided by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
EMHS and the Partnership to Im-
prove Community Health, has pro-

vided two freezers for the shelter in 
Presque Isle.

“We are delighted to help Home-
less Services of Aroostook,” stated 
Dawn Roberts, ACAP/Healthy 
Aroostook community education 

(Please see Page 11)
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Selectmen for the Town of Linneus
request proposals for dismantling/salvage of
three vacant mobile homes. Contact the Town
Office at 532-6182 for details. Proposals need to
be submitted by close of business on February
15, 2016. The Selectmen will consider proposals
at the Meeting on February 16, 2016.

NOTICE
RESIDENTS OF LINNEUS

NOMINATION PAPERS ARE AVAILABLE
AT THE TOWN OFFICE FOR

TWO (2) SELECTPERSONS - 
THREE (3) YEAR TERM

ONE (1) SCHOOL DIRECTOR - 
THREE (3) YEAR TERM

Interest on unpaid 2015 taxes at 7% per annum
begins March 1, 2015 town books will close
March 18, 2016. The names of all those with un-
paid taxes as of that date will be published in the
Annual Town Report.

Carroll Willette

LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Selectmen for the Town of
Linneus are requesting proposals for repairs,
maintenance of the Town Office at 1185
Hodgdon Mills Road. Interested, qualified
contractors may view the office during business
hours, and pick up a list of anticipated repairs.
Proposals need to be returned to the town office
by close of business on Friday, February 12,
2016, for consideration by the Selectmen at
their Meeting on February 16, 2016. The project
is contingent on approval of funding at the
annual town meeting in May.

Ceremony
(Continued from Page 10)

will be on hand to provide 
live music as the athletes ar-
rive at 5 p.m. Welcome pack-
ets assembled by the com-
mittee will be given to the 
biathletes.

As the athletes will no 
doubt be weary after their 
long flight, the public is 
asked to stay in the desig-

nated area until the athletes 
have cleared the terminal. 
Although the band will only 
be performing for the first ar-
rival, the public is invited to 
be present for all three.

For more information on 
the ceremony, contact Kim 
Smith at ksmith@presqueis-
leme.us.

specialist. “The need to store food 
for the over 800 people that the 
shelter has served over the last five 
years is imperative to the daily oper-
ation of the shelter.”

Stephen Eyler, executive director 
of Homeless Services, explained, 
“When you provide all the meals 
every day for over 150 family mem-
bers staying at our emergency shel-
ter every year, it’s not hard to under-
stand why food management is a 
high priority for us. There are times 
when we receive large quantities of 
food all at once, and freezer storage 
is a constant challenge where every 
square inch is prime real estate.

“The two new upright freezers 
donated to us from ACAP/Healthy 
Aroostook are going to make life 
much easier, not only with more 
space available for food received, 
but also providing us the means 
of freezing more prepared food to 
stretch our food dollars. We’re very 
grateful to ACAP/Healthy Aroos-
took for their generosity with help-
ing us this way,” Eyler added.

“As a community coalition, our 
mission is to improve the health and 
well-being of Aroostook County 
citizens through collaborative com-
munity action. We are so happy to 
have been able to help our friends 
and neighbors in need with this 
collaborative project,” stated Carol 
Bell, Project Manager for Healthy 
Aroostook.

Homeless Services of Aroostook 
is the only emergency homeless 
shelter for the general public in 
Aroostook County — geographi-
cally the largest County east of the 
Mississippi and approximately the 
size of Connecticut and Rhode Is-
land combined, serving a popula-
tion count of around 72,000 (from 
the 2010 census). The shelter, which 
opened in 1984, has a 43 bed capac-
ity that serves families as well as in-
dividuals who are in need of emer-
gency shelter. In addition to a warm 
place to sleep, shelter residents have 
access to hot showers, three meals a 
day and a laundry facility.

All shelter residents have a case 
manager who works with every in-
dividual and household to establish 
a plan, providing a road map back to 
independent living. The case man-
ager will advocate for and connect 
shelter residents to the programs 
and services available to them to 
meet their specific needs. Compas-
sionate staff make every effort to 
decrease the stress of homelessness 
by checking in new clients profes-
sionally, taking time to review rules 
and policies, and answering any 
questions while ensuring confiden-
tiality at all times.

Freezers
(Continued from Page 10)

MMA volunteers help refurbish Humvee,
 trailer for search/rescue group 

By Jen Lynds
BDN Staff

LIMESTONE — A group 
of Maine Military Authority 
workers who normally repair 
and rebuild military vehicles for 
the National Guard volunteered 
some of their time over the past 
three months to upgrade and re-
furbish a used Humvee and trail-
er at a reduced cost for search 
and rescue operations in Maine.

Employees at the Maine Mil-
itary Authority performed the 
work for Down East Emergen-
cy Medicine Institute, Robert L. 
Jandreau, director of operations 
and general manager at MMA, 
said last week. He said that a 
“handful” of employees did 
quite a bit of the work on their 
own time.

DEEMI is an Orono-based 
nonprofit organization with 
more than 120 volunteers who 
assist in search-and-rescue oper-
ations as well as medical evacu-
ations and disaster responses in 
Maine and the New England re-
gion. The group was instrumen-
tal in the recovery of Alexandria 
Winship-Wright, 3, of Fort Fair-
field, whose body was found 
in June 2007 at Tinker Dam in 
New Brunswick, eight weeks 
after she walked away from her 
mother’s home and drowned in 
the Aroostook River. The body 
was found using high-resolu-
tion aerial photographs taken by 
DEEMI.

Contributed photo
AGROUP OF Limestone workers who normally repair and rebuild military vehicles for the National 
Guard volunteered some of their time over the past three months to upgrade and reset a Humvee and 
refurbish a military surplus humvee trailer. Employees at the Maine Military Authority performed 
the work for Downeast Emergency Medicine Institute, Robert L. Jandreau, director of operations and 
general manager at MMA, said Tuesday. He said that a “handful” of employees did the work on their 
own time on a humvee that MMA originally built.  

Richard Bowie, director of 
DEEMI, said this week that the 
organization brought both vehi-
cles up to the Limestone MMA 
facility about three months ago. 
He said the Humvee had been 
in operation for five years, and 
they paid a refurbishment fee of 
$1,200 for MMA to do the work 
on the vehicle. The trailer more 
recently was acquired from the 

military.
“At the same time, they saw 

this trailer that we had with us, 
and they said to leave both of 
them there with them,” Bowie 
said. When the DEEMI crew 
returned to get the vehicles at 
the start of 2016, he said, he was 
“blown away.”

“I couldn’t believe my eyes,” 
he said. “Not only did they do 

the lift spring upgrades and [re-
furbish] the Humvee, the trailer 
looked like it was brand new. 
They even painted it to match 
the color of the Humvee.”

The director speculated that 
if he had to get an outside firm 
to do the work to the trailer that 
MMA did, plus all of their little 
inventions, it would have cost 
DEEMI “three or four times 

what we paid them.”
Bowie said that the purpose of 

the trailer is to carry all of the 
heavy, extra gear that the vol-
unteer searchers who work with 
DEEMI might need, but not 
necessarily all of the time.

“For instance, camping gear,” 
he said. “We may need it on 
some searches, but not all the 
time. Plus, we can put back-
packs in this to lighten the men’s 
load. The not-so-important stuff 
can go in the trailer. It doesn’t 
have to clutter up the interior of 
the Humvee. Logistically, this is 
so helpful to us.”

He praised the MMA employ-
ees for the quality of their work.

“These are smart guys, very 
utilitarian. They are thinking all 
the time,” he said. “For a long 
time, we could never find a good 
place to put a spare tire on the 
Humvee where it wouldn’t get 
in the way or be too unsafe. But 
they mounted a swing-away 
tire that they invented on their 
own, and it is very ergonomical, 
safe and intelligent. I can’t say 
enough about these guys.”

Jandreau said that the MMA 
employees believe DEEMI vol-
unteers “do not get enough cred-
it for their work,” and they are 
thankful for the search and res-
cue efforts the organization has 
put forth in Aroostook County.

“We are hopeful that they can 
use this equipment to save some 
lives,” he said Tuesday.

MPB eyes seed testing to control blackleg disease
By Anthony Brino

Staff Writer
PRESQUE ISLE — The 

Maine seed potato industry is 
trying to figure out how to deal 
with a new bacterial problem 
and protect a good reputation.

Last year, potato growers 
in the Mid-Atlantic, some of 
whom buy their potato seeds 
from Maine, experienced an 
outbreak of blackleg, a rotting 
disease caused by several spe-
cies of bacteria.

That should worry Maine 
seed potato growers, said Steve 
Johnson, a crops specialist at 
University of Maine Cooper-
ative Extension, in large part 
because it isn’t just the usual 

Pectobacterium atrosepticum 
causing the blackleg,

“This isn’t your daddy’s 
blackleg,” he warned at the Jan. 
20 Maine Potato Conference in 
Caribou.

Today, blackleg is being 
caused by Pectobacterium as 
well as Dickeya, a bacteria 
that’s been a major problem in 
European potato farming for a 
decade and is now found in the 
U.S., Johnson said.

Compared to Pectobacte-
rium, just a small amount of 
Dickeya can spread blackleg 
among potato plants. “You 
need so little Dickeya it’s al-
most undetectable,” Johnson 
said.

The emergence of Dickeya 
has raised a number of ques-
tions for Maine seed potato 
farmers, who rely on the Maine 
Potato Board’s Porter farm in 
Masardis for the first genera-
tion of their seed.

“There’s so many ques-
tions and nobody knows,” said 
Maine Potato Board executive 
director Don Flannery. There 
are the natural questions like 
how Dickeya got to Maine and 
the U.S. (That is not known). 
Then there are the technical 
questions that Flannery and 
others on the board are mull-
ing, like: “Is 2 percent too high 
or too low?”

Two percent is the five-year 

blackleg tolerance level for 
seed potatoes that the Maine 
Potato Board and Department 
of Agriculture, Conservation 
and Forestry are considering as 
part of seed potato certification.

The Maine Potato Board 
is also looking to offer seed 
growers a screening test for 
Dickeya, free of charge. This 
will help identify “if there’s 
a Typhoid Mary there,” said 
Flannery, referring to the first 
American found to be a carrier 
of Typhoid fever.

To help with additional test-
ing, the potato board is going 
to ask the Department of Agri-
culture, Conservation and For-
estry for funding for two more 

part-time inspectors.
The larger U.S. potato indus-

try industry is planning more 
research into understanding 
Dickeya and ultimately how to 
control it. So far, only one spe-
cies of Dickeya has been found 
in the U.S.

In the meantime, UMaine’s 
Johnson believes seed farmers 
should be trying to avoid po-
tential contamination in their 
growing and harvesting opera-
tions, which could be two po-
tential routes of spreading.

“We’re probably in a good 
position to do a lot of this ini-
tial work and lead the country 
through how to deal with it,” 
Johnson said.
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Friday, Feb. 5
HOULTON: Art class at Houl-

ton Higher Education Center, 10 
a.m.-noon. Participants responsi-
ble for own materials. Guest lec-
turers will facilitate the sessions. 
FMI: 521-3100, ext. 5.

Saturday, Feb. 6
HOULTON: Ark Animal 

Sanctuary bake sale, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
outside Hollywood Pet Salon, 70 
Main St. FMI: 532-7387.

LITTLETON: Public spaghet-
ti supper and Valentine dessert 
auction, 4:30 p.m. at the Littleton 
Museum. All proceeds will benefit 
Greater Houlton Christian Acade-
my.

OAKFIELD: Benefit supper 
for Peter Drew at Oakfield Com-
munity Center, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Si-
lent auction.

Tuesday, Feb. 9
HOULTON: Pre-Lenten com-

munity pancake supper hosted by 
the Episcopal Church of the Good 
Shepherd, 116 Main St., from 
4:30-6 p.m. in Watson Hall. Cost: 
$7/adults, $4/children. All you can 
eat.

Wednesday, Feb. 10
HODGDON: CPR course at 

Region Two Adult Education, 
5:30-9 p.m. Instructor: Paul Stew-
art, EMT. FMI or to register, call 
521-3100, ext. 5.

Saturday, Feb. 13
NEW LIMERICK: The 

Weavers in concert at the Coun-
ty Road Baptist Church, 6 p.m. 
Lively, upbeat gospel music. Free 
to the public; an offering will be 
taken for their ministry. FMI: 441-
1399.

SHERMAN STATION: Tenth 
annual Katahdin area Celebration 
of Life event, 3-mile color ski, 
snowshoeing and 2-mile walk. 
There is a $20 donation minimum; 
pledges will benefit the Celebra-
tion of Life fund. Registration at 9 
a.m., kickoff at 9:45, events begin 
at 10 a.m. Spaghetti lunch at 11 
a.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 16
HODGDON: First aid course 

at Region Two Adult Education, 
5:30-9 p.m. Instructor: Paul Stew-
art, EMT. FMI or to register, call 
521-3100, ext. 5.

Recurring Events
Sunday

HOULTON: Northern Lamb-
da Nord holds its social meeting 
the second Sunday. FMI: Theresa 
at 694-2639 or Kent at 538-7630.

ISLAND FALLS: Country 
jamming from 3-6 p.m. at the Big 
Valley Snowmobile Club. All are 
welcome. Call Clinton at 532-
2535 FMI.

Monday
BRIDGEWATER: Recreation 

Department Committee meeting 
on the last Monday at the Civic 

Center at 7 p.m.
BRIDGEWATER: Historical 

Association meets the first Mon-
day of the month at 7 p.m. at the 
BHA hall on Main St. FMI: Jann 
Votaw at 425-7901.

HOULTON: Fusion Youth 
Mentoring, a free program for 
10- to 14-year-olds, meets from 
4-5:30 p.m. at 82 Main St. Home-
work help tutoring, Bible lessons, 
arts and crafts, and games and 
activities. Registration required. 
Email fusion.racvrj@gmail.com.

HOULTON: Boot Camp Ex-
ercise classes at Five Elements 
Healing Arts Center at 7 p.m. 
every Monday. All fitness levels 
welcome. FMI: Renee Nieland at 
407-808-4619 or ReneeNG78@
gmail.com.

HOULTON: Karate classes 
for children and adults at South-
side School gym from 7-8:30 p.m. 
FMI: Steve Shabot at 532-7053.

HOULTON: Caregiver Sup-
port Group at Ricker Plaza Com-
munity Room at 6 p.m. every third 
Monday. FMI: Sharon Berz at 
800-439-1789, or 764-3396.

HOULTON: “Breastfeeding, 
Is it for me?” meets third Monday 
at the hospital’s Education Center 
from 6-7 p.m. for Prenatal Pro-
gram and 7‚Ä“8 p.m. for Support 
Group. FMI: Kathy Blanchette, 
RN, 532-2900, ext. 130.

PATTEN: There is Bingo ev-
ery Monday at the Patten Rec. 
Dept. Doors open at 5 p.m. and 
first number is called at 6 p.m. 
Concessions available as well.

PATTEN: AA (Living Sober) 
will meet from noon to 1 p.m. at 
the Stetson Memorial Method-
ist Church, 7 Houlton St., across 
from Ellis’ Market, each Monday.

Tuesday
HOULTON: St. Mary’s Food 

Pantry needs assistance. Open 
Tuesday and Thursday. Call 532-
9122 between 9 and 10 a.m.

HOULTON: The Aroostook 
Area Agency on Aging is offer-
ing Caregiver Support Group in 
the area to share about their ex-
periences and to learn new infor-
mation regarding caregiving. We 
meet monthly at the ACAP build-
ing, 91 Military St. the first Tues-
day of each month from 10 a.m.-
noon. Contact person is Brenda 
McGillicuddy at 532-7163.

HOULTON: The Houlton 
Cancer Prayer and Support Group 
will meet from 1:30-2 p.m. at 
the Education Center at Houlton 
Regional Hospital. Patients, sur-
vivors, caregivers and others in-
terested are invited. Held the first 
Tuesday of each month. FMI: 
532-7553.

HOULTON: TOPS ME-153 
meets at the Military Street Apart-
ments, 95 Military St.,in the din-

What's Happening
To submit items, please call 207-532-2281, fax to 207-532-2403,

mail to PO Box 456, Houlton, ME 04730,
or email pioneertimes@nepublish.com by 4 p.m. Friday.

ing room. Weigh-in 4-4:45 p.m.; 
meeting 5-6 p.m. FMI: 532-4387 
or 532-7255.

HOULTON: Cub Scout Pack 
#155 meets at 6 p.m. at the Houl-
ton Elementary School. FMI: 
Melony Lowery at 694-0238.

HODGDON: AXIS teens meet 
from 6-7:30 p.m. in the United 
Baptist Church, 846 Calais Rd.

HOULTON: Town and Coun-
try senior citizens meet the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month, downstairs at the Gentle 
Memorial building. Seniors age 
50 and up are welcome. FMI: 
Connie Barry at 532-7556 or Bob 
Luhrs at 532-4860.

HOULTON: Celebrate Re-
covery meets every week at the 
Military Street Baptist Church, the 
Church on the Hill, at 6 p.m. CR is 
a Christ-centered 12 step recovery 
program for anyone with a hurt, 
habit or a hang-up. FMI: 532-2783 
or go to www.cr.houltonmsbc.org.

HOULTON: AA meeting at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
7:30-8:30 p.m.

OAKFIELD: Country Music 
Jam/Dance at the Community 
Center from 6-9 p.m.

SHERMAN: ‘Soupah Tues-
days’ at the Washburn Memorial 
Church, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Lunch 
served at 11 a.m. for a donation. 
Fellowship, food and fun. FMI: 
Janice Kelley at 365-4656.

SHERMAN: The Food Pantry 
is open the second Tuesday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

SHERMAN: Weight Loss 
Support Group meets for 30 min-
utes at noon at Carmen Curry’s 
home. FMI: 365-4771.

Wednesday
HODGDON: Northern Maine 

Woodturners meet the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7 
p.m. in Hodgdon High School’s 
shop. All ages and levels of wood-
turning experience are welcome. 
FMI: Dee Cote at 521-9010.

HOULTON: Veterans’ Clinic 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
hospital.

HOULTON: AA meeting from 
1-2 p.m. at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Watson Hall, on Main St.

HOULTON: Caregiver Sup-
port Group meets the second 
Wednesday at 2 p.m. at Madigan 
Estates. FMI: Debbie Fitzpatrick 
at 532-6593.

HOULTON: Madigan Health 

Care Alzheimer’s Support Group 
meets every second Wednesday 
at 2 p.m. in the assisted living din-
ing room. FMI: Cindy Fournier at 
532-6593, option 71.

HOULTON: Cary Memorial 
Library hosts story and craft time 
in the children’s library from 3-4 
p.m. every week. Free. FMI: Shel-
ley at the library.

HOULTON: Fusion Youth 
Mentoring, a free program for 
10- to 14-year-olds, meets from 
4-5:30 p.m. at 82 Main St. Home-
work help tutoring, Bible lessons, 
arts and crafts, and games and 
activities will be offered. Reg-
istration required. Email fusion.
racvrj@gmail.com.

HOULTON: Overeaters Anon-
ymous meets from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
each Wednesday at the Houlton 
Regional Hospital Education Cen-
ter on the third floor.

HOULTON: Compassionate 
Friends meet the second Wednes-
day from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the 
Center of Community Health Ed-
ucation. FMI: Mary Howland at 
532-4863 or Michele Fitzpatrick 
at 521-7455.

HOULTON: A Place for Us, 
an Al-Anon support group, will be 
held each week at 7 p.m. at Houl-
ton Regional Hospital. This is a 
non-profit meeting for families 
of those with addictions. Any in-
quiries are confidential. FMI: Sue, 
532-7836.

ISLAND FALLS: The country 
music jam is held from 6-9 p.m. at 
the Big Valley Snow Club. Dona-
tion at the door. There are also free 
snacks and a 50/50 draw.

LITTLETON: There will be 
music every week from 6-9 p.m. 
at the Ramblers Club house on the 
Wiley Road. Come enjoy the mu-
sic and dance.

Thursday
AROOSTOOK COUNTY: 

The Aroostook Amateur Radio 
Assoc. meets the second Thursday 
of each month (except July and 
August) at 6 p.m. at NMCC, in 
the Peter Hunt room. HAMS and 
others interested in amateur radio 
are invited. FMI email us at ham-
radio@K1FS.org or call the club 
president at 476-0000.

CARIBOU: NARFE, The Na-
tional Active and Retired Federal 
Employees Assoc., meets at the 
American Legion on the fourth 
Thursday of the month. Hall opens 

at 11:30 a.m. Dinner is at noon 
($10/person) with a program on 
various topics and a meeting. All 
past and present federal employ-
ees are welcome. FMI: 764-4468.

HOULTON: St. Mary’s Food 
Pantry needs assistance. Open 
Tuesday and Thursday. Call 532-
9122 between 9 and 10 a.m.

HOULTON: Houlton High 
School Class of 1952 will meet 
the second Thursday of each 
month at noon for lunch. Location 
varies from month to month. FMI: 
Don Scott at 532-2385.

HOULTON: AA meeting at 
Watson Hall on Main Street from 
1-2 p.m.

HOULTON: The Peer Group 
invites everyone to meet the first 
Thursday from 2:30-3:30 p.m. at 
the Career Enhancement Center. 
FMI: Gayna Cook at 764-1235 or 
sufunorth@verizon.net, or Karen 
Crouse at 800-974-6466 or orang-
es428@yahoo.com.

HOULTON: The New Limer-
ick Knit Group now meets at the 
Cary Library from 6-8 p.m. Come 
and join us.

HOULTON: The Aroostook 
County Marine Corps League De-
tachment 1368 meets the second 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
at the Houlton Elks Lodge. FMI: 
Berny Reece at 532-4414 or 538-
6964.

HOULTON: Rockabema 
Lodge meets every week at 7:30 
p.m. at the Masonic Hall on Mar-
ket Square.

HOULTON: Odd Fellows 
meet every week at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Masonic Hall.

ORIENT: Boy Scout meetings 
will be held each Thursday at 6 
p.m. at the First Baptist Church.

PATTEN: AA meeting at the 
Patten Methodist Church, 12-1 
p.m.

SHERMAN: Music jam at the 
Rec. Dept. from 6-9 p.m. FMI: 
Peggy at 365-4307 or the Rec. at 
365-4270. Everyone welcome to 
come to play and sing. Donations 
accepted at the door.

Friday
HOULTON: PFLAG Houl-

ton, a support group for anyone 
who has a lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or transgender loved one, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. on the last Friday of 
the month in the CCHE at Houlton 
Regional Hospital. FMI, 532-0670 
or pflaghoulton@gmail.com.

HOULTON: TOPS ME-0233 
meetings. FMI: Betty Ivey at 532-
9653.

HOULTON: AA meeting at 
the Aroostook County Jail for in-
mates.

HOULTON: Narcotics Anon-
ymous meeting at 7 p.m. at Houl-
ton Regional Hospital, Center for 
Community Education, “Corky’s 

Room.”
Saturday

HOULTON: Overeaters Anon-
ymous meeting will be held from 
10 - 11 a.m. each Saturday at the 
White House, 106 ½ Main St.

HOULTON: The Class of 
1956 of Houlton High School, in 
order to accommodate more peo-
ple, will meet at the Elm Tree Din-
er at noon on the last Saturday of 
each month.

HOULTON: A meeting from 
noon-1 p.m. (OD) at the Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Watson Hall, 
on Main Street.

LITTLETON: Regular meet-
ings at Southern Aroostook Ag-
ricultural Museum at 9 a.m., the 
first and third Saturdays. FMI: 
538-9300.

MARS HILL: The William 
Cousins Post 118 of the American 
Legion is hosting Bingo Night ev-
ery Saturday at 6 p.m. There will 
be cash prizes and concessions 
will be available.

PATTEN: AA (BBOD) will 
meet from 7-8 p.m. at the Stetson 
Memorial Methodist Church, at 
the corner of Rts. 11 and 159.

SHERMAN: Molunkus Val-
ley Sno-Drifters club is located 
at 58 North St. New members 
are always welcome. We are a 
family-oriented club and we meet 
the first Saturday of each month. 
FMI: Deb at 267-1200 or check 
our website at molunkusvalley@
yahoo.com.

Ongoing
AROOSTOOK COUNTY: 

Road to Recovery, American Can-
cer Society needs volunteers to 
drive cancer patients to their doc-
tor’s appointments. FMI: 1-800-
227-2345.

AROOSTOOK COUNTY: 
Support groups for Survivors of 
Domestic Abuse and Violence. 
Please call “The Hope and Jus-
tice Project” for more information 
and to sign up find a location and 
to come to a meeting. Number is 
1-800-439-2323.

HOULTON: Today’s good 
news is enjoyed every week at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints at 10 a.m. The church 
is located at the corner of Pleasant 
Street and Highland Ave. Parking 
is at the Pleasant St. entrance.

HOULTON: Visions/SACAP 
is placing an open call/search for 
new artists to bring their work to 
Houlton to sell in our store. Vi-
sions is a local store that shows 
artists’ work. The sales from the 
store support the artists them-
selves and the commission the 
store receives supports art and 
cultural programming in southern 
Aroostook County. FMI: 532-
9119 to get jury information. All 
work must be juried.

grade. Jordyn is a starter on the 
varsity girls basketball team as a 
12-year-old.”

“In math, I like the ability to 
expand on my own time by my-
self,” Cowger said. “It’s not diffi-
cult to learn without a teacher or 
someone there to help me. I have 

East Grand
(Continued from Page 1) resources I can use to answer any 

questions. That makes it fun to ex-
pand and learn things that I nor-
mally wouldn’t be able to learn if I 
had to go to a teacher or someone 
else if I needed help or had a ques-
tion. Math is my favorite subject 
though I do enjoy other classes.”

For more than 60 years, stu-
dents across the country have 

taken up the challenge of Amer-
ica’s longest-running and most 
prestigious math contests, The 
American Mathematics Competi-
tions (AMC). Every year, at thou-
sands of schools in every state, 
more than 350,000 students are 
presented with a set of questions 
rich in content, designed to make 
them think and sure to leave them 

talking.
“The competition was diffi-

cult,” she said. “It’s not the same 
type of questions that you normal-
ly get out of a math textbook. It’s 
a lot of critical thinking and logic 
along with just math topics.”

Dedicated to strengthening the 
mathematical capabilities of our 
nation’s youth, the AMC program 
identifies, recognizes, and re-
wards excellence in mathematics 
through a series of national con-
tests. Cowger participated in the 
AMC8 and will participate in the 
AMC9/10 in February.

She participated with around 50 
students from schools primarily in 
the Bangor area. The top students 
from those schools were invited 
to participate in the competition. 
Cowger received the highest score 
of the students that competed in 
Bangor.

She has been invited to partic-
ipate in the next level and also an 
enrichment program through the 
Hampden school for Math and Ju-

nior Engineering.
“I am excited,” Cowger said. “I 

think it’s going to be less stressful 
then it was the first time because 
there are much less expectations. 
For the first one, it was a lot more 
nerve racking not knowing what 
you were going into. Now I know. 
It seems that everyone is fairly 
content and happy with whatever 
I’ve already achieved. They won’t 
be super disappointed if I don’t do 
very well on this one.”

“Just recently, Jordyn improved 
her NWEA test score in math to 
achieve an almost record-break-
ing score,” Gilman said. “The 
record was created by a junior 
in high school. Through her par-
ticipation in the Gifted and Tal-
ented program, Jordyn took the 
PSAT’s. Her scores were well 
above benchmark. She’s an awe-
some young lady who always has 
a positive attitude and loves to 
learn. She’s an inspiration to her 
peers and a source of pride for our 
school.”

McCabe 
named canoe 
trail’s Maine 

contact
WAITSFIELD, Vt. — A new 

Maine outreach coordinator has 
been named for The Northern For-
est Canoe Trail, which has its termi-
nus in Fort Kent’s Riverside Park, at 
the confluence of the St. John and 
Fish rivers.

Jeff McCabe of Skowhegan is 
an outdoor recreation manager and 
member of the Maine House of 
Representatives, where he is the 
current majority leader. He can be 
reached at jeff@northernforestca-
noetrail.org.

The Northern Forest Canoe Trail 
is a nonprofit organization. About 
350 miles of the 740-mile water 
trail flows along the northern border 
of Maine.

Soap Box
Derby

deadline
approaches

HOULTON — The Northern 
Maine Soap Derby Committee in-
vites all youth between the ages of 
8 to 18 years to participate in this 
year’s Soap Box Derby Race in 
Houlton. It’s not too early to register.

Registration forms may be 
picked up at the Houlton Recreation 
Department or by email at civic.
center@houlton-maine.com. The 
deadline for registrations is May 1 
and is open to all youths in Aroos-
took County and northern Washing-
ton and Penobscot counties.

The Derby race is set for Satur-
day, June 18, at Derby Hill in Houl-
ton Community Park. Youth inter-
ested in participating may check out 
the All American Soap Box Derby 
website at www.AASBD.org for 
more information.

If you are in need of a derby car, 
or have a car you are no longer using, 
call Derby Director Ed Rand at 532-
8236. The Derby Committee would 
like to match up as many youths as 
possible with derby cars this year.

The registration fee is $30 but the 
experience of racing down derby 
is priceless! For more information 
contact Race Director Ed Rand at 
532-8236.
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BIDS CLOSE FRIDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2016 AT 4:00 P.M.

THE COUNTY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

FOR SALE BY BID
2009 Dodge Journey SXT AWD

Automatic, Power Windows & Locks, Power Sunroof
Mileage 79,429

Minimum Bid $7,725.00

Interested bidders please contact
Dennis Rogeski at 498-8756 Ext. #135 

or Joe Dunn at 498-8756 Ext. #113

The County Federal Credit Union reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
bids submitted. Unit will be sold “As Is”

RSU 29
(Continued from Page 1)

taxes a district must raise to receive 
state subsidy — is also going up. 
Schneider said the required local 
amount is likely to be up $90,553 
over last year.

The district has done a reasonable 
job of keeping increases to a min-
imum in recent years. Last year’s 
spending plan was up 0.97 percent, 
while the increase for 2014-15 was 
0.57 percent. The biggest spike 
came in 2012-13 when the budget 
was up 3.46 percent.

Last year’s school budget came 
in at $12,874,619. In compari-
son, the budget in 2010-11 was 

$11,858,185.
“The bottom line is we are look-

ing at a potential $178,886 differ-
ence from where we were last year,” 
she said. “We know that there will 
be increases in salaries and benefits 
next year, so we are facing a signif-
icant challenge to get us where we 
need to be.”

Schneider reminded board mem-
bers that the figures were only pre-
liminary and subject to change by 
the time the group starts its budget 
preparations in March and April. 
The district budget meeting is typ-
ically held in May before going to a 
referendum in June.

planning stages, including a 
couple of new events to go 
along with all of the popular 
favorites. A full schedule can 
be found in today’s paper.

According to Nancy Ketch, 
one of the event organizers, 
there are a number of new at-
tractions — and a few of the 
original events that have not 
been seen for a number of years 
— factored into this year’s cel-
ebration.

“Moosestompers weekend 
really is outdoor fun for ev-
eryone,” said Ketch. “Mooses-
tompers provides free family 
activities for the entire family.”

Making a return to the week-
end celebration are original 
contests such as “human curl-
ing,” “human dog sled racing,” 
and snowshoe races.

The celebration kicks off Fri-
day, with judging of the “Snow 
Creation” contest. Unlike past 
years, participants can create a 
snowman or snow sculpture in 
their own yard and have it en-
tered into the contest, provid-
ed they signup in advance and 
live within a five-mile radius of 
downtown Houlton.

Nighttime events will include 
sliding under the lights, a pub-
lic supper at the Court Street 
Baptist Church, a snowmobile 
light parade, free skating at the 
John Millar Civic Center and 
nighttime snowshoeing (pro-
vided people bring their own 
head lamps) at Military Street 
Baptist Church.

Friday night is capped off 
with a free fireworks display 
in Community Park, which has 
not been done for a number of 
years.

Saturday will include the 
Meduxnekeag Ramblers Snow-
mobile Club Breakfast and if 
weather permits, a Poker Run. 
Other events include an ice 
fishing derby, sliding on Der-
by Hill with various contests, 
free public ice skating inside 
the Millar Civic Center, youth 
hockey games to watch, the 
Wild Katahdin Trust Snow 
Run road race, a sawdust prize 

search, cross country skiing 
with the help of Maine Win-
ter Sports Center, horse-drawn 
sleigh rides and a half dollar 
scramble for children in snow 
piles in Community Park.

The Gentle Memorial Build-
ing will host youth basketball 
games and later in the day 
will feature the second annual 
Men’s Basketball All-Star Ex-
travaganza.

The cardboard box sled 
event returns this year with a 
twist. This year’s event will 
see the sleds judged for their 
appearance, as the racing of the 
sleds did not pan out last year, 
Ketch said.

“We are hoping people will 
get really creative with their 
cardboard sleds as we will be 
judging for appearance only,” 
she said.

Concessions will be avail-
able in the Exhibit Hall and 
inside the Civic Center. A huge 
bonfire will be lit Saturday at 2 
p.m. for people to warm up.

The evening concludes with 
the “Moosestompers Ball” at 
the Downunder Sports Pub 
with live music.

On Sunday, Community Park 
will be opened for a family day 
of fun on your own! The Hill 
will be ready for sliding and 
once again, free public ice 
skating and the cross country 
ski trails will be waiting and 
ready.

Another popular pastime for 
youth and adults alike is the 
slick Derby Hill. The smooth, 
slippery surface is perfect for 
any type of sled — flying sau-
cers, tubes, toboggans or run-
ner sleds — with lots of laugh-
ter at the finish.

The Hogan Tire Hockey 
Shootout is another popular 
attraction as skaters test their 
skills with a puck. This event 
is traditionally open to skaters 
from 7-17 years of age.

For more information, or for 
changes to the schedule, vis-
it the Moosestompers page on 
Facebook. To volunteer to help 
with any events, contact Ketch 
at comm.development@houl-
ton-maine.com.

Moosestompers
(Continued from Page 1)

Blaze
(Continued from Page 1)

source of food.
“We raise them for personal 

meat and we also had a couple 
that belonged to other people,” 
she said. “We feel it’s more hu-
mane to raise them the way we 
do. The animals had a better life. 
They were like pets. They were all 
really friendly and had names. We 
cared for them the best we could.”

Getting so attached to the ani-
mals did make it difficult, she ad-
mitted, when it was time for one 
of them to be sent to market.

The Chambers own a 21-acre 
parcel of land on the Crystal-Is-
land Falls border. The family has 
been raising pigs for the past three 
years, but she has been around an-
imals for most of her life.

“I have always had a bond with 
animals,” Chambers said. “I’m 

not much of a people person. I am 
more of an animal person. But I 
will say the people in the com-
munity have been great offering 
support.”

Chambers said the fire likely 
started from a heat lamp, used to 
provide warmth for the newborn 
piglets. Volunteer firefighters 
from Island Falls spent several 
hours trying to contain the fire, 
and prevented it from spreading 
to an adjacent barn with two hors-
es.

“It took them awhile put it out 
because there was a lot of hay in 
the barn,” Chambers said. “They 
did a real good job trying to con-
tain it.”

She did not have an estimate on 
the damages, but said the building 
was insured.

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
A COW AND 17 PIGS were killed, and a farm tractor was destroyed 
in a barn blaze on Jan. 27 at the home of Tasha and Andrew 
Chambers in Island Falls.

Pioneer Times photo/Joseph Cyr
NOT MUCH REMAINS Friday of a barn owned by Tasha and 
Andrew Chambers of Island Falls. A fire on Wednesday night killed 
a cow and 17 pigs and destroyed a farm tractor housed inside.

Northern Star
(Continued from Page 1)

age 12 and above, who live 
in the three counties in New 
Brunswick that border Aroos-
took County are eligible to com-
pete alongside solo singers from 
northern Maine.

Organizers would like to see 
15 singers in each performance. 
The regional winners from Fort 
Kent, Presque Isle and Houl-
ton, along with the United 
Way saves, will compete in the 
Northern Star Finale on Sunday, 
March 13 at 2 p.m. at the Cari-
bou Performing Arts Center.

Three local celebrity judges 
from each area will sit on the 
panel for the regional shows. 
The panel for the finale will in-
clude one judge from each of 
those events.

Northern Star was born more 

than a decade ago when officials 
with the United Way of Aroos-
took took a chance on a new 
fundraiser they hoped would 
replace an annual County-wide 
telethon. Twelve years later, 
they have succeeded in raising 
more than $350,000 over the 
years for numerous worthwhile 
nonprofit organizations.Admis-
sion to each regional show and 
the finale production will be 
$10. All proceeds from funds 
raised at the door will go direct-
ly to the United Way of Aroos-
took’s annual campaign. Tickets 
for this event will be available at 
any branch of the County Fed-
eral Credit Union and Acadia 
Credit Union.

For more information on the 
Northern Star competition, con-
tact the United Way of Aroos-
took at (207) 764-5197.
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Lee ski area has new 
owner with big plans 

By Nick Sambides Jr.
BDN Staff

LEE — A Massachusetts ticket 
broker has purchased the Mount 
Jefferson Ski Area and plans to 
turn the facility into a year-round 
resort, he said Jan. 26.

Ken Zimmerman of Tewks-
bury bought the 51-year-old 
business from the Delano family.

Night skiing, camping, snow 
tubing and, eventually, outdoor 
concerts are among the activities 
Zimmerman said he wants to add 
to the ski area. He completed the 
purchase of the 160-acre parcel 
for an undisclosed price on Jan. 
15. Zimmerman also purchased a 
6-acre plot adjacent to the south 
side of his property Jan. 21, ac-
cording to Adria Blake Yock, 
an associate broker at Realty of 
Maine who handled the transac-
tions.

Zimmerman, Yock said, is the 
best fit for the property. Oth-
er would-be buyers wanted the 
business just to get ownership of 
the two cellphone towers on the 
parcel.

“He is going to be good for the 
business and for the community,” 
Yock said Tuesday. “He wants to 

work with the [Delano] family, 
which made it really nice. I just 
hope the community welcomes 
him. He has some great ideas to 
help grow the business.”

Zimmerman said he is the 
owner of Bostonian Tickets, 
which describes itself at its web-
site as a one-of-a-kind service 
that specializes in hard-to-find 
event tickets nationwide.

Mount Jefferson concerts 
would be a logical outgrowth 
of Bostonian Tickets and would 
provide an alternative to Ban-
gor’s outdoor concerts along the 
Penobscot River, Zimmerman 
said.

“It could be a good investment 
between the skiing and the good 
possibility for outdoor live enter-
tainment in the summer,” Zim-
merman said. “It is a nice little 
place. The view is amazing.”

The brothers and co-owners, 
Byron and Randy Delano, dis-
cussed the sale with a mixture 
of pragmatism and wistfulness. 
Their parents, Susan and Byron 
Delano Sr., were among six cou-
ples who bought and launched 
the business in 1964. The Dela-
nos acquired it in 1979 and cele-

brated the venue’s 50th anniver-
sary last year.

“It is just time. There are six 
kids and my mother involved. 
We’re getting old,” Byron Dela-
no said.

None of the latest generation 
of Delanos can take over the 
business from its present owners, 
Randy Delano said.

The timing seems right for an-
other reason, Delano said.

This winter’s weather has 
so far been pretty abysmal for 
skiing, so much so that the ski 
area hasn’t actually opened yet. 
The place lacks snow groomers, 
and rain was pelting the area’s 
12 trails Tuesday, damaging the 
good base earlier snowstorms 
had left, Delano said.

Zimmerman said he hopes 
to open when the weather per-
mits and plans to purchase snow 
groomers for the business next 
winter. The concerts likely will 
happen in a year or two.

The Delanos said they plan to 
stay on to help Zimmerman tran-
sition to his new enterprise.

“I know I’ve been coming 
here for 40 years,” Randy Dela-
no said. “It’s a part of our lives.”

Mediterranean diet, or one like 
it, incorporating healthy fats in 
oils and nuts, vegetables, fruits, 
whole grains, and some dairy 
and meat, all in moderate pro-
portions.

In the last decade, Americans 
have also developed a clos-
er relationship with their food 
and its quality, as seen in the 
“renaissance of real fries” epit-
omized in Maine by Portland’s 
Duckfat, the Belgian cafe fea-
turing Maine potatoes fried in 
rendered fat.

All of which leaves the indus-
try with an opportunity to offer 
people potatoes both as treats — 
the fried preparations — and as 
a healthy, affordable staple that 
helps make other veggies taste 
better, Lajoie said.

A serving of potatoes can 
provide about 8 percent of rec-
ommended fiber, 18 percent of 
potassium intake and 45 percent 
of vitamin C, among other nu-
trients, particularly in darker 
fleshed varieties such as blues, 
reds and golds.

The Spud Nation Food 
Truck’s menu includes a fair 
number of deep fried recipes, 
with potato funnel cake, curly 
fries, puffed potato rings, cu-
ban braised beef with potato 
corn croquettes. It also has more 

Potatoes
(Continued from Page 1)

Contributed photo/U.S. Potato Board
"PIGSKIN PILEUPS" from the Spud Nation food truck: Potato 
skins with pulled pork and an apple cabbage slaw, one of several old 
and new recipes the potato industry hopes will win over American 
eaters.  

wholesome dishes, such as po-
tato gnocchi with cherry toma-
toes, arugula-pumpkin seed pe-
sto and parmesan, and “Rocky 
Mountain Chowder.”

The U.S. Potato Board envi-
sions that the salad bar, mean-
while, will be a place for kids 
to have potatoes on top of the 
“build your own” salads, as well 
as in recipes such as Thai potato 
veggie curry and Mediterranean 
potato salad with cucumbers 
and olives.

None of those salad bars in 

Maine schools yet, but Lajoie is 
hoping that there will be within 
a few years, as well as at least 
one Spud Nation food truck in 
the state, which he said could be 
an opportunity for food entre-
preneurs open to partnering with 
the U.S. Potato Board.

“We not only want to sell po-
tatoes we have in storage now, 
but sell potatoes in the future,” 
Lajoie said. To do that, he said, 
the industry needs to “improve 
the perception of nutrition and 
health benefits of potatoes.”

Contributed photo/U.S. Potato Board
A SPUD NATION food truck shown at the Potato Expo in Las 
Vegas. Farmer Jay Lajoie of Van Buren thinks the potato board-
backed food truck initiative would be a good opportunity for a 
Maine entrepreneur.
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Cultivating hemp for fiber, 
food, getting close to legal

By Anthony Brino
Staff Writer

CARIBOU — Maine farm-
ers who want to grow industrial 
hemp, like their counterparts in 
Canada and Europe, should start 
writing letters to their represen-
tatives in Congress, suggests 
John Jemison.

Jemison, an agricultural 

specialist at the University of 
Maine Cooperative Extension, 
is among several researchers 
in New England investigating 
hemp as a crop that could be 
grown for everything from fish-
ing ropes to insulation and seeds 
rich in nutrients and protein.

“It has the potential to be a re-
ally good rotation crop,” Jemi-

Contributed photo/Thomas Stephan
MATURE HELP plants with harvest-ready seeds growing 
in Europe in this photo from Germany's Federal Agency for 
Agriculture and Food, or BLE.

Contributed photo/Thomas Stephan
HARVESTING HELP plants grown primarily for fiber in Europe, 
where the materials are used in BMW door panels, jeans and animal 
bedding.

son told farmers at the Maine 
Potato Conference in Caribou.

The trouble is, even though 
Americans can buy hemp jeans 
or hemp granola, the plant can’t 
legally be grown commercially 
in the U.S. and must be import-
ed. As part of the prohibition on 
marijuana, the varieties of can-
nabis used as a recreational drug 
and medicine in some states, 
federal law still prevents cul-

tivation of hemp. Hemp looks 
similar to marijuana but has 
different genetics and physical 
traits: thicker stalks, smaller 
flowers and virtually no tetrahy-
drocannabinol or THC.

The 2014 U.S. Farm Bill al-
lowed hemp cultivation for 
research purposes and a 2015 
Maine law permitted commer-

(Please see Page 7B)

Contributed photo
WINNER — Houlton's H&R Block office is participating in a 
company wide daily giveaway where random customers receive 
a $1,000 prize. The Houlton office recently awarded Kimberly 
Stemplinski, right, of Houlton a $1,000 prize. Taking part are, from 
left, Jamie Main, franchise owner; Jayne Kervin, office manager, 
and Stemplinski, with her children.  

Hope and Justice 
Project wants

 votes for $5,000
HOULTON — Hope and Jus-

tice Project is one of the many 
nonprofits that will be included 
on Bangor Savings Bank Founda-
tion’s 2016 Community Matters 
More ballot for a chance to receive 
$5,000. Voting takes place Feb. 
1-29.

Bangor Savings Bank is giv-
ing away a total of $100,000 to 
68 local nonprofits and the votes 
of Maine residents will determine 
who gets $5,000. Voting takes 
place the entire month of February 
and winners will be announced 
in April. Every Maine citizen can 

vote once for up to three nonprofits 
online or through paper ballot.

Hope and Justice Project is 
committed to providing 24-hour 
help and support to anyone who 
has experienced or been affected 
by abuse and violence in their fam-
ily and dating relationships. Over 
1,000 individuals and families use 
Hope and Justice Project services 
every year in Aroostook County.

To cast your vote for Hope and 
Justice Project, visit www.bangor.
com/cmm or stop by Bangor Sav-
ings Bank to vote in person. Every 
vote counts.

Contributed photo
COMMUNITY MATTERS — Bangor Savings Bank is once again 
holding its Community Matters contest. Hope and Justice Project 
is one of the several nonprofits that will compete to win a $5,000 
grant in Aroostook County in the month of February. Taking part 
in kicking off the campaign are, from left, Jody Harvey and Chris 
Nickerson of Bangor Savings Bank and Casey Faulkingham of 
Hope and Justice.  

Bangor Savings 
Bank raises 

minimum wage 
for employees

BANGOR — Bangor Savings 
Bank announced last week that 
it has raised the minimum rate it 
pays employees to $13 per hour.

The bank has been increasing 
minimum entry-level hourly pay 
over the past two years, in sup-
port of its objective to pay a living 
wage to all employees, regardless 
of location or whether they are 
full-time, part-time, or temporary. 
The new policy took effect this 
month.

Bangor Savings Bank President 
and CEO Bob Montgomery-Rice 
recently made the announcement 
to all employees in a bank-wide 
call. “We fully recognize that 
all positions at Bangor Savings 
Bank, including those often cat-
egorized as entry-level, are com-
plex and involve a high degree of 
responsibility,” he said. “Every 
employee genuinely contributes 
to the success of our company 
and is a key reason the bank has 
been named ‘Highest Customer 
Satisfaction with Retail Banking 
in the New England Region’ by 
J.D. Power for 2015. This newest 
increase in our Living Wage Ini-
tiative illustrates just how valued 
every employee is.”

The bank has experienced 
strong growth over the past 10 
years, which has allowed for sig-
nificant investment in technology 

and banking systems that are de-
signed to improve the customer 
experience and ensure banking 
security. Bangor Savings Bank 
has also been an industry leader 
in economic development and 
community investment through a 
number of initiatives, including 
its annual Community Matters 
More and small business lending 
programs.

Bangor Savings Bank is equal-
ly committed to investing in its 
employees — primary contribu-
tors to the bank’s success. “The 
decision to pay an above-market 
minimum starting hourly rate, 
accompanied by our comprehen-
sive suite of benefits, comes with 
high expectations for quality per-
formance. It is essential that each 
and every one of our 740 employ-
ees demonstrates a strong work 
ethic, that they are fully engaged 
while at work, and that they share 
our unwavering commitment to 
an exceptional customer experi-
ence,” said Montgomery-Rice.

In recognition of its efforts to 
establish and foster an outstanding 
workplace environment, Bangor 
Savings Bank was named a Best 
Place to Work in Maine by the So-
ciety for Human Resource Man-
agement’s Maine State Council 
(MESHRM) in 2008, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015.

United way seeks 
funding candidates 
PRESQUE ISLE — Dan 

Bagley, president of the Unit-
ed Way of Aroostook Board 
of Directors, along with Luke 
Rossignol, chairman of the 
Agency Relations Committee, 
announced last week that fund-
ing applications for 2016-17 are 
now available.

Nonprofit health and human 
service organizations serving 
Aroostook County citizens may 
apply to the United Way of 
Aroostook for funds that were 
raised during the annual fund-
raising campaign. This year, the 
United Way of Aroostook will 
help to support County-based 
agencies and programs that are 
working to meet the most cru-
cial health and human service 
needs of Aroostook’s most vul-
nerable citizens.

Education, income and health 
are the building blocks of a 
good life. When any one of 
these is missing, people and 
communities are at risk. With-
out a quality education, it can 
be difficult to earn sufficient 
income to meet basic needs, 
which includes good health. 
Without one’s health, a person 

may struggle to earn a living 
wage or take advantage of edu-
cational opportunities.

That’s why United Way is fo-
cusing its effort on three critical 
areas: promoting self-sufficien-
cy and meeting basic needs; 
supporting seniors; and sup-
porting children and families. 
The agency’s goal is to create 
sustainable and lasting changes 
and to prevent problems from 
happening in the first place. 
UW officials would like to hear 
from any non-profit organi-
zation that responds to any of 
these needs.

Applications for funding and 
other information about the ap-
plication process are available by 
calling the United Way of Aroos-
took at 764-5197. The deadline 
for submitting completed appli-
cations is Feb. 15 at 4 p.m.

Immediately following the 
deadline, a task force of volun-
teers recruited from throughout 
Aroostook County will begin 
the process of reviewing and 
evaluating the applications. 
The board of directors will an-
nounce funding decisions in 
May.

Challenge calls on youth to envision state’s future 
FREEPORT — The start of 

a new year is prime time for 
planning ahead, and Meridian 
Stories is inviting Maine youth 
to help shape their state’s envi-
ronmental future by participat-
ing in the statewide challenge 
“Paradise Found — the Search 
for Maine’s Environmental Vi-
sionaries.”

Middle and high school stu-
dents may produce one- to 
two-minute videos addressing 
their goals and ideas for the fu-
ture of Maine’s environment. 
The audience for their messag-
es: state leaders in both the pub-
lic and private sector. For this 

statewide environmental initia-
tive, Meridian Stories is partner-
ing with Maine Audubon Soci-
ety and Wolfe’s Neck Farm to 
foster environmental awareness 
and bring forward the next gen-
eration of Maine environmental 
leaders.

“This project is designed as 
a form of activism,” said Brett 
Pierce, Meridian’s executive di-
rector. “The goal is to give voice 
to Maine students’ collective 
vision and truly impact what to-
morrow looks like for our state.”

Meridian Stories provides stu-
dents with suggested prompts 
for their submissions, such as: 

In a 1- to 2-minute video letter 
to the president of the United 
States, state your position ad-
vocating for or against a Maine 
Woods National Monument, 
and why; if you secured $1 
million to bring healthier, lo-
cally grown, environmentally 
friendly and affordable food to 
Maine’s population, what would 
you do; and in a global environ-
ment where fresh water supplies 
are seriously dwindling, Maine 
enjoys abundance. How do you 
propose to balance the two ob-
jectives of protecting our fresh-
water resources and tapping it to 
slake a global thirst?

Students use the power of 
digital media to produce videos 
to imagine and share the future 
they envision for Maine’s envi-
ronment. Entries will be posted 
on the Meridian Stories website 
where users can explore their 
visions for Maine’s natural en-
vironment. The top 10 vision-
aries will be chosen by a panel 
of educators and environmental 
and media professionals. Cash 
prizes will be awarded to the 
top 10 Maine Environmental Vi-
sionaries.

Last year a Caribou High 

Survey
 to focus 
on best 

practices
AUGUSTA — The Maine De-

partment of Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Forestry is currently con-
ducting a research project to help 
categorize how Maine farms are 
engaging in sustainable practices 
and farm best management.

In order to learn more about 
Maine’s diverse and growing farm 
scene, the department has devel-
oped a survey to gain feedback 
from farm producers, operators and 
owners/lessees.

The brief survey is available at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/6QX-
HSSZ. Responses should be com-
pleted by Feb. 15.

Aroostook Republican photo/Christopher Bouchard
LDA PRESIDENT Carl Flora conducted a Board of Trustees 
meeting, primarily via conference calls, last week to discuss 
mortgaging the golf course as a security measure for a loan that will 
help fix the water treatment plant and distribution system located at 
the Loring Commerce Centre.  

Helping to feed
 hungry children

By Diane Hines
Houlton Rotarian

HOULTON — The Houlton 
Rotary Club learned in detail 
about the Backpack For Kids 
program from Moose Karnes 
at their luncheon meeting on 
Jan. 25. Karnes is a member 
of Houlton Rotary Club and 

he practices service above self 
in his efforts along with other 
folks in the Houlton area to 
help feed some of the 21 mil-
lion children in America who 
arrive at school hungry. Many 
of these children can expect to 

(Please see Page 7B)

Contributed photo/Nate Bodenstab
ROTARY GUESTS — The Houlton Rotary Club was given an 
update on the Backpacks for Kids program by, from left, Jerry 
Wilson, Moose Karnes and Kathy Miskelly during a Jan. 25 
meeting in Houlton.  

(Please see Page 6B) LDA to mortgage golf course
By Christopher Bouchard

Staff Writer
LORING — The Loring De-

velopment Authority Board vot-
ed to give the Maine Municipal 
Bond Bank a mortgage to the 
Loring golf course as a securi-
ty measure in a deal intended to 
help upgrade the water treatment 
plant and distribution system at 
the Loring Commerce Centre.

The project initially involved 
the bond bank loaning $507,780 
to the LDA and forgiving 
$203,122. Through this arrange-
ment, the LDA would only have 
to pay $304,668 to get started on 
the needed upgrades to the wa-
ter treatment plant and distribu-
tion system.

The Financial Authority of 
Maine (FAME) advised LDA 

(Please see Page 7B)
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Elks announce 
poster winners

HOULTON — The Houlton 
Lodge of Elks No. 835 has an-
nounced the local winners of the 
annual Drug Awareness poster and 
essay contests. The mission of the 
Elks drug awareness program is 
to promote constructive and co-
operative approaches to prevent-
ing the use of illicit substances by 
the youth of the United States of 
America.

As part of their national pro-
gram, the Elks educate students 
and parents as well as assist 
schools with programs and mate-
rials. One of these programs is the 
annual poster and essay contest.

This contest is open to any stu-
dents in grades 3-8 and the theme 
this year was “Just don’t do it.” 
Students in grades 3 through 5 were 
charged with drawing an 8.5 by 11 
inch poster promoting the theme 
while students in grades 6 through 
8 had to write a short essay.

After careful consideration 
Houlton Lodge chose Addison 
Gravel (grade 3), Avalon Williams 
(grade 4), Abigail Trahan (grade 
5), Hope Chernesky (grade 6) and 
Kalle Neureuther (grade 7) as their 
local winners. Their entries have 
been forwarded to the next level of 
competition.

Community Notebook
Island Falls notes

On January 24th the Whittier 
Congregational Church held its 
annual meeting in the vestry fol-
lowing the morning service with 
moderator Phil 
Faulkner lead-
ing the meet-
ing.

All reports 
were dis-
cussed and 
voted on, 
and follow-
ing the meet-
ing a very 
good potluck 
dinner was 
served which 
included roast 
pork, assort-
ed casseroles, 
baked beans, homemade wheat 
rolls and plenty of desserts.

It seems that the recent cold 
snap has kept everyone close at 

home where they are all warm and 
comfortable.

I have had a hard time of it to 
keep the birds well supplied with 
sunflower seeds and, of course, the 
peanut butter and lard mixture I 
mix for them. I have had to dash 
out at least twice a day with this 
mixture because it gets eaten up 
so fast. The woodpeckers and blue 
jays get quite a bit of it before the 
little birds have a chance at it, and 
before you know it, it is all gone.

Even the cardinals get a chance 
now and then to get some of this 
mixture. I saw the female at it the 
other day, and when she was fin-
ished she very carefully wiped her 
beak on the cedar bough then flew 
off quick as a wink.

I still have the four deer arriving 
in the late afternoon and lately they 
have been sort of lingering in the 
woods nearby, waiting for me to 
arrive with the bread and apples, 
so I have to make sure I get there 

around 4:30 or so.
I haven’t heard whether Merlyn 

and Pit still have deer coming to 
their house, and at last count, they 
had about eight deer.

Happy Losers
By Shirley Sides

On Jan. 27 the weight group 
called The Happy Losers met at 
the United Baptist Church vestry 
in Island Falls.

The leader, Jackie Pratt, opened 
the meeting, welcoming the mem-
bers, followed by the pledge and 
roll call. Ten members weighed in 
and eight attended the meeting.

Cecilia Brown lost the most 
weight for the week. Reports were 
given by the secretary and the trea-
surer. There was no program for 
the week, just discussions about 
losing weight.

All are welcome to the group 
every Wednesday. Weigh-ins are 
from 8-8:30 a.m. and the meeting 
usually starts at 8:30.

Island Falls
By Riva Hawkes

Phone:
463-2483

(Please see Page 6B)

Contributed photo
MILL POND SCHOOL held its first Geography Bee Thursday, Jan. 21, with Bronson Stinnett and 
Kara Wright acting as advisors. The winner of the bee was Jeremiah Goff, with Josh Caler finishing 
second, and Abram Nason finishing third. On Feb. 3, Goff will take an online qualifying test for the 
Maine State Geography Bee which will be held on April 1. Participating students are, front from left, 
Reiley Wright, Abram Nason, Jeremiah Goff, Josh Caler and Hayden Crowley; and back, Bronson 
Stinnett (advisor and judgde), Monique Polchies, Grace Malone, Aidynn Woods, Kaelyn Lawlor, 
Hope Howland and Kara Wright (advisor and Bee Master).  

Dean’s list 
announced 
at Thomas
WATERVILLE — Several 

area students were named to the 
dean’s list at Thomas College for 
the fall term.

Selected for placement were, 
from Houlton, Nicholas Hagan, 
Katelynn McClure and Danielle 
Provost; and from Oakfield, Mat-
thew Tarr.

Students earning a semester 
grade point average of 3.2 or 
above are eligible for dean’s list 
placement.

Resident 
on UNE 
dean’s list 

BIDDEFORD — A local 
student has been named to the 
dean’s list for the 2015 fall 
semester at the University of 
New England.

Abigail Kinens of Houlton 
earned the recognition.

Dean’s list students have 
attained a grade point aver-
age of 3.3 or better out of a 
possible 4.0 at the end of the 
semester.

Levesque 
named 

to dean's list
SPRINGFIELD, Mass — 

Springfield College has named 
Kimberly Levesque of Houlton 
to the dean’s list for academ-
ic excellence for the fall 2015 
term. Levesque is studying 
health science/pre-physical 
therapy.

Island Falls Senior Citizens 
The Island Falls Senior Citizens 

met at the municipal building Jan. 
21 with 14 members attending.

After our usual potluck lunch, 
the business meeting was opened 
by president Rich Camire. The 
usual form of opening was ob-
served: the Lord’s Prayer, flag sa-
lute and secretary and treasurer’s 
reports.

Members discussed the possibili-
ty of replacing the bag game with a 
new activity on the first Thursday of 
the month, and will discuss this fur-
ther at the next meeting on Feb. 4.

After the business meeting, we 
played several games of Bingo with 
four members sharing the big prize.

Members present were Jeanne 
Clements, Ellie Peck, Darrell and 
Sherry Hartin, Louise Butcher, 
Rich Camire, Dennis Boone, Don-



HOULTON, MAINE, PIONEER TIMES   WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016 Page 3B

Moosestompers arrives this 
weekend in Houlton with three 
full days of activities. The fol-
lowing is a schedule of events. 
Updates or cancellations will be 
posted on the group’s Facebook 
page.

Friday, Feb 5
1 pm — Snow Creation Con-

test Judging — Build a snow-
man, snow sculpture or any oth-
er snow “creation” right at your 
own home. To be included in the 
judging, just call the Houlton 
Rec Department at 532-1310 
with your name, address and a 
brief description of your cre-
ation. Those within 5 miles of 
Market Square are eligible. Reg-
istrations must be submitted by 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 4. Priz-
es will be presented for “Best 
Snowman/People”, “Best Snow 
Sculpture” and “Most Original 
Creation”. Winners will each re-
ceive a $25 gift certificate.

5-7 p.m. — Public Supper at 
the Court Street Baptist Church. 
Meal features spaghetti, salad, 
garlic bread and dessert. The 
cost is by donation. Free Hot 
Cocoa to go is also available. 
Proceeds benefit “World Mis-
sions” through the American 
Baptist Churches World Mission 
Offering.

5-9 p.m. — Sliding under the 
lights. Derby Hill will be open 
and illuminated with industri-
al lights for kids of all ages to 
enjoy. Bring your sleds and en-
joy the fun of nighttime sliding! 
Lights will be dimmed during 
the fireworks.

6-9 p.m. — Hogan Tire Skate 
Time at the John Millar Civic 
Center. Sponsored by Hogan 
Tire, enjoy a free night of ice 
skating, including free skate 
rentals. Prizes for the kids will 
also be offered. Concessions 
will be available.

6:30 p.m. — ATV Light Pa-
rade. The return of this parade 
for ATV around the streets of 
Houlton — starts and ends at 
Community Park (weather per-
mitting). Participants of the pa-
rade will receive an extra card 
for the Poker Run on Saturday! 
Warm up by the bonfire after the 
parade.

7:15 p.m. — Fireworks. A 
free fireworks display will be 
held inside Community Park. 
Come see the pyrotechnics as 
they light up the winter sky and 
reflect off the snow.

9 p.m. — A Night Headlamp 
Snowshoe Hike will be held 
at the Military Street Baptist 
Church. Come and enjoy na-
ture’s beauty under the moon-
light on this guided hike. Bring a 
headlamp or flashlight! The foy-
er will be open with the fireplace 
blazing and hot cocoa available.

Saturday, Feb. 6
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This 20th Annual Moosestompers Weekend Event
is brought to you by these fine businesses:

This 20th Annual Moosestompers Weekend Event
is brought to you by these fine businesses:

Weekend
Moosestompers

6-10 a.m. — Meduxnekeag 
Ramblers’ Special Breakfast. 
Breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day, so fill up and 
get ready for a great day of out-
door fun at the Meduxnekeag 
Ramblers Clubhouse on Wiley 
Road in Littleton. Cost is $7 
for adults and $2 for children 
under 12. Menu includes eggs, 
bacon, baked ham, baked beans, 
homemade donuts and muffins, 
special pastries and beverages. 
And, be sure to get a 50/50 tick-
et for the drawing!

6 a.m. — Registration be-
gins for the Moosestompers Ice 
Fishing Derby at Peg’s Place in 
Linneus. (Pre-Registration is 
available at Peg’s Place on Fri-
day. MACS Trading Post will 
also have registrations avail-
able). When you purchase a 
ticket you are automatically en-
tered for a chance to win $500 
CASH as well as hundreds of 
dollars in additional door prizes. 
Registrations are $10 each or 3 
for $20. Prizes include $200 for 
the biggest trout, $200 for the 
biggest togue. Second place is 
$100 and third is $50. Prizes for 
Pickerel, Perch and Kids prizes, 
too! Weigh in times and rules 
and regulations are on the reg-
istration tickets! Join us for the 
Annual Moosestompers Fish-
ing Derby! See you on Nicker-
son Lake, Drews Lake and Mill 
Pond. For additional informa-
tion or tickets call Chris Put-
nam at 207-694-2180, Ellsworth 
Malone at 207-551-4406 or Ste-
ven Rouse at 207-694-3770.

8:30 a.m. -1 p.m. — Peewee 
and Tykes Basketball game at 
the Gentle Memorial Building. 
The schedule includes Jazz vs. 
Rockets, 8:30 a.m.; Suns vs. 
Hawks, 9:30 a.m.; Celtics vs. 
Nets, 11; Pacers vs. Lakers, 
11:45 a.m.

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. — Mooses-
tompers Poker Run, sponsored 
by Meduxnekeag Ramblers. 
Registration is from 6-9 a.m. 
during the breakfast at the Club 
House. Maps will be available. 
Poker Run course will be an-
nounced at breakfast where you 
will pick up your first card. The 
cost is $7 for one hand or two 
hands for $10. Riding in Friday 
Night’s Snowmobile Light Pa-
rade will gain you an extra card! 
Enjoy please follow the signs 
and be safe! First prize is $100; 
second prize is $75; and third 
prize is $50.

9 a.m. — Sliding hill opens. 
Enjoy Derby Hill for sliding 
throughout the weekend. Bring 
your own sled, flying saucer or 
toboggan and have fun!

10:00 a.m.-3 p.m. — LP Safe-
ty Table at Exhibit Hall. The LP 
Safety Team will hand out free 
hand warmers and coffee and 

will have several giveaways. 
Check them out!

10:15 a.m. — Peewee hock-
ey vs. Grand Falls, John Millar 
Civic Center.

10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. — 
Moosestompers Contests. The 
return of the Moosestompers 
contests features three events to 
test your winter skills located in 
the Steven Porter Field and John 
Millar Civic Center in Com-
munity Park. Earn points for 
each contest you participate in 
and the top scorer is the official 
“Moosestomper.”

10:30 a.m. — Human Dog 
Sled Races. It’s just how it 
sounds ... grab a partner to help 
you pull a third team member 
in a sleigh. (If you’re smart, 
you’ll put the lightest one in the 
sleigh).

11:15 a.m. — Snow Shoe 
Races. How fast can you run if 
you’re wearing a pair of snow-
shoes? This is your chance to 
find out!

12:30 p.m. — Human Curling. 
One rides in the saucer and the 
partner “curls” him/her down 
the ice course. The best curlers 
… or is it hurlers? … wins.

10:45 a.m. — The 32nd An-
nual 5K Wild Katahdin Trust 
Snow Run/2 Mile Walk. Walk 
begins at 10:45 a.m., followed 
by the run at 11 a.m. The event 
is the first run in the Aroostook 
Musterds County Challenge Se-
ries. Registration is from 9:30-
10:35 a.m. in the Millar Civic 
Center’s function room on the 
second floor.

Fee is $12 with T-shirt for the 
first 50 registered participants. 
The course starts and finishes at 
the Millar Civic Center’s front 
entrance. An adult guardian 
must accompany children under 
10 years of age. Categories for 
5K Run: 14 and under, 15-18, 
19-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59 and 
60 and over.

Proceeds benefit the Houl-
ton Area Backpacks For Kids 
Program. Refreshments avail-

able after the Run/Walk. The 
awards ceremony will be held 
at 11:45 a.m. including Run ‚Ä“ 
1st Place for each age category, 
Walk ‚Ä“ first 5 walkers, Spe-
cial Award - “MEAN” Runner. 
For more information, contact 
Nancy Ketch at (207)521-5938 
or comm.development@houl-
ton-maine.com and check our 
Facebook page. People of all 
abilities are welcome to join!

11 a.m.-2 p.m. — Food Con-
cession Open in Exhibit Hall: 
The Houlton Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary can keep you 
going through the busy day with 
a snack, light lunch or hot drink, 
sandwiches, hot dogs, treats and 
hot chocolate will all be avail-
able.

11 a.m.-2 p.m. — Horse 
Drawn Sleigh Rides and Hay 
Rides: Enjoy a free sleigh ride 
or hay ride around Community 
Park.

11:30 a.m. — Cardboard Box 
Racer Judging: At the sliding 
races this year, participants will 
be able to use their Cardboard 
Box Racers. Judging just prior 
to the races. Ribbons will be 
given to the “Most Creative,” 
“Most Spirit” and “Most in a 
Box.” Participants must wear 
helmets. Duct tape is allowed 
and all Racers must be made of 
cardboard only. See you on the 
hill!

11:45 a.m. — Sawdust Prize 
Search: This event is held in 
memory of Tim McAtee. A 
guaranteed wild time digging in 
the sawdust for children’s priz-
es.

Noon-1 p.m. — 8th Annual 
Sliding Race: Located at Derby 
Hill, bring your sleds for this 
amazing race! Age groups are 6 
and under, 7-9 and 10-13. Rib-
bons will be awarded.

Noon-2 p.m. — Antique and 
Vintage Snowmobile Display 
at Community Park: Sponsored 
by Houlton Power Sports, bring 
your restored or vintage and an-
tique sleds and show them off to 

the crowd. The public will vote 
to select the winners for Vintage 
Single Cylinder, Vintage Twin 
Cylinder, Vintage Open and the 
Oldest Vintage Sled. There will 
also be a $100 prize for the Peo-
ple’s Choice Award.

Noon-3 p.m. — Maine Win-
ter Sports Center Cross Country 
Skiing: Sponsored by Houlton 
Parks and Rec Department, take 
this awesome opportunity to in-
troduce your child or yourself to 
the excitement of cross country 
skiing. It’s a great way to build 
the love of an outdoor sport to 
better your health and enjoy 
nature. Visit the Maine Winter 
Sports Center Ski Trailer behind 
the log cabin. Skis, poles and 
boots provided by MWSC!

1 p.m. — 3rd Annual Snow-
dance: Dance to the song “Hap-
py” and get ready for the Half 
Dollar Scramble (children only 
for the scramble). Dance will be 
on YouTube for all to see!

1 p.m. — Half Dollar Scram-
ble for Children. Three age 
groups: 6 and younger, 7-9 and 
10-13 will search for half dol-
lars. Kids come and dig for trea-
sure! There are 3 piles of snow 
mixed with 900 half dollars for 
the kids to find. Thanks to the 
following banks for making this 
possible — TD Bank, Machias 
Savings Bank, Bangor Savings 
Bank, Key Bank and County 
Federal Credit Union.

2 p.m. — Giant Bonfire, spon-
sored by the Houlton Fire De-
partment. Get warm and toasty 
after the day of outdoor fun and 
enjoy a cup of hot chocolate.

2-4 p.m. — Free Public Skat-
ing: John Millar Civic Center. 
Skate rentals are available for 
$2. Concessions available.

3:30 p.m. — 2nd Annual 
Men’s Basketball All Star Ex-
travaganza at the Gentle Me-
morial Building. Promoted by 
Houlton Basketball Association 
Men’s League, the event will 
include a Free Throw Contest, 
3-Point Shoot-Out and All Star 

Game. For more information, 
contact Jere A. Humphrey at 
768-1667 or visit the web site 
at www.leaguelineup.com/houl-
tonmensleague

4:30-5:30 p.m. — Free U18 
Stick Time: John Millar Civic 
Center. Concessions available.

4:30-5:30 p.m. — Public Sup-
per at the Southern Aroostook 
Agricultural Museum. A spa-
ghetti supper will be served. The 
cost is by donation. A Valen-
tines’ Dessert Auction will also 
be held. All proceeds to benefit 
the Greater Houlton Christian 
Academy.

9:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. 
-- Moosestompers Ball at 
Downunder Sports Pub. Live 
music by Wally and the Vir-
ginians. There will be a cover 
charge starting at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 8
11 a.m. -- Giant Sliding Hill 

Reopens. Day 2 of sliding on 
Derby Hill.  Come join the fun!

Noon -- Snowsled rides. Take 
a ride around the park in style as 
a local snowmobiler pulls you 
and your friends on a special 
‘boggan.  A great way to ride!

12:30 p.m. -- Kids’ Snowmo-
bile Races. This is a timed event 
for sleds that are 120cc’s or 
smaller and for ages 4-10.  Each 
participant runs the course alone 
and is timed.

2-4 p.m. -- Free Public Skat-
ing at the John Millar Civic 
Center. The cost for skate rent-
als is $2.

3 p.m. -- Fishing Derby Final 
Weigh-in and Awards Ceremo-
ny at Peg’s Place in Linneus. Be 
there to see the biggest fish!

4-5 p.m. -- Free 18-and-old 
stick time at the John Millar 
Civic Center.

All Weekend
 at Military Street Baptist 

Church on the Hill
Snowshoe and cross coun-

try ski trails will be open for 
use. Trail maps are posted and 
flagged. Begin at the Moose and 
enjoy!



Don’t let Fairpoint 
leave 

you speechless
To The Editor:
AARP Maine believes no 

matter where you live in Maine, 
you have a right to a reliable, 
affordable landline phone. 
Fairpoint Communications, the 
company required by state law 
to provide this vital service, is 
trying to wriggle out of this ob-
ligation. Don’t let them abandon 
rural Mainers, many of whom 
are elderly, poor or disabled.

Land lines are lifelines. The 
loss of this service could affect 
nearly 25,000 residents. Ac-
cording to an April 2015 Criti-
cal Insights survey, 67 percent 
of Mainers are opposed to Fair-
point’s proposed legislation. We 
have many neighbors who rely 
heavily, or solely on basic land-
line service for emergencies, 
medical monitoring of pace-
makers, cardiac defibrillators, 
and for keeping connected to 
families and communities. The 
loss of the service could be dev-
astating!

Cell phones are not the an-
swer. Many elders don’t have 
them, don’t want them, and 

can’t afford them. Even when 
available, cell phone service is 
far from reliable, especially in 
rural areas. Faced with emer-
gencies, extreme weather, mal-
functioning medical devices, 
Mainers, no matter where they 
live, need to count on a reliable 
landline phone, even when the 
power goes out.

Please join AARP and many 
community organizations in 
working to protect access to ba-
sic landline service for all Main-
ers. Contact your legislators; tell 
them not to let Fairpoint off the 
hook. Urge them to vote against 
proposed legislation that would 
eliminate your basic landline 
service. They will have an op-
portunity to vote on this issue in 
the next few months. Ask them 
to ensure that rural voices will 
be heard.

You can also sign a petition 
on line: http://action.aarp.org/
saveourlandlines

Gail Maynard
AARP Maine Advocacy 

Volunteer
Woodland

WWII veteran presented 
with long-overdue service medals

By U.S. Sen. Angus King
(I-Maine)

Our veterans have put every-
thing on the line for this country, 
and they deserve to be recog-
nized for their service and sacri-
fice. One such veteran is Joseph 
G. Hoerth of Westport Island, 
who earned several medals for 
his service in the Army during 
World War II but, for various 
reasons, never received them. 
That changed earlier in January, 
when I had the honor of present-
ing him the Bronze Star Med-
al, the Prisoner of War Medal, 
and the Combat Infantry Badge 
during a ceremony in my Au-
gusta office. These medals are a 
testament to Joe’s extraordinary 
service to our nation, as he and 
millions of other brave Ameri-
cans fought for the freedom and 

prosperity we enjoy today.‚Äé
A combat veteran and two-

time prisoner of war, Joe joined 
the Army 
and served 
in the 106th 
Infantry Di-
vision during 
World War 
II. He fought 
in the Battle 
of the Bulge, 
where he 
was captured 
and held as a 
prisoner of war along with two 
of his childhood friends serv-
ing in the same unit. The trio 
was able to escape and began a 
harrowing 6-day, 60-mile trek 
through German occupied terri-
tory in harsh late-winter condi-
tions. Joe and one of his friends 

were re-captured just miles from 
reaching U.S. Army units, but 
later managed to escape again 
and finally return to U.S. con-
trolled territory.

After his service in Europe, 
Joe’s regiment received a memo 
from an Army officer outlin-
ing the awards and decorations 
for which they may be eligible. 
However, due to several factors, 
including that his former com-
manding officer had been hos-
pitalized with tuberculosis, Joe 
never received his decorations. 
Last fall, he reached out to my 
office to request assistance in 
securing the awards, and over 
the course of several months, 
my staff worked with the De-
partment of the Army to secure 
them. I’m pleased to say Joe 
now has the medals he rightfully 

100 Years Ago - Feb. 2, 
1916

 Pleasing program — In 
Ludlow the pupils in District 
No. 1 gave a very pleasing 
program at the school on 
Wednesday afternoon con-
sisting of dialogues, recita-
tions, etc., which was lis-
tened to by a number of the 
parents and friends. Earl 
Hand, as teacher of this 
school, has shown marked 
ability in teaching and train-
ing the children.

 Women’s rights — On Jan. 
24 there was a large atten-
dance at the Houlton Wom-
an’s Club. Mrs. Black intro-
duced Hon. Ira G. Hersey, 
who gave an address on the 
legal rights of women of 
Maine. Mr. Hersey was re-
ceived with great applause 
and he gave a most interest-
ing paper, taking up the com-
mon law of Maine.

75 Years Ago - Jan. 30, 
1941

 Raise in rank — Leighton 
Dudley, son of Mrs. Mildred 
Dudley of Houlton, has been 
commissioned a second lieu-
tenant in the United States 
Army and assigned to the 
240th Coast Artillery.

 President’s ball — In Is-
land Falls on Thursday eve-
ning, a president’s birthday 
ball was to be held at the 
Grange Hall. Proceeds from 
the affair were designated to 
aid the fight against infan-
tile paralysis. Superintendent 
Robert B. Lunt, Principal 
Roy L. Sinclair, Clarence 
Berry and Ronald Martin are 
the general committee. The 

Girl Scouts will have charge 
of the advance sale of tickets 
and the Boy Scouts will dec-
orate the hall.

50 Years Ago - Feb. 3, 
1966

 Scholarship fund — Rob-
ert Anderson, president of 
the Houlton Rotary Club, 
presented a check for $5,830 
to Dr. C. Worth Howard, 
president of Ricker College, 
during a ladies’ night din-
ner at Ricker Commons. The 
check represents receipts 
from the annual Rotary Auc-
tion and will be applied to the 
Oscar F. French Memorial 
Scholarship Fund at Ricker.

25 Years Ago - Jan. 30, 
1991

 Pie throwing — The Lin-
neus Sno-Sports raised $265 
for Pine Tree Camp. A meal, 
a dance with “Nuthin’ Fan-
cy” and a pie-throwing con-
test netted $265.50, with 
the ladies outdoing the men 
by $200. Auctioneers Ken 
and Ted Bither involved the 
crowd in the pie-throwing 
contest. Norma Bither, Nancy 
Benn and Cathy Bither were 
recipients of butterscotch and 
cream pies in the face. It was 
a unanimous vote to bring 
Clair Lambert, president, 
back for a chocolate cream, 
raising an additional $33.

 Winner — Jimmy Cole ac-
cepted a $4,000 check from 
Rondise Watson, secretary/
reporter for the Meduxnekeag 
Ramblers Snowmobile Club. 
Cole bought a raffle ticket 
during the Ramblers’ promo-
tion to be used on a purchase 
of any sled of this choice.

From Our Files
Headlines from 

100 years of local news.

Pioneer Times file photo: 1966
HEARTS FUND LEADERS — Mrs. Harold Cassidy, left, has been 
appointed as general chairman of the annual Heart Fund appeal in 
Houlton. Appointed as the second key member of the fund drive 
is Mrs. Oden Cassidy, right, who will serve as treasurer. They are 
displaying one of the posters that will be seen during February 
while the drive is underway.
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From our Mailbag
Readers share their views

The history, 
hype and hope 

of debates
By Gene Policinski

What’s going on with pres-
idential primary debates? And 
I don’t mean the latest issue 
many will think of first: The 
flap between Fox News and 
GOP front-runner Donald 
Trump over Fox News anchor 
Megyn Kelly.

Granted, the discussion 
over which journalists will or 
will not get to ask questions 
in televised debates generally 
plays out behind closed doors 
— in talks between campaign 
officials and debate sponsors 
— not in the Twittersphere and 
in the nightly news.

Rather, the observation that 
should catch the attention of 
First Amendment advocates is 
Trump’s view of the purpose 
behind this last Republican 
debate before the Iowa prima-
ry, apparently shared by many, 
that the point of the exercise is 
television ratings and network 
profits.

“Why should the networks 
continue to get rich on the de-
bates?” Trump told reporters 
at a news conference in Iowa. 
“Why do I have to make Fox 
rich?” And after pulling out of 
the debate, he wrote on Twit-
ter about Fox: “Let’s see how 
they do with the ratings. Let’s 
see how many people watch.”

What about informing the 
public? What about letting 
voters see candidates testing 
their positions — and yes, 
their demeanor — through a 
set of informed questions that 
speak to the great issues of the 
day? And where’s the obliga-
tion of candidates to “stand 
for election,” not just stand 
behind a podium as entertain-
ment?

In 1928, the League of 
Women Voters sponsored 
weekly, 30-minute nationally 
broadcast presidential debates 
on NBC radio — but without 
the actual candidates, Herbert 
Hoover and Al Smith. Speak-
ers in the 10-month series 
ranged from college students 
to newspaper columnists to 
political cronies.

The first televised debates 
involving a presidential elec-
tion were in 1960, a series of 
broadcasts between Vice Pres-
ident Richard Nixon, the Re-
publican nominee, and Sen. 
John F. Kennedy, the Demo-
cratic candidate.

In the book “Inside the Pres-
idential Debates: Their Im-
probable Past and Promising 
Future,” authors Newton Mi-
now and Craig L. LaMay noted 
that negotiations between the 
government and broadcasters 
to hold the debates included 
a waiver of the federal “equal 
time” provision that would 
have meant allowing a host of 
other candidates on stage.

After promises by the net-
works to Congress to provide 
at least eight hours of free air-
time to each major candidate, 
Minnow and LaMay wrote, 
“the 1960 debates ran with-
out interruption even for local 
station breaks.” Broadcasting 
magazine “estimated that the 
four debates that year cost 
each of the networks ... about 
$6 million overall — and 
their affiliates many millions 
more,” they said.

Both before and after Nix-
on and Kennedy squared off, 

there were differences over the 
value of the debates and about 
the journalists facing the can-
didates.The New York Times 
complained that the question-
ers all were broadcasters and 
not from the usual set of news-
paper reporters and columnists 
who trailed and talked with 
candidates.

And while author Theo-
dore White, in his famed book 
“The Making of the President 
1960” called the TV exchang-
es a positive “revolution born 
of the ceaseless American in-
genuity in technology,” The 
Times later called the debates 
“a powder puff performance” 
that, while entertaining to 
some, failed to bring any new 
insight to voters.

Journalists have at times 
also courted debate controver-
sy. In 1988, CNN’s Bernard 
Shaw asked Democratic can-
didate Michael Dukakis, “If 
Kitty Dukakis (the candidate’s 
wife, who was in the audience) 
were raped and murdered, 
would you favor an irrevo-
cable death penalty for the 
killer?” The audience gasped, 
other journalists gaped, and 
the candidate replied coolly 
that he would not change his 
longtime opposition to capital 
punishment. Many saw that 
exchange as ending the Demo-
crat’s presidential chances.

Back to Trump’s dispute 
with Fox over Kelly, and his 
threat to damage ratings by not 
participating. Certainly in this 
presidential cycle, there’s un-
deniable value in “the show.” 
A Fox News telecast of a GOP 
primary debate in August had 
24 million viewers, its high-
est ever, and among the most-
viewed events in cable TV 
history —beating, I’d note, a 
former chart-topper, “Night of 
the Walking Dead.”) CNBC, 
a perennial bottom-dweller in 
TV audience, drew its record 
audience of 14 million viewers 
by airing a Republican prima-
ry debate in late October; and 
Fox Business Network did the 
same a month later.

But the point of free-and-
open exchanges between can-
didates — and, indeed, the 
reason the First Amendment 
provides it highest protection 
for political speech — is not 
about entertainment or eco-
nomics. Televised debates, 
and the questions that pan-
elists pose, should serve as 
electronic surrogates for each 
of us.

The point should not be 
“gotcha” or “got viewers,” 
but that viewers and voters 
got better acquainted with the 
candidates and their views, via 
the unique collective experi-
ence of a few hours on either 
side of the screen. We speak 
freely so that we can debate, 
discuss, disagree and then find 
common ground for the com-
mon good.

Maybe not the makings of 
a ratings smash, a moment to 
make a media career, or even a 
good political tactic. But good 
for us.

Gene Policinski is chief op-
erating officer of the Newseum 
Institute and senior vice pres-
ident of the Institute’s First 
Amendment Center. He can 
be reached at gpolicinski@
newseum.org. 

What's your opinion?
We want to hear what you think! Letters to the editor must meet editorial standards and be 
accompanied by a signature and a telephone number for verification purposes only. Deadline is 
Friday at 5 p.m. for that week's publication. Send your letter to us at PO Box 456, Houlton, ME 
04730; fax: 207-532-2403; email: pioneertimes@nepublish.com. 

Man’s best friend
To the editor:
When I was 8 years old my 

mom gave my sister and me a 
puppy for Christmas. He was 
a border collie mix with white 
socks on his feet and a white 
tip on his tail so we named him 
Tippy.

We used to get a lot more 
snow then than now and usual-
ly during our Christmas break 
from school, my dad would call 
the town office in Mapleton and 
hire their big V-plow to come in 
and push the snow back in our 
yard. When this happened we 
would end up with 10- to 15-
foot snow banks to play on. A 
couple days after they came 
and did the yard, it snowed and 
we had perhaps six inches of 
new powder on the ground.

That afternoon, sis and I took 
Tippy outside to play. I climbed 
to the top of the bank and called 
Tippy by name and he started 
to climb that snowbank to get 
to me. Puppies don’t like to be 
left alone when their “kids” are 
outside with them. Tippy final-
ly made it to the top of the bank 
after seemingly working his lit-

tle heart out to do so.
At that point I went down 

the bank and stood on the lev-
el looking up at him. Not lik-
ing this one bit, he yelped and 
started down too. The further 
he made it the faster he seemed 
to go. When he hit the level 
and his front feet tried to stop 
his momentum, his front legs 
buckled and he went head first, 
or maybe I should say nose 
first, in the powdered snow and 
all I could see was a huge cloud 
of powder going everywhere.

You can imagine how humor-
ous it was to see him come out 
of the snow sneezing and shak-
ing his head with us looking 
on and laughing at seeing two 
black eyes and a little black 
nose among the white on his 
face.

I spent a lot of years with that 
old dog and two days before I 
came home from Navy Boot 
Camp, Tippy went to where 
ever it is they go for eternity. 
Now I look at our chihuahua 
and think of those days.

Guy Woodworth
Presque Isle

earned.
And today, at 93 years old, 

Joe Hoerth continues to serve 
his community, volunteering at 
the office of the Maine Attorney 
General in Augusta. His cour-
age, his character, and his com-
mitment to Maine and the nation 
are an inspiring example for us 
all. Like every Maine veteran, 
he has done so much for us, and 
I will always work hard to honor 
that service and sacrifice.



IN CARIBOU AND LIME-
STONE: modern 1, 2 and 3
bedroom apartments. Most
utilities included. Quiet build-
ings. Well mannered pet OK.
Some are furnished, some
with deck or porch. Please call
325-4334 or local cell phone
325-1188 to check availability.

PRESQUE ISLE – 1 and 2 Bed-
room apartments. Also rooms
for rent off campus. Call: 207-
768-0066.

1  Bedroom apt. in CARIBOU.
Scenic. Non smoking. $500
monthly. Security and refer-
ences required. 498-8572
Days. 498-4071 Evenings.

1 & 2 Bedroom Apts. in CARI-
BOU. Newly Remodeled inside
and out. Country setting.
Close to DFAS. $500 and $550
/ month. Security and refer-
ences required. 540-7158.

1 & 2 Bedroom Luxury Apts.
Downtown PRESQUE ISLE.
Furnished or unfurnished,
short or long term lease.
$650~$1,100/month. Call
852-2806.

1 and 2 bedroom apts. in PRE-
SQUE ISLE. All are bright,
clean and spacious. Heat in-
cluded. Call 227-3033.

1 and 2 Bedroom Apts. in PRE-
SQUE ISLE. References and
security deposit required. Call
for info 764-3473 EHO.

1 Bedroom affordable efficien-
cy apt. in PRESQUE ISLE. Gar-
bage and hot water included.
Security deposit and referenc-
es required. Call 227-4501.

1 Bedroom in MAPLETON.
Everything included. Security
deposit and references re-
quired. Call 227-4501.

1 Bedroom, 2nd floor Apt.
F/R in PRESQUE ISLE. Heat
and hot water included. Se-
curity deposit and referenc-
es required. Call 764-1561 or
764-5789.

2 & 3 Bedroom Duplex Homes
for Rent near NMCC in PRE-
SQUE ISLE. Full Basement,
garage. $650 and $700. Snow
removal and lawn care includ-
ed. All other utilities paid by
tenant. Security and referenc-
es required. 540-7158.

2 Bedroom 1st floor Apt. in
PRESQUE ISLE. Washer/Dryer
hook-up, heat included. Secur-
ity deposit and references re-
quired. Non smoking.
$700/month. Call 551-8986.

2 Bedroom Apartments in
LIMESTONE For Rent. Heat in-
cluded. Section 8 Approved.
Call 492-1900.

2 Bedroom Apt. F/R. Down-
town PRESQUE ISLE.
$675/month. All utilities in-
cluded. Call 769-8241.

2 bedroom, 1 bath located 271
Main St., CARIBOU. Full reno-
vation complete this year. Heat,
water, sewer, electric, snow &
trash removal and lawn care
included in rent, $775/month.
Call Mike 498-9911.

2 Bedroom, security deposit
required. Applications avail-
able at 500 Main Street, CARI-
BOU. 493-3358 GAGNON’S
RENTAL PROPERTIES, LLC.

3 Bedroom Apt. F/R in PRE-
SQUE ISLE. Heat included. Se-
curity and references re-
quired. Call 768-1693.

3 Bedroom Apt. F/R. EASTON.
Heat and electric included.
Call 227-8020.

Apartment For Rent
74 Main Street, HOULTON

One BR $450. Includes heat,
air conditioning and trash re-
moval. The laundry facilities
are on site. The parking lot is
private. Call 532-7171.

Apartments, Efficiencies and
Rooms For Rent. We have 5
locations for our rooms in
PRESQUE ISLE. Room prices
are $95 and up per week. Call
for Availability. Security de-
posit and references required.
EHO 764-3473.

ASHLAND – 2 Bedroom Apart-
ment. Heat, hot water, propane
supplied. Phone: 435-3554.
Cell: 227-6114.

CARIBOU – 2 Bedroom Apt.
$500 monthly plus deposit in-
cludes water and sewer. Call
498-2023.

CARIBOU – 2 Bedroom
ground floor, heated, hot wa-
ter, lights included.
$700/month. Section 8 ap-
proved. 498-6731 or 551-8132.

CARIBOU – Cozy 1 BR apart-
ment. Second floor. Newly ren-
ovated. Stainless steel  ap-
pliances. Washer/Dryer, dish-
washer. Great location. Quiet
neighborhood. Call 492-2122.

CARIBOU – Efficiency Apt.
Heat and H/W included. In
town. $375. Security and refer-
ences required. 551-8552.

For Rent: HOULTON – 3 Bed-
room apt. References re-
quired. Call 532-3679.

Heated 2 bedroom apt. 47 Main
Street, LIMESTONE. Laundry
room available. Available
January 1st. Call 325-9119.

HESTIA HEIGHTS, HOULTON: 1
BR and 4 BR available. 30% of
monthly income for rent. Heat
and Hot Water included. NON
SMOKING. Income limits apply,
preference given to extremely
low income applicants: 1 BR
unit: $11,770/1 person; $15,930/2
people. 4 BR unit: $24,250/4 peo-
ple; $28,410/5 people; $31,750/6;
$33,950/7; $36,150/8. Other
incomes also eligible. Maine
Development Associates (800)
639-1747 / TTY Dial 711. Call
or print application at www.mai-
nedevelopment.com. Equal
Housing Opportunity.

HILLSIDE MANOR, MARS
HILL: TAKING APPLICATIONS
FOR 1 AND 2 Bedroom units
for the FUTURE VACANCIES.
Want to pay only 30% of your
monthly income for rent, all
utilities included? Get your
application now. Must be at
least 62 or disabled. Income
limits apply, preference given
to extremely low income ap-
plicants: 1 Bedroom Unit:
$11,770/1 person; $15,930/2
people. 2 Bedroom Unit:
$15,930/2 people; $20,090/3
people; $24,250/4 people. Oth-
er incomes also eligible. Rent
is 30% of monthly income, util-
ities included. Maine Develop-
ment Associates, (800) 639-
1747/TTY Dial 711. Printable
application available at
www.mainedevelopment.com.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

HOULTON
QUALITY HEATED APARTMENTS

Conveniently located in down-
town area. Call 532-4166 or
532-7038.

HOULTON – 2 Bedroom apt.
$575/month + security depos-
it. Includes heat, garbage
pick-up and snow removal.
694-2930.

MADAWASKA – 1 & 2 Bed-
room apartments. Move in
Special: $195/1 Bedroom;
$295/2 Bedroom. Call John
492-1900.

MARS HILL MANOR: 2-1 BR
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE.
Sign Lease and receive FREE
RENT for 1 Month and a Gift
Card! 1 Unit with Rental Assis-
tance is 30% of monthly in-
come; 1 Unit is $515.00 per
month with SECTION 8
VOUCHERS WELCOME! On-
site laundry and community
room. Income limits apply; pri-
ority given to household in-
come of up to $19,250 for 1
and $22,000 for 2 people.
Higher incomes may also
qualify – Call for details! CON-
TACT Maine Development As-
sociates 1-800-639-1747 – TTY
Dial 711. Printable application
available at www.mainedevel-
opment.com. Equal Opportun-
ity Organization.

MOUNTAINVIEW APART-
MENTS, Mt. View Street, MARS
HILL: 3 BR Townhouse. For
limited time, 2 members quali-
fy for 3 BR. Pay only 30% of
monthly income; heat/hot wa-
ter included and W/D hookup.
One month free rent promo-
tion. Preference given to
household income categories:
$15,930 for 2; $20,090 for 3;
$24,250 for 4; $28,410 for 5;
and $31,750 for 6. Call Maine
Development Associates 1-
800-639-1747 for application
and income limits. Application
also on website www.mainede-
velopment.com. TTY: Dial 711.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

Nice 2 Bedroom Apt. in PRE-
SQUE ISLE. Call 551-7545.

Apartments
For Rent

NORTH RIDGE APARTMENTS
located at 17 Jacobs Avenue
in CARIBOU – Now renting 1, 2
& 3 BR units. Heat, Hot Water
and Electricity included with
on-site laundry and play-
ground. Vouchers Accepted.
Limited in-house rent assis-
tance also available. Move in
special: 1 month free rent after
6 months and free basic cable
for 3 months. Income limits
apply. Call Maine Development
Associates for more informa-
tion at 1-800-639-1747 / TTY
711. Applications can also be
printed at www.mainedevelop-
ment.com. Equal Housing Op-
portunity.

NORTHERN HOUSE, Fort Fair-
field: ***CURRENT VACAN-
CIES FOR STANDARD 1 & 2
BEDROOM UNITS, AND WE
HAVE IMMEDIATE OPENING
FOR A 1 BEDROOM HANDI-
CAP ACCESSIBLE UNIT***
Northern House is a beautiful
secured building located in the
center of Fort Fairfield very
close distance of shopping,
pharmacies and medical serv-
ices. In addition to including
utilities with your rent, we take
care of snowplowing and land-
scaping as well. Applicant
must be at least age 62 or disa-
bled. Income limits and other
restrictions apply, rent is just
30% of adjusted income with
utilities included. **FOR A LIM-
ITED TIME, WE ARE OFFER-
ING ONE MONTH FREE RENT
AND A $100 GIFT CARD** Pref-
erence given to extremely low
income applicants: $11,770/1
person; $15,930/2; $20,090/3;
$24,250/4. Applications being
taken for other income levels.
Please contact Maine Develop-
ment Associates at 1-800-639-
1747/TTY Dial 711. Equal Hous-
ing Opportunity.

NORTHLAND PARK, PRE-
SQUE ISLE: Taking applica-
tions for a current 1 bedroom
vacancy, and for future 1 and 2
bedroom standard and handi-
cap vacancies. Northland Park
is a secured building conven-
iently located near shopping,
medical services and enter-
tainment. Must be 62 years of
age or older; handicap/disa-
bled regardless of age. Basic
rent is $590-$608 plus utilities
for 1 BR; $635-$653 plus utili-
ties for 2 BR. Section 8 vouch-
ers welcome, rental assis-
tance may be available to
qualified applicants. Property
information and application
are available at www.mainede-
velopment.com or contact
Maine Development Asso-
ciates (800)-639-1747 / TTD
711. We are an Equal oppor-
tunity organization.

One bedroom, first floor apt.
on Third Street in PRESQUE
ISLE. $625 includes heat and
hot water. Call 554-0749.

PRESQUE ISLE & EASTON:
Now accepting applications
for 1 & 2 bedroom apts. Rent
based on 30% of income. Utili-
ty allowance. Call Cyr Manage-
ment, 764-6333 leave mes-
sage. Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity/Equal Opportunity Or-
ganization.

PRESQUE ISLE – 2 Bedroom
Duplex Apt. $775/month in-
cludes washer/dryer hook-up,
large deck, heat, hot water,
lawncare and snow removal.
$775 deposit and 1 year lease.
Call 764-0214.

RLW Management, Inc. is a
Professional Property Man-
agement Company. We offer 1,
2 and 3 bedroom apart-
ments/homes in CARIBOU
when available. Some units
are subsidized as well as de-
signed for person(s) with dis-
abilities. All of our units in-
clude amenities such as gar-
bage removal, lawn care, snow
removal and 24 hour main-
tenance at very competitive
rates. Almost all units include
heat and hot water. We accept
Section 8  and other Housing
Vouchers. Please call 207-498-
3097 for availability. TTY Dial
711. Equal housing and em-
ployment opportunity.

Spacious 1 bedroom upstairs
apartment on Allen Street in
PRESQUE ISLE. Nice kitchen
with open concept to living
room. Large bathroom with full
tub / shower. Private washer /
dryer hook-up within the unit.
$575 monthly plus electricity.
Available January 1, 2016. Ref-
erences and security deposit
required. 540-6495.

Two bedroom on Second
Street, PRESQUE ISLE. $650
per month includes heat and
hot water. Coin-op laundry.
Call Sue at 807-3238.

COMMERCIAL INCOME INVESTMENT
Two apartment buildings on
large lot - great location. One
bldg. with 2 units, each 2 BR,
separate driveway. Second
bldg. with 4 units, each 2-3 BR,
den, LR, HW floors. Each apt.
has refrigerator and stove, H/W
heat, individual meters and
separate basement storage
unit. Great condition and easily
rented. Call: (207) 768-3551.

PRESQUE ISLE: Furnished
and unfurnished 1—3 BR
Apts. and homes. Starting @
$575/month. Security deposit
and references required. Pets
limited to assistance animals
only. Call 764-0767.

HMF CanAm BRP Outlander
800 Spring Red Slip on
exhaust pipe fits 06-11, $125.
Call 227-9262. CARIBOU.

2004 Isuzu Ascender. 8 Seater,
4WD, AWD. New transmission
and new transmission lines
(Sept. 2015), new breaks and
new manifold (July 2015), new
tires... Too many to list. $3.700
OBRO. 554-0701 or 554-0702
PRESQUE ISLE.

(4) 16” Jeep Wrangler Cast
Aluminum Wheels. 764-3966.
Excellent condition. PRE-
SQUE ISLE.

Wanted: 4 used 17x7.5 inch
rims to fit 225/50R17 for 2012
Ford Fusion. Call 227-9262.
CARIBOU.

LOW WEEKLY PAYMENTS!
FRESH START FINANCE COM-
PANY provides in-house fi-
nancing on used cars, trucks,
SUVs and vans. All come with
a 12 months, 12,000 mile limit-
ed warranty. No down payment
to qualified buyers. Everyone
is approved. Call 538-3040 or
1-866-564-3457.

WE PAY CASH FOR CARS!
York’s of Houlton is always
looking for quality used cars
and trucks to round out our
inventory. We sell all makes &
models, so let us make you
an offer regardless of what
type of vehicle you own. Even
if you still owe a balance on
your vehicle, we are still in-
terested. Call 538-3040 or 1-
866-564-3457 for an appraisal
appointment.

Building for Sale or Lease:
1,600 Square Foot, 1 story
Bldg. on slab. Three green-
houses with furnaces, 2 w/o,
has drilled well/septic, cov-
ered barn/quonset on 12.5 acr-
es, zoned commercial. For-
merly Phils Greenhouses.
Call: (207) 227-0300 for appt.

Entrepreneurs Wanted! Prop-
erty and Casualty Insurance
Agency for Sale. Affiliated with
major national carrier. Great
business opportunity! Please
Call: Maureen Wholey P: (603)
566-3827.

CARIBOU – 700 Square ft.
space on Bennett Drive across
from McDonalds. Perfect for a
1-4 person professional office.
Ready to move-in. Turnkey.
227-4160.

Commercial Space For Rent
downtown PRESQUE ISLE,
Main Street entrance and park-
ing lot. Available now. 500 Sq.
Ft – 3,500 Sq. Ft. Call 852-2806.

PRESQUE ISLE – 1,350 square
ft. office / retail space with
built-in kitchen area. Down-
town at the corner of Main and
State Streets. Newly remo-
deled, turnkey set-up. Eco-
nomical heat pump just in-
stalled. 540-7158.

EastPoint Sports 84” X-Cell Air
Powered Hockey Table. 1-year
old. Excellent condition. Want
to sell for $155. Brand new
$305. Comes with 4 Hockey
strikers and Pucks. 207-554-
0701 leave a message. WASH-
BURN.

Stove Becket Wood and Coal
Boiler. Like New. $750. Also 2
Stainless Steel Sinks, 1- Com-
mercial and 1- Double. Call
325-4948.

Installer and Maintenance Man
Trainee. Must have Driver’s Li-
cense. Call John 492-1900.

Need Laundry Mat Person(s)
to Wash and Fold. Apartment
available. MADAWASKA.
Immediate opening. Call
492-1900.

PRESQUE ISLE – Part time
janitor. M~F; 5~8 p.m. (Some
flexibility on start time). Daily
cleaning of professional office
building. Must pass back-
ground check. $11/hr. Paid
holidays. Send resume to
mremjobs@yahoo.com or ap-
ply at www.mremservic-
es.com/careers.

The Crown Park Inn hotel in
CARIBOU has an immediate
opening for a front desk
clerk. Hours will be 3 to 11
p.m. three to five days per
week (21-35 hours per week).
Must be self motivated and
able to work independently.
The position requires excel-
lent customer service skills
and computer proficiency.
Apply in person at 30 Access
Highway, Caribou, ME or
email resume and cover letter
to crownpark@hotmail.com.

2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom, fully
furnished home for rent.
$750/month. Dishwasher, TV,
Washer, dryer, Mud Porch, Ga-
rage. Located in CARIBOU.
Call 498-9911.

3 Bdrm cape style home,
washer/dryer hook-up, garage,
hardwood floors, full base-
ment, big backyard. Dave or
Phyllis, 492-8581 or 493-4580.

3 Bedroom House F/R in FORT
FAIRFIELD. Call 540-3585.

CARIBOU: 2 Bedroom house
for rent in quiet neighbor-
hood. Fully finished family
room in basement. Washer /
dryer hook-up. $575/month
plus utilities. Security depos-
it and references. Call 498-
8195 or 551-1868.

CARIBOU: Luxurious 3 B/R, 2
bath home for rent. Kitchen,
dining area, study, living and
family room with built in speak-
er system and stove. Cathedral
ceiling with skylights. Master
bath has his and her sinks. 2
Person Jacuzzi tub and stand
up shower.Walk in closets with
auto lights. Refrigerator, range
stove and dishwasher. Large
counter space. Breakfast nook,
premium cabinetry. Built in
central vacuum throughout.
Laundry room. Everything in-
cluded: heat, water and sewer,
electric, phone, cable, high
speed internet, trash, lawn care
and snow removal. As premi-
um as they come!!!
$1,400/month. Call Bernaiche
Property Maintenance for more
information @ 498-9911.

LIMESTONE – 3 Bedroom, 1
bath ranch style. W/D, garage.
$540/month or $250 bi-weekly.
Deposit and references re-
quired. 473-7076.

LIMESTONE – 3 Bedroom, 2
baths with W/D, garage. Near
schools. Available now.
$650/month or $300 bi-weekly.
473-7076.

Luxury 3 Bedroom House to
Rent. Short term thru May 1st
for 3 months. In town CARI-
BOU. Non smoking. Security
deposit required. $850/month.
All Included. Call: 227-7333.

PRESQUE ISLE – 1, 2 and 3
Bedroom houses for rent. Ref-
erences and security deposit
required. Call for more info
764-3473 EHO.

STOCKHOLM – 3 Bedroom, 2
bath home with 2 car garage
at 154 School Street.
$800/month plus utilities and
$700 security deposit. Call
Graydon at 498-6571.

3 Bedroom Ranch Home corn-
er lot PRESQUE ISLE. Motivat-
ed seller. Price reduced. Call
768-1862.

ASHLAND: Four bedroom
house. Open floor plan. Large
corner lot. Priced to sell.
$47,000. 435-2840.

Rent To Own House in CARI-
BOU. Hurry — Won’t Last! Call
John 492-1900.

12+- Acres. 6 Miles from PRE-
SQUE ISLE on the State Road.
Call 764-4824.

2+- Acres on Hanson Lake, Ba-
gley Road. 120ft. Lake fron-
tage. Call 764-4824.

LUDLOW – McGlinn Road. 45
Acres, fantastic view, 50%
mowed fields. Electric and ap-
proved septic plans. $41,000.
Owner – 207-694-1881.

100 Acres New Dunntown
Road, WADE. $50,000. Call:
High Meadow Realty (207)
455-8340.

160 Acres wooded Gough
Road, WOODLAND. Road in
some fields. $65,000. Call:
High Meadow Realty (207)
455-8340.

78 Acres Grimes Mill Road,
CARIBOU. High land, close to
river $39,900. Call: High Mead-
ow Realty (207) 455-8340.

Nice Large Houselot, CARI-
BOU, Hillview Street. $9,000.
Call: High Meadow Realty
(207) 455-8340.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00-
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with
your own bandmill-Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363Ext.300N.

2 and 3 Bedroom Mobile
Homes in CARIBOU and LIME-
STONE. Some ready now,
some fixer uppers. 492-1900.

Listen Free Caroll and Brenda
Farley/Farley Gospel Songs

weblink is:
youtu.be/n8bC7UGvmq4.

Sewing Machine Repair. Local
pick-up. HOULTON. 521-0435.

CARIBOU – Furnished effi-
ciency rooms and suites. Eve-
rything included. Smoking OK.
$500 monthly plus deposit.
Call John 492-1900.

CARIBOU – Rooms for rent.
Hank’s House 540-3313.

Clean, spacious rooms with
refrigerators, free cable, kitch-
en and laundry facilities avail-
able. For availability, inquire
CLARK’S LODGE, 22 Pleasant
Street. 764-5789.

Quiet Room to rent in NEW
SWEDEN within a family
home. Must be of good char-
acter. Free laundry and WiFi
and full kitchen privileges.
$125 weekly. 227-7333.

Rooms For Rent. We have 5
locations in PRESQUE ISLE.
Room prices are $95 and up
per week. EHO 764-3473.

Rooms For Rent

Repair

Music

Mobile Home F/R

Miscellaneous

Lots/Acreage F/S

Land for Sale

Home
Rent To Own

Your line
classified ad

reaches
39,000
readers

each week!

Homes For Sale

Homes For Rent

Help Wanted

For Sale

Commercial
/Office Space

Business
Opportunity

Building
for Sale or Lease

Automobiles

Auto Part
& Accessories

Auto For Sale

ATV Parts
For Sale

Apts. & Homes
For Rent

Apt. Building
For Sale

Cabin on the hill. Seasonal
Rental — Daily / Weekly. Locat-
ed in STOCKHOLM, ME. Call
Bob at 860-786-7545.

2 Regular all season tires 195
70 R14 $25 each. 2 Studded
snow tires on rims (5 bolt pat-
tern) 195 75 R14 $50 each. 207-
554-7866. tracistone@live.com
ask for Mike Stone.

4 New snow tires 215-60-R16.
Brand new $250 at 15 Milliken
Street, PRESQUE ISLE. Call
207-254-7030.

MERRILL – New Blizzak
snow tires! P265/70/R18.
Never mounted. $400 OBO.
207-538-0439.

WANTED: Old Waste Oil, Motor
Oil, Hyd. Oil, ATF, Veg. Oil. We
pick-up small or large
amounts at no charge. Call to
schedule pick-up. 757-8594.

Wheels - (four) 15x7 five spoke
MAG type. Came new on
Chevrolet two-door Monte
Carlo, rear wheel drive.
MAPLETON - 764-3966.

Wheels: (four) 16x17 JIW Cast
Alum factory original. Was on
Jeep Wrangler. Priced low
$200. MAPLETON. 764-3966.

Wheels For Sale

Wanted
Tires For Sale

Seasonal Rentals

ARAROOSOOSTTOOK COOK COUNTOUNTY’SY’S
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YOU CAN RUN A

CLASSIFIED AD
For As Little As...

$300
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Name __________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State________________________ Zip_______________

Phone ___________________ No. of Weeks________

All line classified advertising must be paid for in advance!
VISA, MasterCard, Discover, American Express,
Personal Check, CASH or Debit Card accepted!

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: FRIDAY 4:00 P.M.

75¢
for an additional

5 words

Category:

__________________

Mail Completed Order Form W/Payment to either of our offices:

P.O. Box 608
Caribou, ME 04736

496-3251

P.O. Box 510
Presque Isle, ME 

768-5431

P.O. Box 456
Houlton, ME 04730

532-2281

HOULTON PIONEER TIMES

“All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Maine Human
Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation, or discrimination because
of race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, national origin or sexual orientation. We will
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.”
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Classified Rates: Up to 3 lines - $3.00 • Each additional line - 75¢                         Deadline: Friday, 4:00 pm before publication date

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL 496-3251, 532-2281, 768-5431 OR 1-800-924-9041 OR FAX 492-4351, 532-2403 OR 764-7585. 
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Contributed photo
MASONS INSTALLED — The Masons of Monument Lodge 96 in Houlton installed new officers for 
the year at their Jan. 16 meeting. New officers include, front row from left, Dave Flemington, treasurer; 
Joeh Hughes, tiler; Dave Reardon, worshipful master; Jack Galda, secretary; middle, Clarence Jones, 
junior stewart; Lenny Keyes, senior deacon; Karter Kenney, junior deacon; and Darrell Malone, 
chaplain; and back, Danny Milton, marshal; Lawrence Goff, senior stewart; and Lee Oliver, junior 
warden. Absent is Jody Anderson, senior warden.

Community Notebook
(Continued from Page 2B)

na Baker, Mary Pipes, Edith 
Dwyer, Gloria Noyes, Mary 
Lawler, Marilyn Noyes and Ter-
ry Dwyer.

The next meeting will be held 
Feb. 4, and we will play the bag 
game at that meeting. New mem-
bers are always welcome.

Ricker Rumblings
By Lois Downing

Hello, everyone. Nothing to 
complain about this week. The 
weather has been favorable. We 
are glad to have escaped the bliz-
zard of Washington, New York, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts.

Have you seen Lavina Byron’s 
door recently? It is covered with 
pictures of her family and friends. 
Speaking of Lavina, she had a vis-
it from her sister, Norma Bates, 
from Madigan Estates one day last 
week. They passed their time hav-

ing a game of Scrabble, a favorite 
of theirs.

Here is an update on my broth-
er, Paul Phelan, almost 95, whom I 
brag about occasionally. He fell at 
his home in Westbrook, went to the 
hospital for several days, received 
a new pacemaker, cane, and a sling 
for his injured shoulder and is now 
in rehab, where he will stay until 
he is stronger. Get better, Paul.

Have you heard anything about 
not broadcasting the basketball 
tournament in Bangor? We will 
be among the ones who are disap-
pointed if it is not broadcast.

We have a new tenant, but I 
don’t have her name.

Have a good week, full of love 
and joy and good health.

TOPS
The weekly meeting of TOPS 

was held Jan. 29 at the Aldergate 
building on Kelleran Street in 
Houlton. There were 13 TOPS and 

two KOPS members present.
The loser of the week was Bar-

bara Grant, and the runner-up was 
Marsha Reed. The skinny dish was 
won by C.J. and the incentive bas-
ket was won by Barbara Grant.

The program was given by 
Pam Richardson on “Go Retro: 
The Benefits of Doing Things 
the Old-Fashioned Way.” For in-
stance, just getting up to answer 
the phone or switching channels 
on the television can burn calories.

A skit on different kinds of diets 
was presented by Charlotte Mar-
ley, with several members hav-
ing parts. This skit brought much 
laughter and fun to the group.

All are welcome to come and 
join. Meetings are once a week 
on Friday mornings. Weigh-in 
begins at 7:30 and the meeting is 
from 9-10. Call Pam Richardson at 
538-8760 for more information or 
directions to the meeting site.

I had another request for our 
liquid laundry detergent. Judy 
says she hasn’t used it yet, but 
was excited to try it. Have a 
good time with it,Judy. I also 
have another recipe for a non 
toxic, yet successful cleaner. 
My favorite is the dawn dish 
detergent and vinegar for most 
areas, but this next one is fast 
becoming my new favorite. 
Have a great week!

Homemade Liquid Laun-
dry Detergent
1 cup of Borax

1 cup of Arm & Hammer 
Super Washing Soda (NOT 

baking soda!)
1 bar Fels Naptha soap (you 
can also use Zote or castile 

soap )
water

5 gallon bucket with a lid
essential oil for scent (op-

tional)
Directions: Grate the Fels-

Naptha soap. Add the soap 
shreds to a pot with 4 cups of 
hot water. Put the heat on me-
dium-high, and stir until com-

pletely melted - about 10 min-
utes. Fill up a 5-gallon bucket 
halfway with hot water Pour in 
the melted soap mixture & give 
it a quick stir. Stir in the borax 
and washing soda. If you’re 
using essential oil, now is the 
time to add it.

You add in 1/2 ounce to 
1ounce, depending on how 
scented you want I. stir the 
contents again.

Fill up the bucket with warm 
water, all the way to the top - 
and stir again. If you don’t have 
a utensil long enough to reach 
the bottom, just put on a pair of 
rubber dish gloves beforehand.

Snap on the lid and let it sit 
for 24 hours to gel up. It will 
have a thick consistency that is 
watery with glops of gel. This 
is what it should look like!

At this point, you can divide 
it up between different con-
tainers like empty laundry de-
tergent containers, cleaned out 
milk jugs, etc. I prefer to use 
1-2 empty containers, and leave 
the rest in the bucket to save on 

space - refilling my containers 
as necessary. Really, you only 
use about an ounce per load.

Best Stain Remover
1 part Dawn Dishwashing 

Liquid (the original blue kind)
2 parts Hydrogen Peroxide
Mix together and pour di-

rectly on the stain.
Directions: You can keep 

this in a dark bottle with a 
sprayer in your laundry room. 
It works on stains on clothing 
or furniture. Peroxide can re-
move color on fabrics, please 
make sure to test in an incon-
spicuous area.

I really enjoy this time with 
you each week and would love 
to hear from you. Do you have 
any requests? Is there a recipe 
you have been looking for or 
remember from your young-
er years? Can I help you find 
it? Do you have any recipes 
that are special to you that you 
could share with us? Please 
contact me at susieqcook-
ing@ainop.com or c/o Pioneer 
Times, P.O. Box 456, Houlton, 

Helping to feed
(Continued from Page 1B)

have their daily meals only at 
school.

The concern that developed 
into this program of Backpack 
for Kids was how to feed the 
children over the weekends 
when they were not at school. 
For 15 years now, this pro-
gram has been sending back-
packs home on the weekends 
filled with food for those chil-
dren who qualify for the pro-
gram. The process of being 
selected starts with the school 
nurse who identifies children 
in need. Forms are sent home 
to the parents or guardians 
which must be returned with 
information listing any food 
allergies.

In the Houlton area, the 
Houlton Methodist church 
has been involved since 2010 
and has raised $70,000 in do-
nations of which Rotary has 
donated $17,000 in the past 
five years.

Local businesses such as 
County Yankee support the 
effort with food donations. A 
family who now lives in Ar-
izona, originally from Houl-
ton, sends $165 monthly to 
help support the cause. When 
this program began in Maine 
it cost around $12 per back-
pack and now this cost has 
risen to between $18-$20 per 
bag. The state needs $7 mil-
lion to feed this cause, where 
the average cost of a meal per 
child is $2.95

Karnes explained the 
weekly operation of Back-
pack for Kids. Volunteers 
meet on Wednesday each 
week to gather the food 
items to fill the backpacks. 
On Fridays, bags donated by 
LLBean and other companies 

are placed on buses where the 
bus driver oversees the distri-
bution to the children in need. 
The child must return the 
pack on Monday to stay in the 
program.

Karnes estimates that 25-
28 bags are given out weekly. 
The schools involved are the 
Mill Pond School in Hodg-
don, the Houlton Aroostook 
County Action Program Cen-
ter on North Street, Southside 
School in Houlton and a few 
sixth-graders at Houlton Mid-
dle School which is now at 
the high school. Karnes hopes 
to bring the Houlton Elemen-
tary School into the program.

If anyone wants to learn 
more about this effort the 
website www.feedingameri-
ca.org has lots of information.
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careers@
yorksofhoulton.com
York’s of Houlton

P.O. Box 100
Houlton, ME 04730

(207) 532-6976

Fresh Start Finance Company, a division of York’s of 
Houlton, has an immediate opportunity for the right 
individual at our multiline car dealership. If you have a 
proven track record of management and leadership 
skills, have a minimum of two years supervisory expe-
rience, are goal oriented and seek continuous process 
improvement, this may be the job for you.
Whoever fills this position will be assisting the manag-
er in all daytoday aspects of the job with an emphasis 
placed on collections. Prior automotive experience is 
not necessary but prior management experience is. This 
is a fulltime position in a pleasant working environ-
ment. Starting salary is $40,000 annually, plus incen-
tive, health insurance, retirement and profit sharing 
plans.
If you want this challenging and satisfying career 
position, send your resume via email or regular mail to:

ASSISTANT MANAGER

We thought we would give you 
another update on our progress 
with the new building. Due to the 
cold weather it has been slow, but 
the good news is that the furnace is 
now in and hooked up! This means 
our workers can stay warm and get 
more accomplished.

The sheetrock will start going up 
in a few days. We are so excited; is 
really starting to look like a sanctu-
ary. We are counting every penny 
and making sure that we are getting 
the most bang for our buck. This 
is why we only have a few people 
working on the building and they 
are doing it after they finish work-
ing their full-time jobs.

We are in hopes to be in the new 
building by spring or summer.

The Hollywood Pet salon looks 
like a warehouse right now be-
cause of all of the wonderful items 
that have been donated for the new 
building. We have a new computer 
and printer and many, many new 
items donated for our animals. 
There is also a new washer and dry-
er.

We cannot wait for moving day! 
We are moving full steam ahead 
and nothing can stop us. The build-
ing is meeting all of the state and 
town requirements — we are doing 

everything by the book.
This has been a learning experi-

ence for us as well as an emotion-
al roller coaster. We started with 
nothing and built a sanctuary that 
we were so proud of, only to lose 
everything. There was no warning; 
it was all gone in an instant. Our 
hearts were broken and our lives 
would never be the same. We were 
determined, and with the help of so 
many people we are now nearing 
the finish line once again.

Our new sanctuary will be filled 
with love and compassion. It will be 
a tribute to the 16 beautiful cats that 
lost their lives on March 12, 2014. 
They remain forever in our hearts. 
They are gone but not forgotten.

We want to thank each and ev-
ery one of you for your support, 
kindness and generosity. Thank 
you for believing in our mission as 
much as we do. We look forward to 
the future and to the day when we 
welcome you all through the front 
doors of the new sanctuary. It will 
be an amazing place.

Please join us on Saturday, Feb. 
6, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. for our first 
bake sale of the year.

Thank you for your continued 
support, and as always thank you 
for reading our column.

East Grand Students of the Month

Contributed photo
CHOSEN — East Grand School 
has announced its Students of the 
Month for December. Students are 
recognized for their efforts in career 
and technical education. Selected for 
the elementary level was Mariyah 
Castigliego.

Contributed photo
LAUDED — East Grand School has 
announced its Students of the Month 
for December. These students are 
being recognized for their efforts 
in career and technical education. 
Selected for the middle school was 
Benji Gilman. 

Contributed photo
HONORED — East Grand School has 
announced that Christyan Shane was 
selected as its Student of the Month 
for December for the high school. 
These students are being recognized 
for their efforts in career and technical 
education. 

Hemp
(Continued from Page 1B)

cial cultivation, though only 
when the feds allow it in some 
form. Jemison thinks it’s going 
to take an act of Congress to al-
low the crop to grow — along 
with new hemp industries.

“I can get a (Drug Enforce-
ment Agency) license, working 
hand-in-hand with a farm on a 
research basis. I don’t think you 
could get a permit,” Jemison 
told the crowd of mostly potato 
and grain farmers

Hemp and marijuana are both 
descended from the cannabis 
plant, which has “been domes-
ticated about as long as we’ve 
had agriculture,” Jemison said. 
The plant is thought to have 
first been used medicinally in 
China “for pain relief, neuralgia 
and, interestingly enough, ab-
sent-mindedness. I’m not sure if 
they were trying to reduce that 
or increase that,” he joked.

Cannabis, as hemp, was 
grown in the United States as 
early as the 1600s to make ev-
erything from ship sails to pa-
per, and then in the 1800s, new-
found varieties of cannabis were 
used in various concoctions sold 
as a medicine, Jemison said.

Hemp and marijuana do ap-
pear similar as they grow, with 
the characteristic slender leaves, 
but they have been bred for dif-
ferent things — marijuana for its 
seedless flowers full of THC and 
other compounds, and hemp for 
its thick stalks and hearty seeds. 
(For those interested in can-
nabis’ natural history, Jemison 
recommended Michael Pollan’s 
book “The Botany of Desire,” 
which details how agronomists 
bred shorter, high-THC marijua-

na varieties to help illegal grow-
ers over the last 50 years.)

The hemp plant has a trifecta 
of product lines in fiber, “shivs” 
and seed, according to Michael 
Carus, director at the European 
Industrial Hemp Association, 
based in Huerth, Germany. 
Hemp fibers are used for papers, 
insulation and biocomposite 
materials, while the shivs, the 
silica-rich woody core of the 
stem, can be used for animal 
bedding and construction infill 
as “hempcrete.” The nutty hemp 
seeds have a balance of omega-3 
and omega-6 fatty acids and a 
range of beneficial nutrients for 
both people and animals.

Canadian farmers have been 
growing hemp mostly for food 
products for more than a decade, 
after their prohibition was lifted 
in 1998. More than 84,000 acres 
are licensed from Health Cana-
da for hemp cultivation across 
the provinces, and retail sales of 
Canadian hemp seed products 
range between $20 and $40 mil-
lion annually, according to the 
Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance. 
Europe’s niche hemp industry 
relies on about 25,000 acres 
in production focused on fiber 
uses, including BMW hemp re-
inforced door panel and build-
ing insulation.

For Maine potato farmers, 
who have a range of rotation-
al crops to choose from, hemp 
would pose some benefits as 
well as drawbacks, Jemison 
said. It doesn’t require too much 
fertilizer or pest management, 
although it does use a lot of car-
bon from the soil and it’s pretty 
rough on the machines that har-
vest them.

“That being said, if you have 

BDN photo/Brian Feulner
FEATURED PLANT — Cannabis from Brigid Farms was shown 
at the Home Grown Maine Medical Marijuana Trade Show at the 
Spectacular Events Center in Bangor. The conference was designed 
to teach individuals how to grow medical marijuana. 

marginal land and you wanted to 
do some of this, there may be a 
place for that,” Jemison said.

Research in Quebec, which 
has a growing season like 
Aroostook County, has shown 
strong hemp yields, if less than 
those in western Canada. “It’s a 
decent crop,” Jemison said.

The markets for fiber current-
ly are small, but hemp seed and 
hemp seed oil would be similar 
to growing other seed oils and 
with a premium price, Jemison 
said. “Back of the envelope,” 
he estimates that Maine farm-
ers could grow 35-50 gallons 
of hemp seed oil per acre, 
compared to 75-100 gallons of 
canola oil per acre, with hemp 

oil selling for about 20 times as 
much per ounce.

While farmers think about 
whether they’d grow hemp if 
and when the federal govern-
ment gives the okay, the Maine 
Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry is 
working on getting a licensing 
and THC-testing system ready, 
Jemison said.

But for Congress to pass a law 
allowing hemp cultivation — 
which among other things could 
mean a new competitor to the 
cotton industry — lawmakers 
need to hear from their constit-
uents, he said. “If you all push 
on it I think we could get some 
progress on the national level.”

directors that, since there is a 
small chance the $203,122 could 
be taken back or forgiven, giving 
the bond bank a mortgage to the 
Loring golf course would be a suf-
ficient amount of security to satisfy 
the loan.

“The bond bank is happy,” LDA 
President Carl Flora said at the Jan. 
25 meeting. “They have already 
voted to go with the bond and have 
not requested the golf course, but 
FAME has seen this as a technical 
necessity.”

According to Flora, the bond 
bank has no history of exercising 

their right to take back the forgiven 
portion of a loan.

“The key point in this deal is that 
the state revolving loan fund gives 
us $507,780, we spot the $304,668, 
and then we are able to complete a 
bigger project.

Upgrades to the water system 
are expected to be finished this 
season.

“I am sincerely hoping this is 
the last batch of money we have 
to put into the water system,” said 
Flora. “We’ve literally been invest-
ing millions into this system and it 
still isn’t working quite right but 
we should hopefully be good to go 
after this.”

LDA to mortgage
(Continued from Page 1B)

Challenge
(Continued from Page 1B)

School student earned status in 
the top 10 visionaries. Benjamin 
Ezzy, then a junior, was chosen for 
his presentation “Life of Maine,” 
in which he proposed a nonprofit 
venture to help conserve Maine’s 
national heritage.

Meridian Stories’ community of 
schools includes schools in Aroos-
took County, as well as Andro-
scoggin, Cumberland, Kennebec, 
Lincoln, Sagadahoc and York.

After the competition wraps up, 
every Maine legislator will be sent 
a link to a live map showing where 
participating students attend school, 
and watch the “Paradise Found — 
The Search for Maine’s Environ-

mental Visionaries” videos.
“It’s paramount these messages 

are delivered — that people across 
the state hear what these kids have 
to say,” said Pierce. “Sharing these 
videos and inspiring people to take 
action is the real power in this pro-
gram.”

Funding from the Horizon 
Foundation, a Maine philanthropy, 
enables Meridian Stories to offer 
this challenge free to middle and 
high schools from across Maine 
and award cash prizes to the Top 
Ten Environmental Visionaries.

The registration deadline is Feb. 
15; the deadline for submissions 
is April 15. Registration is free — 
visit www.MeridianStories.com to 
register and see the full challenge.
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Shedding light on handgun hunting
With only 10 minutes of legal 

shooting time remaining, plenty 
of ambient light shown along the 
approach road, but under the leafy 
canopy of the thick forest sur-
rounding the tree stand and bear 
bait site, it was gloomy. That’s why 
it took a few seconds for me to re-
alize something had changed in the 
brushy backdrop behind the barrel, 
and then the big head and shoul-
ders of a bruin took shape poking 
part way out of the brushes. He 
was staring right at my stand, so I 
froze and slowly dipped my head 
slightly to avert eye contact.

After a minute or so the bear 
stepped out fully and squatted on 
its haunches; sniffing, listening, 
and watching my location intently 
for two minutes that drug on like 
an hour. The least provocation 
would send the black ghost scram-
bling for cover and it was becom-
ing darker by the second with any 
shooting opportunity slowly slip-
ping away. Finally the wary bear 
turned, stood on his hind legs and 
eyed the hanging barrel of tasty 
treats, taking a step or two in that 
direction.

I’d passed up shots on 11 bear 
during my eight previous nights 
on stand and took lots of photos, 
but waited for a larger specimen. 
This black brute weighed 300 lbs. 
or better so I slowly and silent-
ly retrieved my hefty BFF 45-70 
revolver from its holster hanging 
from my stand’s arm rest, and set-
tled it onto the shooting rail. As I 
peeked through my red dot sight 
bringing the illuminated dot onto 

the target, the bear dropped to all 
fours, glanced my way and shuf-
fled behind the barrel to the wood-
line where it once again sat down 
facing me.

This was not the shot I wanted, a 
broadside stance al-
lowing me to shoot 
through both lungs 
is a handgunner’s 
bread and butter. 
On top of a sus-
picious bruin, the 
light continued to fade and I was 
down to perhaps three minutes 
of legal time. I tried adjusting the 
light intensity of the red dot higher 
and lower and opening both eyes 
to aim, then just one, each to no 
avail. Even when the bear rose and 
turned, I could not discern the black 
body shape silhouette against the 
dark background enough for a sure 
shot, and then the wary bruin had 
enough and faded into the brush.

As I collected gear, dismounted 
my tree stand and slowly followed 
my headlamp beam back to the 
truck, I was discouraged, frustrat-
ed and a bit confused. Over the last 
15 years, I’ve tagged a dozen bear, 
each with a different make, caliber 
and style of handgun, most with 
open sights and a few with various 
red-dot units. The magnification 
of a true scope just isn’t needed at 
25 to 40 yards, and is often a hin-
drance, not allowing a full view of 
the body — only a patch of black 
fur. Open sight would have been 
no better in this gloomy, dark an-
imal against dark background sce-
nario.

The compact, low profile red-
dot topping my large revolver is 
arguably the finest point and aim 
technology on the market today. 
It’s the go-to sight for navy seal 
teams, Army Rangers and hun-

dreds of special 
ops and SWAT 
team shooters, 
and in 98 percent 
of conditions it’s 
a premier choice. 
I just needed a bit 

more ambient light, an earlier bear, 
or at least one that came out in 
the open, away from the blending 
backdrop.

Two nights later, the final eve-
ning of bear baiting, I relived an 
almost identical replay with the 
same smart bear and once again 
left the woods unhappy. My black 
quarry again arrived very close to 
the end of legal light, appearing 
without a sound; both common 
traits of large, older, smart bruins. 
A lot of educated bear seldom ap-
proach a bait site until well after 
dark, and I have hundreds of trail 
camera photos to verify the visits. 
Had it been a whitetail deer or even 
a large, gangly moose, my red dot 
could have sealed the deal, but the 
jet black bear hair and husky, com-
pact form that might be turned or 
twisted this way or that against the 
dense, dark backdrop left too much 
leeway at point of aim. I just could 
not force myself to take a “chance” 
shot and wound and lose an ani-
mal.

I fumed, fussed and replayed the 
two fouled-up opportunities for 

a couple of weeks and came to a 
couple of conclusions. On those 
rare but real occasions when ambi-
ent light, shadows and poor back-
ground combine, red dot or open 
sights just won’t provide the shot 
picture necessary, and I needed 
some way to legally produce more 
illumination.

A laser sight, which actually 
projects a dot onto the target, or 
an open target sight with fluores-
cent dots would only make the aim 
point clearer, not the target silhou-
ette. I had to be able to sharpen and 
brighten the quarry to determine 
exact position and placement of 
shot for a quick, humane kill. Af-
ter a lot of reading, research and 
soul searching it all came down to 
one choice, I had to purchase and 
mount a scope on my handgun. I 
certainly didn’t need the magni-
fication at such close range, nor 
did I like the idea of extra weight 
and change of balance to the sol-
id, symmetrical revolver. One of 
the major selling points of modern 
scopes is optical technology with 
great clarity and the added plus of 
increased light gathering capability 
in low light shooting situations.

I figured a scope might just 
make a great Christmas gift, so 
throughout bird, deer, and water-
fowl seasons in October and No-
vember I began the search process. 
I checked catalogs, looked on-line, 
visited sporting goods stores state-
wide and garnered information and 
ideas from knowledgeable friends. 
Boy, did I ever get a surprise! 
While rifle scopes in every imag-

MAINELY
OUTDOORS

By Bill Graves
 

Contributed photo/Bill Graves
OUTDOOR WRITER Bill Graves sights in a new red dot style 
scope on a BFF 45-70 handgun. While the outfit was top rate under 
most shooting conditions, it ended up costing the hunter a bear this 
past season.  

inable size, shape and shade were 
out there by the thousands, top rate 
handgun scopes were scarcer than 
hen’s teeth. This is especially true 
for models that might attach to and 
stand the recoil of my BFF 45-70 

hand cannon. I’ll tell you all about 
the frustrating prolonged search 
and the final outcome in my next 
article and if there is finally a light 
at the end of the tunnel — or scope 
in this case!

Editor’s Note: An arrest or 
summons does not constitute a 
finding of guilt. An individual 
charged with a crime is presumed 
innocent unless and until proven 
guilty at criminal proceedings.

HOULTON — The Maine 
State Police Troop F barracks 
responded to the following inci-
dents from Sunday, Jan. 24- Sat-
urday, Jan. 30.

Sunday, Jan. 24
Sgt. Fuller and Trooper Endre 

responded to a residence on Rt. 
2 in Merrill for a 9-1-1 hang-up. 
After speaking to a man about 
why he called 9-1-1, Endre asked 
to walk through the man’s house, 
the man agreed. While inside, 
Endre found a female hiding in 
the shower. Both parties were 
on probation, after contacting 
the probation officer both par-
ties were taken to the Aroostook 
County Jail to use the intoxilyzer 
and then both were arrested on 
probation violations.

Monday, Jan. 25
Trooper Luce investigated a 

theft of diesel fuel from a logging 
truck that was parked in the vic-
tim’s driveway in Portage. The 
victim stated this is the second 
time it has happened and he has 
lost approximately 150 gallons of 
fuel. Luce advised the man to set 
up a game camera to assist with 
finding out who was stealing the 
fuel. Luce is still investigating.

Trooper Bell investigated two 
separate tractor trailer crashes. 
A Monticello crash on a private 
logging road resulted in a roll-
over of the tractor and loaded 
trailer, and the driver suffered 
substantial head and leg injuries. 

An Orient crash a couple hours 
later was the result of the driver 
being distracted and reaching for 
a water bottle cap. The tractor 
and empty trailer went off the 
road and struck multiple trees, 
which nearly tore the sleeper sec-
tion off the tractor. Neither of the 
drivers was wearing seatbelts.

Trooper Darcy charged a 
24-year-old Medway man with 
operating after suspension as the 
result of a traffic stop on I-95 
in Houlton. Drug paraphernalia 
was also located during a prob-
able cause search of the vehicle.

Tr. Darcy charged a 37-year-
old Stockholm man with posses-
sion of a usable amount of mari-
juana as the result of a traffic stop 
on I-95 in New Limerick. The 
man was on probation for drug 
charges and his probation offi-
cer authorized a search by Darcy 
where marijuana was found.

Tuesday, Jan. 26
Sgt. Fuller, Troopers Darcy 

and Endre responded to a resi-
dence in Monticello for a report 
of a man pointing a firearm at a 
possible intruder and then chas-
ing them down the road. After 
interviewing the parties it was 
found that no crime had been 
committed and warnings for tres-
passing were given.

Wednesday, Jan. 27
Trooper Darcy charged a 

45-year-old Littleton man with 
operating after suspension as the 
result of a traffic stop on Route 
1 in Houlton. The man’s license 
suspension went into effect in 
1990.

Trooper Sylvia started a forg-
ery investigation in Littleton 

related to someone falsely ob-
taining a vehicle title. The inves-
tigation is ongoing.

Thursday, Jan. 28
Cpl. Michaud and Recruit 

Pescitelli escorted a female back 
to her residence in Mapleton 
because she had been getting 
threatening messages via social 
media platforms. A male subject 
was ultimately arrested by the 
Presque Isle Police Department.

Trooper Levesque investigated 
a two-vehicle crash in Mars Hill. 
The vehicles were following each 
other to a private residence. The 
first vehicle was turning right 
and the second vehicle struck 
the first vehicle from behind. 
The driver of the second vehicle 
was not wearing his seatbelt and 
was transported to the hospital 
in Presque Isle for injuries to his 
head (non-life threatening). Both 
operators were issued summons-
es. The operator of the truck that 
was rear ended was issued a sum-
mons for an equipment violation 
and the second driver was issued 
a summons for a seatbelt viola-
tion. It appears the second driver 
was distracted causing him to not 
see the first vehicle slowing to 
make the turn.

Friday, Jan. 29
Trooper Marquis investigated 

a crash in Eagle Lake and ulti-
mately arrested the operator for 
operating while under the influ-
ence.

Saturday, Jan. 30
Cpl. Quint arrested an Amish 

man for a probation violation 
after he returned to the victim’s 
residence in Smyrna. The man 
was on probation for domestic 

violence charges and returned 
to the prohibited residence. 
The man was transported to the 
County Jail in Houlton.

Tr. Levesque received a threat-
ening/harassment complaint in 
Mapleton. An 18-year-old fe-
male had been threatened over 
Facebook by a 15-year-old male 
due to issues on the school bus. 
The father of the female had 
received a text message from a 
friend that included a video of 
the boy saying that he was go-
ing to burn their house down. 
Levesque located the male and 
charged him with terrorizing.

Trooper Endre stopped a ve-
hicle for speeding on Rt. 1A in 
Mars Hill. After a license check 
the operator was identified as 
having a warrant for violating 
conditions of release on a prior 
domestic violence assault and 
criminal restraint. The male sub-
ject was then arrested and trans-
ported to the ACJ.

Sgt. Clark and Troopers 
Stoutamyer and Endre responded 
to what was called in as a large 
fight in Mapleton. The caller was 
a 16-year-old daughter of one 
of the members. While the units 
were responding, the 16-year-
old female told dispatch that her 
mother had been drinking heav-
ily and was now trying to break 
into the house to get her and her 
14-year-old brother. After arriv-
ing the Troopers saw where the 
bedroom door had been broken 
and found the mother intoxicat-
ed. The two children were taken 
to stay with family members and 
DHHS was informed of the sit-
uation.

Troop F Report

SAD 70 school menu
Breakfast

Breakfast is served with choice 
of cereal, assorted fruit juice and 
white or chocolate milk.

Wednesday, Feb. 3 — Egg, 
sausage, fruit.

Thursday, Feb. 4 — Waffle 
sticks.

Friday, Feb. 5 — French toast 
sticks.

Monday, Feb. 8 — Pancakes.
Tuesday, Feb. 9 — French 

toast sticks.
Wednesday, Feb. 10 — Toast 

and jelly.
Lunch

Lunch is served with choice of 
Sun Butter / white or chocolate 

milk; salad bar at middle school.
Wednesday, Feb. 3 — Chick-

en parmesan, roll, green salad.
Thursday, Feb. 4 — Vege-

table beef soup, grilled cheese, 
veggie sticks, apple.

Friday, Feb. 5 — Pepperoni or 
cheese pizza, green salad, peach-
es, pudding.

Monday, Feb. 8 — Corn 
chowder, grilled cheese, apple-
sauce.

Tuesday, Feb. 9 — Nachos 
with beef, orzo rice, corn, refried 
beans, tropical fruit.

Wednesday, Feb. 10 — Chick-
en tenders, French fries, carrots, 
roll, orange.

SAD 29 school menu
Breakfast

Breakfast is served with multi-
grain reduced-sugar cereal, 
Wow-butter/jelly, assorted fruit 
juice and 1% and skim milk.

Wednesday, Feb. 3 — Strudel 
stick, yogurt, chilled fruit.

Thursday, Feb. 4 — French 
toast sticks, fresh fruit.

Friday, Feb. 5 — Multigrain ba-
gel, cream cheese, fresh fruit.

Monday, Feb. 8 — Waffle, yo-
gurt, fresh fruit.

Tuesday, Feb. 9 — Bacon and 
cheese quiche, toast, fresh fruit.

Wednesday, Feb. 10 — Shire 
sausage biscuit, fresh fruit.

Elementary and Southside 
Lunch

All lunch served with wow-but-
ter/jelly or cheese sandwich, milk, 
fresh assorted fruit, chilled & fresh 
fruit and condiments.

Wednesday, Feb. 3 — Turkey 
melt sandwich, Caesar salad, veg-
etarian chili, strawberry/blueberry 
cup.

Thursday, Feb. 4 — Macaroni 
and cheese, rolls, salad, coleslaw.

Friday, Feb. 5 — Chicken que-
sadilla, cucumber, shire orzo/veggie 
blend.

Monday, Feb. 8 — Barbecue 
chicken breast, rolls, mashed po-
tatoes, stuffing, squash, cranberry 
sauce.

Tuesday, Feb. 9 — Pig ‘n blanket, 
baked beans, potato salad, coleslaw.

Wednesday, Feb. 10 — Tuna 
roll, cheese stick, potato and ham 
soup, Caesar salad.

High School Lunch
Lunch is served with option of 

assorted pizzas, chicken burger on 
roll, peanut butter/jelly or cheese 
sandwich, salad bar, variety of fresh 
fruits, milk and condiments.

Wednesday, Feb. 3 — Turkey 
melt sandwich/build a sandwich, 
vegetarian chili, strawberry/blue-
berry cup.

Thursday, Feb. 4 — Macaroni 
and cheese, rolls, coleslaw, chilled 
fruit.

Friday, Feb. 5 — Chicken que-
sadilla, red-skinned fried potatoes, 
fresh fruit.

Monday, Feb. 8 — Barbecue 
chicken breast, rolls, mashed pota-
toes, squash, cranberry sauce.

Tuesday, Feb. 9 — Pig ‘n blan-
ket, baked beans, potato salad.

Wednesday, Feb. 10 — Build a 
sandwich, potato and ham soup.
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